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Chairman’s Letter
The Neighbourhood Development Plan has passed the referendum and will now become
policy.
The result was
1508 in favour
82 against
Giving 95% in favour on a 33.6% turnout, which is good for a local vote. Thank you all
who voted to support the efforts of the NDP team. A great deal of work has gone into
the plan and also to promoting the referendum. Thank you to the team who stuck by the
seemingly endless task and to Janet Turp our Clerk and her assistant Vicky for their help
in promoting the referendum.
The plan may not have a radical effect but it allows us to start on some of the issues
identified in the plan and protects a number of areas you have told us are important. It
also sends a clear message to North Somerset that we support retention of the green belt
around our village, an issue that was mentioned by many of you during the consultation
and promotion of the referendum.
The village enhancement scheme attracted a lot of attention during our open presentation
day. The speed of traffic through the village clearly affects many residents and not only
those who live on the main road. A working group has already been set up to see what
we can do to improve things. When the road was resurfaced we asked for four areas
of coloured tarmac to identify areas of the village. In the end these became textured
surfaces. While some residents have commented that these are a good feature, it has
caused annoyance to those who live close to them. The problem seems to be the speed
that vehicles travel over what are now called rumble strips. So its a catch 22, if we could
slow the traffic these would be less annoying, but on their own they do little to slow the
traffic. We have already spoken to NS to see what can be done.
The police have agreed that speeding in the village should be one of their priorities and
they have carried out a number of random speed checks, catching and prosecuting a
number of drivers.
You may have noticed the absence of the speed awareness camera. This was sent away
for repair earlier in the year but is still not working correctly. The posts along the main
road were also removed during the resurfacing. These have now been replaced and
additional posts added. To improve coverage we have purchased a new camera which
should be installed very soon. The two cameras should have an effect on speed and will
provide vital information that we can use with the police and North Somerset to effect
longer term improvements
Finally, could I ask residents with hedges or shrubs that border footpaths or pavements to
cut the summer growth back so they do not overhang. Vegetation obstructing footpaths
causes considerable inconvenience to pedestrians and it is a legal obligation on the
householder to remove it. Please don’t wait for a letter from the Parish Council
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Avon Wildlife Trust

Long Ashton Group

Thursday 19th November

Flora of the Bristol Downs - Mandy Leivers
Mandy is the Avon Gorge & Downs Biodiversity Education Officer.
She will tell us some wildlife secrets of that unique area.

Thursday 17th December

Eels In Crisis - Andrew Kerr
Andrew is Chairman of the sustainable Eel Group. He will outline
the life cycle and causes of the collapse in their numbers and
the actions being taken to address the problem.

Thursday 21st January 2016

Born to Bird - Mya-Rose Craig
This young teenage “bird girl” of the Chew Valley has over 3,000 birds
on her list, having been on many birdwatching trips with
her parents throughout her childhood.

Thursday 18th February

North American Wildlife - Helen Mugridge
Helen’s talk will cover a wide range of animal and bird species to be
found in North America. She has filmed sea otters and whales off the
California coast, a variety of interesting birds in the State of Michigan
and black bears and moose in Manitoba
Meetings are held in the Jubilee Pavilion at 7.30pm
Further information from Harry Williams | tel: 392690
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Long Ashton Local History Society
The Local History season is now underway and we list below the Speakers we
have booked for our meetings over the next few months.
On 5th November, Peter Gosson who has a keen interest in nautical matters will
describe a boat trip taken by him from Portishead to Bristol, pointing out features
of interest before calling at Pill and sailing under the Clifton Suspension Bridge.
The December talk on the 3rd by Chris Bigg looks at facets of life in the Inner
City as typified by Bristol in times gone by.
Terry and Jennie Stevens will be talking on Tyntesfield on the 7th January,
describing the House and the family who lived there.
Peter Malpass, who you may recall gave us an interesting insight into the
construction of the Floating Harbour in December 2012 followed in November
2013 by a history of Food Retailing in Bristol will be talking on Homes of the
Poor in Victorian Bristol on the 4th February.
As usual these meetings, all on the first Thursday of the month, will take place at the
Pavilion in the Village Hall complex commencing at 7.30pm. Visitors are very welcome.

Tel: 393617
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Westleaze W.I.

