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TREAD SOFTLY
NEWS AND VIEWS ABOUT PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

It’s been a long cold spring as if winter and Covid don’t quite want
to let go, but whenever I walk the local footpaths I enjoy whatever
the weather has thrown at me. On the footpaths to Barrow Gurney
hedge mustard and frothy cow parsley outgrow the bluebells and
wild garlic. Up on the Golf Course slopes I saw a rainbow over
Dundry, and one evening I splashed my way through the showers
to Abbot’s Pool where mallards ducked and dived in the water.
Tread Softly has settled into a bi-monthly rhythm.
If you have ideas, comments or questions email me
cllr.fagg@longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

NEWS
Festival Way
The traffic lights are finally
in place. I’ve used the
crossing myself - it’s easier
and safer than ever to cycle
into town or follow the path
into Ashton Court. I saw a
family group heading into
the park and realised what
a difference it makes to
cyclists and walkers with
small children.

Mud, Mud, (not so)
Glorious Mud
The stretch of the Monarch’s
Way at Ridings Wood, between
Long Ashton and the A38 is a
hippopotamus’s delight. The
other splash spot is the short
path heading west from Keeds
Lane and into the fields.
Although mud is part of
country life it can become an
obstacle, so we’re talking to
North Somerset Council’s
footpaths team and local
landowners about what can be
done.

Long Ashton Nature
Early one morning I joined Sarah-Jane Cobley
on the footpath that runs along the railway
line and up to Toboggan Hill. She pointed out
the different hedgerow trees - hawthorn and
blackthorn, elm beech and oaks - their fresh
leaves already changing from lime to a deeper
summer green. In a rare moment of warm, still
air we caught the delicate scent of poplars.
Look out for her beautifully crafted tree labels.
Check out her Long Ashton Nature Facebook
page for local nature news.

Ashton Hill Woods
Following a complaint from a
local resident about dogs and
cyclists in Ashton Hill Woods, I
met Rob Cullen, Forestry
England’s Beat Forester for
Bristol and Savernake. He and
two others are responsible for
a patch that stretches from the
Mendips to Swindon.

Access to Peel Park

Ashton Hill Woods are open
access land. Cyclists are
welcome to ride the stone
tracks and the mountain bike
trail on the western side of the
main path. Belmont Riders
Facebook page is the best
place for updates. However we
noticed cycle tracks in a dell
where badgers live, and the
erosion caused when some
bikers bounce down the steep
banks, suddenly emerging
onto paths and lanes.
The woods are not robust
enough for these activities,

especially Cooks Wood, an
ancient woodland to the south
west of the main path. The
foresters have restricted access
by brashing the boundaries with
tree branches, but it’s still
possible to walk through and
enjoy the tranquility of the trees.
For centuries people have
coppiced in Cooks Wood, cutting
back the main stems to stimulate
multiple stems for firewood or
timber. This lets in more light,
encouraging the profusion of
bluebells and wild garlic.
I met the Foresters again, with
Dick from the Somerset Bodgers
and Ian Parsons, chair of Wraxall
and Failand Parish Council. The
Bodgers will coppice Cooks
Wood from this autumn, and Ian
Parsons and I are planning a joint
effort later this summer to clear
the laurel bushes that block the
light from local species. If you’re
interested, email me on
cllr.fagg@longashtonparish
council.gov.uk

Pubs and paths
I’ve marked three routes on the OS App, exploring the hilly area
around Barrow Gurney with its mix of woods and fields, and views
back to Long Ashton, over Bristol and across to Dundry. On
Toboggan Hill I’ve used a well-trodden path which is not a PROW other routes are available. The Prince’s Motto at Barrow Gurney is a
great place for food and a drink. Their tiny shop, the Motto Shoppo,
sells ice cream, fresh orange juice, pasties and excellent coffee.

Barrow Gurney
is the shortest at 7.5K or 4.6 miles, heading along the Monarchs Way
(not the muddiest bit)! and across Wild Country Lane through
sheep and cattle fields to Barrow Gurney.

Barrow Gurney &
Bourton Coombe
is a 7.1K or 4.4 mile circular
walk from the Princes Motto
heading via School Lane up
Barrow Hill’s green fields to
Bourton Coombe, a wooded
limestone gorge. Look out
for hares in the fields as you
walk up to Barrow Court,
once a medieval nunnery,
passed the ponds and down
through Dead Hill Wood to
the pub.

Barrow Gurney
Long Route
combines the two with
some variations, over 12K or
7.5 miles. It makes for a great
Sunday morning run.

Armchair Wander
In his book “The Accidental Countryside,” Stephen Moss looks for the
places in Britain where wildlife thrives. He argues that as suburban
gardens support a wider range of wildlife than intensive farming, we
should consider releasing green belt land for development.
This is very relevant to us in Long Ashton and Leigh Woods as North
Somerset has, as one of its options, a proposal to build up to 5,000
houses in the valley between Long Ashton and Bristol (see
http://bit.ly/NSC_Choices for more information).
What’s your opinion? Where is the best place to build more houses in
North Somerset? How do we retain everything that is good about
living in Long Ashton?
To comment on this or anything else in this blog, email me on
cllr.fagg@longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

A LITTLE BIT SLOWER
A WHOLE LOT BETTER

in Long Ashton

