
 

 

LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held at  

the Jubilee Pavilion, Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton  

on 25 July 2022 at 7.30pm  

 

 
Present:  Councillors James (Chairman), Fagg, Hardingham, Harris, Ives, 

Purkiss and MacQuillan (NSC Councillor) 
 

In Attendance:  Karen Aniola (Admin & Committee Officer)  

 

 
Meeting started 07:45pm  

 
E22.051 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

Councillor Anderson had resigned from the position of Vice-Chair, but there were 

no nominees for replacement. The Chair thanked Councillor Anderson for doing 

such a fantastic job as Vice-Chair for the past 2 years. 

 

Resolved – that Councillor James was elected Chair of the Committee for 2022-

2023. 

 
E22.052 Apologies for Absence LGA 1972 s85 (1) 

Apologies were accepted and approved from Councillors Anderson, Jackson 
and McAllister-Kemp 
 

E22.053 Declarations of Interests and Grant of Dispensations 

 There were no interests declared and no dispensations requested.  

 
E22.054 Confirmation of Minutes LGA 1972, Schedule 12, paragraph 41(1). 

Resolved – that with two minor corrections: E22.041, line 4, delete “, to be 
emptied by Ambience”; and, E22.044b, line 4, be amended “…likely to be Peel 
Park, which is managed by LACA, therefore councillors agreed that the Parish 
Council did not have overall responsibility…”, the minutes of the Environment 
Committee meeting held on 30 May 2022 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

E22.055 Terms of Reference 

 The amended Terms of Reference were noted, and it was pointed out that the 
following line should have been deleted: Any emergency spend to allow 
expenditure from within relevant budget headings with a maximum limit of £1500. 

Resolved – that the line “Any emergency spend to allow expenditure from within 
relevant budget headings with a maximum limit of £1500.” should be deleted 
from the Terms of Reference. 

  



 

 

E22.056 Leigh Woods 

 A verbal update was provided. It was noted that work had been carried out by 
NSC in relation to flooding issues on North Road but no successful solutions 
identified as yet. A request to remove boarding on Bridge Road had been 
submitted to NSC. There were some issues which had delayed the installation of 
electric car charging points but these should be in by September. Residents were 
very happy with the recent parking changes which they said had transformed the 
streets of Leigh Woods.  

E22.057 Burial Ground 

 a. Non-Consecrated Ground 
Resolved – that the Committee should consider the consecration of further 
ground in the Burial Ground Meadow section, to be investigated by the Chair 
and Committee Clerk. 

 b. Gardener  
Resolved – that the Committee authorised for the Burial Ground gardener to 
produce a draft gardening strategy (in collaboration with the Biodiversity 
Working Group) to maximise Burial Ground contribution to biodiversity, while 
keeping in mind the need for consultation and respect for wishes of different 
user groups such as the Royal British Legion. A proposed budget should also 
be included. 

E22.058 Transport, Highways & Road Safety 

 a. Hollis Close, Lodge Lane and Brocks Lane (Paper) 
The NSC’s response to the Clerk’s instruction letter of 23 May was noted.  

Resolved – that Councillor MacQuillan would investigate the possibility of 
participation in the ‘Little Men’ school traffic scheme. 

 b. Theynes Croft Car Park 
Resolved – that Committee had a duty to make the route safer for residents 
given the unnaturally steep incline and poor design of the entrance, so a more 
detailed quote and proposed design for new pavement/drop kerb should be 
obtained for further discussion and decision at September meeting.  

E22.060 Parks, Play Areas and Public Open Spaces 

 a. Playgrounds Inspection Reports (Paper)  
The playground inspection reports and quote for repair of the basket swing in 
Chancellor’s Park were noted.  

Resolved – that GB Sports be contracted to repair the basket swing in 
Chancellor’s Park, cost £1,789.60 + VAT, to be funded from S106 funds. 

 b. Chancellor’s Park (Perry Rd) (Paper) 
It was noted that expected quotes had not been received in time, so this was 
deferred to next meeting.  

