Some comments taken from Parish Plan questionnaire responses. The general question was: what would you like for Long Ashton?

Development/green belt

I feel very strongly about retaining the existing green belt areas and I would strongly oppose Long Ashton being part of Bristol. I think that it would be better to have more intensive housing which is well designed and modern and save the green belt areas.

Keep the Greenbelt! S106 agreements bring little advantage and more grief than benefit. Need to be stronger on large-scale developments.

Long Ashton must definitely remain administratively separate from Bristol. Not to do so would be the end of the green belt around Long Ashton. I also prefer the services offered by North Somerset.

link road and new south west housing development will make village a suburb of Bristol, LAPC should fight development in Ashton Vale

The village boundary and green belt MUST be protected from the creep of Bristol AND the commercial and residential development through the valley. The more recent decisions of the council seem to not take any notice of residents. There should be better use and development of green areas for use by residents of all ages. For instance the new housing in the village (Bristol end) didn't properly provide areas for play and enjoyment. Council allowed the creation of a tasteless estate. In next 5 years would like to see LA become a prettier village with a greater community sense of pride, no massive housing sprawl projects, and adequate support for local businesses.

Make the most of our remaining open spaces and green playing fields. Preserve our trees and the lovely rural views. Preserve village boundaries and avoid loss of green belt areas to developers. Firm planning restrictions to stop new tall buildings or large extensions.

NO MORE BUILDING PLEASE! Long Ashton is a green and pleasant place, lets keep it that way.

our main concerns regarding the village relate to: - car parking on roads; - cars speeding; - litter; - poor regulation of new developments

no more houses! Long Ashton is no longer a country village that my family have lived in for 300+ years. Everything is money based, all countryside has been sold for building, even my old Northleaze School! Long Ashton is now same as Nailsea, what a shame, no longer a village community

We are relative newcomers to the village, but I would like to see in future, the village to still identify itself as a village community, as it did when we first came. The parish council does excellent work and will remain key to achieving this. I would not like LA to become another soulless commuter suburb where everyone is a stranger, where interest is limited to the walk from the front door to the car door. 

No more houses as we are getting noticeably more congested

Too much congestion

routes in and out of Bristol during rush hour past saturation point

No more housing developments

less new development

No more houses

Maintain green belt maintain LA as village with sense of communityu no more development 

no large scale housing development

No more housing development

Unfortunately Long Ashton is quickly losing its village status due to the huge housing development at the western end. What would I like to see in the next five years? No more building!

Important to preserve beauty of landscape. Expansion of Long Ashton has gone far enough.

no more new homes

What would I like to see? NO more housing estates built. 

no more development between la and David Lloyd

No further housing estates in Long Ashton.

No more houses

Much less building going on

no more houses

No more developments

The field at the entrance to the village opposite Ashton Court Estate should be kept free of buildings forever
More public awareness of plans to build on land from Ashton Gate through to Barrow. Important to stop this Doctors Surgery - they do their best but to get an appointment is a joke. Our village has to stay a village 

No expansion for 500 years 

The village design statement was completed about five years ago with many excellent recommendations - they have been almost completely disregarded.

Traffic from Research Station development has increased and will get worse with commercial areas. The village is losing its identity.

Important to progress - extend services/housing but maintain a village environment. Parking on main road increasing problem - new housing has changed feel of the village.

Bus service

Disappointed by infrequent bus service. Some buses which go down the bypass could go through the village. Minibus to park and ride would be useful.

Bus 364 should come through village rather than by-pass

Bus journey into Bedminster , two buses, 90 min. compared with car 15 min.

more reliable cheaper bus service

Bus frequency - Weston and Clevedon buses should be routed through the village, rather than down the bypass, thus giving improved service

regular and cheaper buses

Also need bus route via Temple Meads station.

bus service to Clifton.

Better and more frequent bus service - would use park and ride for work, but service has deteriorated - more drivers/buses at peak times - Park & ride during evenings would be useful

Bus service to Bedminster

Why is the Park and Ride bus cheaper than the service bus to Bristol? Surely this is subsidising people with cars in preference to people without! The Park and Ride has a more pleasant waiting area and provides car parking so it should be more expensive than the service bus.

Greater Frequency of buses and on time

Much prefer to use bus than car but bus just too expensive!

Bus schedules need to be truly reliable. Buses too expensive for younger people.

Cheaper bus fares , which will lead to fuller buses.

I would need 2 buses to get to work, speed and amount of traffic concerns,

Health centre

Doctors surgery - With the expanded village, there is a need for an EXTRA FULL TIME DOCTOR. Surgery should be open at lunchtime (invaluable for working people), and we should return to a Saturday morning emergency surgery. CURRENT OPENING HOURS ARE INADEQUATE

The health centre seems to be overwhelmed and it can take time to get an appointment.

