Cardboard Recycling – briefing

What type of cardboard can be recycled where?

THIN PRINTED CARD
Thin printed card such as cereal packets, toothpaste boxes and ready meal sleeves can be recycled in the green kerbside box, at the recycling banks and at any one of the 3 recycling centres.

CORRUGATED CARDBOARD
1. Plain
Plain corrugated cardboard can be recycled in the green waste bag, with garden waste.

2. Printed and plain
Any printed or plain corrugated cardboard can be taken to any 1 of our 3 recycling centres.
Corrugated cardboard (plain or printed) should NOT be placed in or dumped at the recycling banks.
Why is this becoming a problem?

When loads of paper and thin card are contaminated with corrugated cardboard the load is rejected by the recycling reprocessor and will end up in landfill.  In the current market for recyclable materials even slightly contaminated loads will immediately be rejected.  North Somerset assures residents that all uncontaminated material presented for recycling is being recycled even in the current recycling market.

Sites are now having a mass of dumped corrugated cardboard being left at recycling banks which not only makes the site look unsightly but more importantly this dumped cardboard can not be recycled by the contractor servicing the banks and the material has to be sent to landfill.

What advertising and publicity are we doing?
· Bright yellow signage on the paper and card recycling banks informing residents not to place corrugated cardboard in the banks.

· Website updated with a section specifically about cardboard – www.n-somerset.gov.uk/cardboard
· Advert (attached) placed in all 4 local papers (Weston Mercury, North Somerset Times, Clevedon Mercury, Weston and Worle News). This will be in the papers for Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 January.
· Posters to be distributed to town and parish councils, Councillors, libraries, receptions and area officers by February.
· Double page article placed in the March edition of North Somerset Life, published and delivered first week of March.
· New cardboard leaflet being developed to explain what cardboard to recycle where.

Further information

If you have any queries about cardboard recycling, and the publicity we are issuing, please contact:

Lucy Elston (Assistant Waste Minimisation Officer) – 01934 426011

David Goodship (Assistant Waste Minimisation Officer) – 01934 426195

Catherine McCoy (Waste Minimisation Officer) – 01934 427665 (Wed – Fri)