Meetings are held at 7.30pm
on the 1st Wednesday of the
month in the Jubilee Pavilion

LAILA

Long Ashton Independent
Ladies Association
Meetings are held at 7.15pm
on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month in the Village Hall

November 4th
AGM & Quiz
No competition
December 2nd
BANJO ENTERTAINMENT
Steve Price
Competition Homemade Christmas
Decoration
January 6th
GREAT WESTERN
AIR AMBULANCE
Penny Smith
February 3rd
TALK & DEMONSTRATION
ON CHOCOLATE MAKING
Nicola Eaton

November 18th
AGM &
BRING & BUY SALE
FOR CHARITY
December 16th
CHRISTMAS PARTY
WITH MUSIC
(start 7.00pm)
January 20th
AROUND THE WORLD
IN 80 DAYS
Music by Tim Lewis
February 17th
FILM NIGHT

C h ristingle Se rvice

In aid of The Children’s Society and
its work for disadvantaged children
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

Sunday 13th December at 4pm

A moving and joyful service at your Parish Church
for children and adults
Registered Charity No. 221124
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Youth Club
opens new Junior Section
I would first like to thank the many supporters of the Youth Club around
the village including those that support the 500 Club and many others that
make donations, and to the Parish Council through the youth provision
grant. In supporting young people we are keen to focus on taking a full
part in our community. Most months we are at the Village Market so come
and talk to us. The Youth Club also supported the recent Great Bike Ride
event at Birdwell School where many young people (and adults) joined
in having fun with circus skills. The young people at the youth club were
also busy recently in making cakes that were sold to raise money at the
Macmillan Coffee Morning.
From 1st October, EPIC Youth who run the Youth Club will be running a
new junior club for children aged 9-11 who attend Birdwell or Northleaze
School. This club will be a safe and secure environment for children to
meet with others and take part in a range of activities including arts and
crafts, cooking and team games: all supported by nationally qualified DBS
(formerly CBS) checked youth workers.
The junior club will also include an hour of street dance teaching delivered
by professional street dance instructor Anne-Marie from Anne-Marie’s
School of Funk. The club will be open from 6.15pm to 8.15pm every
Thursday and costs £3 per session. Children will be able to arrive at each
session on their own but will be required to be signed out by a responsible
adult at the end of the session. EPIC Youth will be pleased to hear from
parents regarding the new youth club and welcome any feedback or
questions by email to Kimberley.epicyouth@gmail.com

Phil Jackson
Chairman Youth Management Committee
layouthclub@hotmail.com
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LA Cinema
LA Cinema launched in Long Ashton in July - the first ever, regular
community cinema in the village. The venture is the brainchild of 7 local
residents who have built a team of volunteers dedicated to making the
cinema prosper.
Karin Rudolph, who chairs LA Cinema said;
“LA Cinema is by the community for the community. Our volunteers are
local film enthusiasts who have never done anything like this before. We
are improving what we are doing all the time which is really exciting to
be part of.”
The first showing, back in the summer, was of Bafta award winning
film ‘Whiplash’ which attracted a turnout of almost 100 people - far
exceeding expectations. Held in Long Ashton Village Hall, the team has
just kicked off the first full season of films for the Autumn. The award
winning Argentinian film ‘Wild Tales’ was screened in September and
will be swiftly followed on October 25th with the group’s first family
screening, showing a fantastic animated film ‘The Book Of Life’. The
aim is to show a variety of films that appeal to tasted across the village.
LA Cinema is non-profit making and only funds itself via ticket sales and
donations. Recently, the Long Ashton Parish Council made a significant
donation of £500 after a bid process. Karin continued;
“It was so thrilling to get this donation. We had all said we wanted to
put a free screening on at Christmas but knew this would be impossible
without someone stepping in. We are extremely grateful to the Parish
Council for believing in us”.
The group has also been donated a projector by visual display solutions
company, Christie.

A full programme of events and other
information can be found on their website
www.la-cinema.uk

