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To members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee: Councillors C Davis (Chairman), 
C James, D Smith, F Chaudhuri, D Wilkinson, J Stoodley and E Burgh. 

 
You are summoned to a Finance and General Purposes committee to be held on Monday 

20th October 2025 at 6.30pm at the Jubilee Pavilion, Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton 
 
Hannah Harwood 
13th October 2025 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
 

As per the Councils Standing Orders, Members of the public may make representations, answer questions 
and give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend only during the time designated for public 
participation. In exceptional circumstances, the chair may permit further public participation. The period of 
time designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 30 minutes, this will be limited to 3 
minutes per speaker. The chairman of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 

 
Participation should be requested in advance by contacting the Clerk to ensure appropriate time is made 

available. 

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
AGENDA 

 
1) Apologies for Absence 

To receive any apologies for absence. 
 

2) Declarations of Interests and Grant of Dispensations. 

Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) may have 
in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct 
and to consider any requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 
2011 s33(b- e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations). 

 
3) Minutes of Previous Meetings 

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held on 30th June 2025. 

 
4) Finances – Months 3-5 (June-August) 

To approve the following reports for months 3-5: 
a) Bank reconciliations 
b) Payments 
c) Receipts 
d) Expenditure against budget 
e) EMR Report 
f) Trial Balance 

 
5) Earmarked Reserves Review 

As part of a continuous review of Earmarked Reserves, it was agreed to review five 
earmarked reserves at each F&GP meeting. As part of this review, we will evaluate the 
following five EMRs and resolve to either keep, move, dissolve into general reserves, reduce, 
increase or investigate further:  
a) 320 – Admin Cover £16,000 
b) 321 – Burial Ground £20,000 
c) 333 – Future Allotments £6,000 
d) 341 – Parish Council Office £3,124 
e) 342 – Tree Planting £1,512 
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6) Community Grant Forms and Procedures Review  
a) To discuss a review and update of the Parish Council's community grant application forms 
and associated procedures, with the goal of improving the grant application process for the 
community.  
b) To consider a recommendation for the level of Community Grant budget for the 26-27 
financial year. The final figures will be approved by Full Council in January. 

 
7) Banking Arrangements 

To consider and resolve on the rationalisation of the Council’s bank accounts, including closure 
of low-interest accounts and optimisation of interest earned. In addition to consider and resolve 
to open an easy access savings account with Unity Trust. 

 
8) Bank Reconciliation Checks 

To appoint a Councillor to independently review and sign off monthly bank reconciliations in 
accordance with Financial Regulation 2.6. 
 

9) Precept Request Deadline 2026/27 

To note that North Somerset Council has advised that the deadline for submitting the 2026/2027 

precept request is Thursday, 29th January 2026. The Full Council is scheduled to meet on the 

26th January to approve the precept request in time for the deadline.  

 
10) Date Of the Next Meeting 

The date of the next Finance and General Purposes meeting is to be held on Monday 8th 
December 2025 at 6.30pm. 
 

11) Exclusion of Press and Public 
Recommended – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of business to be transacted. 
 

 