Proper health centre. This would also ease congestion at the bottom of Keedwell Hill. Doctors not managing now, what happens when all houses are filled?

Semi-pedestrianised area near shops

The motor car is destroying the village feel of Long Ashton by antisocial speeding and ubiquitous parking. Cars will remain part of village life for many years to come, however schemes can be introduced to encourage walking and pedestrian safety. For example, at strategic locations and busy junctions, speed tables can be incorporated which can be designed to resemble mini town squares. The added benefit would be to increase the village feel at many locations along the Weston/Long Ashton Road. Finance for such schemes could be sourced from housing developers under a s106 planning agreement. (plan provided of possible scheme for block paving/coloured tarmac from Lovelinch Gardens , past the Co-op and the Pizzeria, and up Keedwell Hill as far as the doctors' surgery; with gentle ramps to slow down traffic; and extra seating near the bus shelters outside the dentists and the Tipple.)

Schools

a comprehensive school

What about a Secondary School?

Secondary school for Long Ashton. Larger primary schools.

1 The play area by Birdwell School equipped with football nets and play equipment. The children this side of the village have nothing. 2 Stop parents driving into Hollis Close to pick up children from school or nursery. 3 More police. 4 Keeds Hall kept cleaner and the toilets, the place is a mess. 5 More shops e.g supermarket. Stop the hairdressers and estate agents, we have enough. 6 Senior school built on the Research Station Land.

I would like every child living in Long Ashton to be offered a primary school place WITHIN the village. As a non-driver, and a parent of 2 children under 5, I am forced to take 2 buses into Bristol to take my child to school, as I was unable to get a place at either primary school in Long Ashton. Many of the new residents with children, including myself, will hope that once moving to the village, they can become more involved with the community whilst attending a local school. This is impossible, as the Local Authority would prefer to pay for children to be 'taxied out' to primary schools in other areas, e g Dundry,which have no social or geographical links with Long Ashton, simply to fill places. Why should our children be victims of this inadequate planning? It seems unfortunate that Northleaze Primary has moved to a 'purpose built' site, yet has remained the same size, and is unable to cater for the LOCAL comminity's needs.

More places available at village schools of your choice

Facilities for young people

More play areas & activities for all schoolchildren

Strongly in favour of facilities for youngsters.

With schools and village expanding, priority should be to provide activities/amenities for youth. Junior football club with facilities for training and playing in the village would increase awareness and provide more community spirit. Need a couple of mini soccer pitches.

I am a Beaver and we really need a new scout hut, with more space for our activities

Would like to see purpose-built scout HQ in village. Scouting integral part of village since 50s.Scouting offers full challenging programme, faith, community activities, social and personal development.

The existing scout hut is out of date and possibly unsafe. It should be sold and proceeds put towards building a new one with some land in L.A.. Scouts covers activities for teenagers and is already v. successful; it could grow even more with new premises it would also show commitment to the young people in L.A.

Scout hut needs to be bigger with expansion of village

young family and would welcome improved opportunities for youngsters - especially sports/outdoor things, LA needs to operate independently from Bristol,

Shops

The weak areas in Long Ashton are the condition and facilities of most of the shops. Long Ashton is a good village with many good people, we all need to ensure it does not fall into an unregulated sprawl.

It is important to build more smaller local shops in order to maintain a community atmosphere. With the growing percentage of young families, it would be a good investment to provide additional leisure facilities, again to maintain the community atmosphere.

Better shopping - demolish Co-op and build proper shopping centre (post office, bank, butcher etc).

Provision of allotments within the village and improve shops to reduce the need to go to Bristol.

Facilities for the elderly/ bungalows

I own a mobile scooter, but am unable to use it to the village shops (1 mile),because of inadequate footpaths and insufficient lowered kerbs at on/off points. BANKING: There is a need for a Bank in Long Ashton, particularly with all the new properties soon to be occupied both here and the proposed new development on the Barrow Hospital site. More reasonably priced bungalows should be built in Long Ashton for elderly people who have, in past years, been active participants in many pursuits in the village, and do not wish to leave the area.

Facilities for disabled people, especially if they have a mobility scooter. It is impossible to use mobility scooters in LA because it's not disabled friendly. There are not any sloping kerbs. The pavements are very narrow. There should be more shops in the village to cater for disabled people who cannot travel alone further afield and for the people who have moved into the new housing. Seats at bus stops in the village. Disabled parking outside the Doctors.
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