LULA - Village Christmas Lights Project 2015
Pre-season greetings residents of Long Ashton! We are pleased to say that LULA is
in its 3rd year after the success of the central Christmas Tree last year. Thank you all
that volunteered, donated and attended the switching on ceremony!
This year we plan to grow the scheme for the village and have ambitions to
light up another tree in the village or erect decorations on the lamp posts!
Unfortunately we can’t do everything this year due to costs so watch this space!
We hope the businesses that took part last year will join us again for 2015. We
would like to welcome Apple Tree Day Care Nursery and both the Post Office
& LA Barbering who are jointly adding a tree between their businesses. Also
we are grateful to The Co-operative who continue to support the tree’s running
costs again! We are thankful to the Long Ashton Parish Council for supporting
us again this year. Also a mention to Mike and his team from Bristol Builders
(who help with the shop installations) and Gatcombe Farm (who supply the
trees) and finally the group of volunteers who give up their spare time in
collecting, erecting & removing the trees every year!
As always we are a community group and can only make this happen with
the generous contributions from our village residents, local businesses and
schools. Therefore all donations would be gratefully received and we will
ask again for collection points to be set up at the Post Office, Bird in Hand
and the Angel Pub nearer the time.
A date to remember: Monday 30th November @ 4pm (approx) is the
proposed date for the light switch on. It’s likely to be around the Co-op
Tree - look out for posters with more details in November.
If you want to get in touch, donate or have any suggestions then we would
be delighted to hear from you . . .
Join us on facebook @ facebook.com/projectlula
projectlula@outlook.com | 07833 744 182
Thank you again for your support,
- LULA Project Coordinator
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Over the summer LA Cafe continued to see more families making use of
the cafe with children enjoying Chew Moo Ice Cream from Dundry and
our new regular lunches enjoyed as a take away in the park or in the cafe.
We are now open from 10.00am - 1.30pm and serve sandwiches freshly
made to order with kettle chips and side salad (£3) as well as our usual
favourites - cheese scones and toasties, delicious homemade cakes and
all kinds of coffee and teas.
We were sad to say goodbye to Vickie who has baked some delicious
cakes using authentic recipes from across the Atlantic. Jane and Liz have
now joined the cafe team and we are supported by volunteers Alison,
Cliff, June, Annabel and Holly. We are looking for more volunteers so if
you are interested do pop in and complete an application form. If you can
spare just a couple of hours a month it would really help.
Wednesday and Friday we are now offering 15 minute basic holistic massage
sessions, head and shoulders is very popular (from just £5), Children’s story
telling takes place on Thursdays and Fridays when Keeds hall is open for
play. Fridays is also the day that our senior citizens group meets.
‘LA Coffee Stop has truly exceeded our expectations’ said Sarah Leong,
Community Centre Manager. “We are busy most days and there is a real
buzz about the place. We are seeing a real mix of people coming in of
all ages; hall users, mums and grandparents with little ones, walkers,
passing cyclists etc’ . . .
MONDAY SPECIAL If you haven’t visited us and are sometimes free
on a Monday morning, why not treat yourself to an Americano or pot of
tea with a slice of our homemade ‘cake of the week’ - just £2!!
All new activities will be listed on the cafe notice board. Should you
require any other information call the cafe on 07956 820 319
LA Cafe at the Community Centre, The Club Room, Long Ashton
Community Centre, Keedwell Hill, BS41 9DP
ALSO OPEN AT THE MONTHLY VILLAGE MARKET, FIRST
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
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LACA

LACCA
Long Ashton Community Care Amenities
Following the AGM held on 21st July 2015 it was agreed that LACCA will
unfortunately be dissolved. Many requests for help with the Association have
been made, regretfully none have been forthcoming.
The equipment will be offered to the user and any surplus equipment will be
offered to the Red Cross, Wheels of the World and other needy causes. The
surplus will be donated to charities connected with the village of Long Ashton.
LACCA was originally set up in July 1990 by a group of villagers to support
our local community. Over the years regular donations have helped purchase
items such as, Stair Lifts, Bath Lifts, Wheelchairs and many smaller items, thus
making life easier for those in the village requiring our help. It is with regret that
this decision has been taken and we thank you for your support over the past
25 years.