Resolved – that quotes for the removal of the large bush in Chancellor’s Park 
and replacement with a piece of play equipment be deferred to the 
September meeting. 



 

 

Resolved – that signage in parks about the new strategy not to use 
weedkiller needs to go on display. 

 c. LACA Recreation Ground  
The Bristol Water request for vehicular access in order to carry out tree 
removals works at the Keeds Lane Pumping Station was noted (which was 
LACA-owned land, so a matter for LACA).  

 d. Chatty Benches 
LA Together’s location request for Chatty Benches was discussed, and it was 
noted that, historically, consultation with residents had highlighted that 
benches were not desirable in certain areas. However it was also 
acknowledged that benches in play parks were necessary for parents to sit on 
while children played. Piccolos had advised that it was not ideal to locate a 
bench outside a takeaway due to antisocial night-time behaviour, littering etc. 
Councillors were keen to promote wellbeing which was the whole intention 
behind Chatty Benches. 

Resolved – that the Chair would help LA Together consult with residents to 
reach a decision on the most suitable location of Chatty Benches in order to 
achieve maximum chatting. 

E22.061 Paths & Public Rights of Way (‘PROWs’) 

 a.  Dawson Walk 
Councillor Ives was thanked for his role and efforts to-date in achieving a 
response from Greenbelt and action to repair the boardwalk. It was pointed 
out that, contrary to Greenbelt’s claim, there had never been any sightings 
or reports of vandalism in Dawson Walk and this claim was disputed. 

Resolved – that the Committee supported Councillor Ives in his ongoing 
communication with Greenbelt regarding their responsibility for 
maintenance of the Dawson boardwalk. 

 b. Proposed Right of Way Improvement Plan  
Resolved – that Councillors Ives and MacQuillan would collaborate and 
pursue the need for a Parish Council agreed process for maintenance of 
public rights of way, through a motion to the NSC Planning & Regulatory 
Committee, and that Councillor Ives would prepare a background paper for 
the next Environment Committee.  

 c. Arch Close/Weston Road – Verge and Walkway Maintenance  
It was noted that the expected quotes had not been received in time for 
discussion. This area used to be maintained by a contractor, but in recent 
years had fallen to the Village Orderly to maintain which had proved 
difficult. Councillors acknowledged that this area needs a balanced 
maintainable solution, and some further consideration. 
 
Resolved – that the Committee Clerk is delegated to arrange for a 
contractor to cut back vegetation to last over the summer period (spend up 
to £1000 – Highways General Expenditure), with further discussion about a 
longer term maintenance plan to take place in September 
 

  



 

 

E22.062 To Receive Other Working Group Reports 

 a. Biodiversity Working Group  
A written report was received.  

 b. Village Enhancement Scheme/Piccolo’s Working Group 
A verbal report was received. Concern was expressed that no contact had yet 
been made with the owner of Piccolo’s. Councillor MacQuillan reported that 
NSC wished to commence with planned works consultation.  

Resolved – that NSC should proceed with its planned works consultation, 
and simultaneously, Councillors Fagg and MacQuillan would visit to make 
one last attempt to contact the owner of Piccolos. 

 c. Public Art Working Group 

Progress was noted: a preliminary meeting and discussion by working group 

members (1 councillor, 4 residents) had taken place. Possible site(s) had 

been identified. Some potential artists had been contacted, others were being 

considered. A project brief would soon be sent to artists.  

 d. Pollution, Recycling and Waste  

 Resolved – that this working group be disbanded. 

 e. Highways, Car Park and Airport 
Resolved – that this working group be disbanded. 

 f. Kingscott (Mill Farm) Road Safety 
Resolved – that this working group be disbanded. 

 

E22.063 Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Monday 26 September 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
 

 
Meeting ended at 21:02 
 

 
 
 

 
Signed: .................................................................. Date: ...................................... (Chairman) 

 