Chairman - Ron Chorley | Secretary - Margaret Skeeles
Treasurer - Mary Kingston | Equipment Supervisor - David Addis
Equipment Organiser -Kathy Clark
The above is a sad announcement to many current and possible future users of
this marvellous free service. As stated, for 25 years volunteers have provided
assistance to those members of the village in need of items to help them with
daily living. This has enabled many to remain in their own homes instead of
joining the increasing number reliant upon the NHS.
LACCA began when a friend of a lady, disabled with arthritis, approached the
then district nurse Mary Adams, to ask for help in acquiring a wheelchair and
other implements to make life easier. At the time there was a HELP scheme,
begun by the Parish Council, co-ordinated by the surgery with volunteers from
the Mother’s Union and others, who did what they could to assist those requesting
aid. The request for help was made by putting a large H in a householder’s
window and the local Milkman, Postman or passerby alerted the surgery.
Volunteers then came together to form a charity and extended the service with
the provision and installation of equipment at no cost to the recipient. Items
were donated to or purchased by the charity with money willed to or donated
to the charity.
There have been many volunteers over the 25 years of LACCA, too many to
name, but two stalwarts from the beginning to the end have been Ron Chorley
and Dave Addis.
To all who helped in any way, but particularly to Ron and Dave, the recipients
of equipment and their families extend a heartfelt thanks for service given so
willingly and cheerfully for 25 years.
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Long Ashton Surgery News
As the new Practice Manager, I am delighted to come on board and be
part of the valuable service that the surgery provides to the community
of Long Ashton. I am also struck by the commitment and dedication of
the team which works so hard to provide this service. Some of you may
have noticed new faces in the surgery. We would like to welcome Dr
Pippa Burns and Dr Leanne Kirby to the team (they joined us in August).
If you have not already been informed, please do ask who your named
Doctor is.
Now that the air is fresher every morning and the evenings are drawing
in, it is wise to start thinking about a few ways we can make the most
of the services that we provide. One of our busiest times of the year is
the Flu clinic and I would urge anyone who has had an invitation to the
Flu clinic to get in touch and book in their appointment. The dates for
the clinic are the 10th and 24th of October this year and appointments
are filling up fast. This will be an extremely busy time for the clinic and
parking will be at a premium. As always, please can I remind everyone
to park safely and with consideration to our neighbours? There is plenty
of spare parking at the Community Centre. If you park there during the
week you could also drop into the café and sample their lovely cakes
after your visit to the surgery. We also offer diabetes, COPD and Asthma
clinics and we are happy to do a free health check for 40-74 year olds,
just phone and book one.
We have been busy listening to your feedback and as a result of this, we
have added on-line patient access for booking appointments which has
proved extremely popular and patients are now able to look at their test
results and request prescriptions too. In addition, we have extended our
hours and are offering an early morning surgery from 7.30am Monday
to Friday and a late surgery (until 7.20pm) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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We are entering the season of coughs and colds and many of you will
require prescriptions. Repeat prescriptions must be delivered by 8.30am
to be processed within 48 hours.
Following a patient’s request - this timetable shows when doctors are
available. It is, however, subject to a two week rota and will change
according to holidays and sickness. It is always advisable to check with
reception for the availability of a preferred GP.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Dr. Grenfell-Shaw, Dr. Ford, Dr. Kirby, Dr. Harker
Dr.Ford, Dr.Cresswell, Dr. Kirby
Dr.Grenfell-Shaw, Dr.Ford, Dr.Kirby, Dr.Burns
Dr.Grenfell-Shaw, Dr.Cresswell, Dr.Burns
Dr.Cresswell, Dr.Burns, Dr.Harker

As always, we do try to see everyone in a timely manner and this is easier
if people arrive in time for their appointments. If for any reason you
cannot make your appointment please let us know so that we can offer
the appointment to someone else who needs it.
I look forward to meeting you at Long Ashton Surgery.

HEBRON CHURCH
warmly invites you to The

Carol Service

in the Village Hall on
Sunday 13th December at 6pm

ALL WELCOME

Leigh Woods Society
www.leighwoods.org
The Balloon Fiesta brought its usual traffic chaos. It was a bumper year for
the Fiesta with the perfect weather and amazing ascents. Unfortunately,
this brought many more people than usual to the Fiesta and as a result
many were turned away, so we understand. The car parks were full
causing further chaos. This in turn created a traffic jam that backed up
along the Cumberland Basin and into the City Centre. There was also a
traffic jam on the A369 from the M5.
The other problem was the mountains of rubbish mainly found at the
bottom of Rowham Hill, past the Police Centre and on to the roundabout.
We feel the Fiesta Organisers should discuss with Bristol City Council
and North Somerset Council, as a matter of urgency, the street cleaning
and bin emptying that is needed for their future events.
Result of Referendum: this was of course a resounding yes to adopting
the Neighbourhood Development Plan which affects Leigh Woods as we
are part of both the Parish and District Councils of Long Ashton. The
important point specifically for Leigh Woods is that the Development
Plan included our Village Design Statement which was drawn up in 2000.
This still sets out why Leigh Woods is a unique place and gives us extra
clout when discussing any planning issues.
Our Highways Committee met with representatives of North Somerset
Council (NSC) Highways Department on 29th September to discuss how
to manage the increased parking in our area. Various ideas were discussed.
Leigh Woods residents will be informed when a definite proposal may be
viewed and commented on.
During the Summer holidays we have had to put up with further traffic
problems as visitors came to tick Isambaaard off the list on their Shaun
in the City Trail. This was particularly noticeable on the last weekend of
August before he was uprooted from his pen near the Bridge. It involved
vehicles parked down both sides of Bridge Road bringing the traffic to a
standstill as there was no room to pass. This caused queuing the length of
the road from time to time.
The Suspension Bridge Trust is planning to update the Toll Booths.
Representatives of the Leigh Woods Society, as well as the Parish Council,
were invited to attend a preliminary presentation on 29th September by
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Purcell Architects, the firm appointed. They were at pains to emphasise
that over the next few months they will be canvassing ideas and thoughts
of the neighbourhood and that they will bring these together to come up
with a design that has the approval of the majority.
The National Trust have put up notices on North Road informing
visitors where the Forestry Commission car park is down the A369.
Unfortunately there is still no parking sign at the entrance of the Forestry
Commission road. One of the reasons we have increased visitors to the
woods is that ‘The Iron Age’ is now on the National Curriculum so many
pupils in Bristol, and the surrounding area, visit the Iron Age Hill Fort
in the Woods during their primary school years. This must be having a
detrimental effect on the remains of the Fort. We would like to know
what constructive steps the National Trust will take to protect this ancient
monument.
By the time this is published we will have had our October visit to Bracken
Hill gardens and our annual Autumnal Talk. We are looking forward to
the Leigh Woods Christmas Party, details of which will be distributed by
hand to each household.

Carols around the Crib
Outside Keedwell Church, Long Ashton
17th December 2015
From 6.15pm

Mince Pies and Hot Punch
Everyone Welcome
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The Church of
St Mary the Virgin
Leigh Woods

Forthcoming Events & Services
Christingle Service
Christmas Eve, 24th December at 4.00pm
A service designed with Young Children in mind
with lots of participation
Midnight Communion
Christmas Eve 24th December at 11.00pm
The tradition to start Christmas as we celebrate
Christ’s Nativity
�

The Greatest Story Ever Told
Sunday 6th December at 6.30pm

A festive musical Christmas evening
A unique illustrated musical version of the Christmas Story
as told by Tim Lewis and Sheila Furneaux.
Afterwards, wine and mince pies, included in with your ticket.

To reserve ticket at £6 contact Wo Hill
Tel 0117 230 6666
or Email wohill91@yahoo.co.uk
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Odds & Ends from the Parish Council
www.longashtonparishcouncil.com
The Parish Council office in the Jubilee Pavilion is open to the public most Tuesday
mornings from 10 am to 12 noon (allowing for the odd time when it will not be
possible to open due to staff sickness, holidays or similar). You are very welcome
to contact the clerk at other times by phone or email. The office is usually manned
from 9 am to 4 pm Monday to Thursday. There is an answer machine so you
can leave a message if the office is empty and I will endeavour to respond to any
messages the next working day.
Members of the public are very welcome to attend Parish Council meetings.
Agendas are displayed in the library and on the noticeboard near the Post Office
about a week before the meeting date and the draft minutes are available in the
library soon after the meeting. Agendas, draft minutes and approved minutes can
now also all be found on the Parish Council website.
Would a small grant make a big difference to your organisation? Every year the
Parish Council makes a number of (usually) fairly low value grants (not to be confused
with the community grant on which there is more information on this in this newsletter)
to groups that benefit at least some of the residents in the Parish. If a grant would make
a difference to your organisation contact the clerk or look at the community page on
the website to find out details of how to apply. All applications for funding in the next
financial year will need to be returned by the 23rd November 2015.
Parking on the pavement. Cars parked on the pavement make life very difficult
(not to say hazardous) for people in wheelchairs, parents with buggies and those
with limited vision. If you are causing an obstruction on the pavement you could
be fined but more importantly you are putting the more vulnerable members of our
community at risk. Please park considerately.
New Councillors. Roger Buxton, Barry Hayward, Sarah Hughes and Bruce Lee
have been co-opted onto the Council so all the vacancies have now been filled and
the Parish Council is back to full strength. If any further vacancies arise they will be
advertised on the noticeboards and the website.
Highways problems? Gregg Brake, the North Somerset Council Area Highways
engineer for our area, holds a surgery in Long Ashton Library on the last Thursday
morning of the month.
Communication. This newsletter is a really useful way of keeping everyone in the
Parish informed about news and events but as it is only published every four months
it can’t include those things that pop up in between publications. To be kept informed
watch the noticeboards, follow the clerk on twitter Long Ashton PC @ClerkLAPC
and keep an eye on the Parish Council website www.longashtonparishcouncil.com
How to contact the Clerk:
Telephone (01275) 393 551 | Email: clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
PO BOX 3102, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9XA
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Planning
At last a decision on the amount of housebuilding,
which North Somerset must accommodate by 2026,
has been made and shows an increase to around
21,000! This is not good news and is one which
has gone against the wishes of much of the local
community, councillors and MPs. We understand
the Government and North Somerset want to see
the Green Belt preserved so we must hope that as
many ‘brownfield’ sites as possible will be used
before any thought is given to losing any of our
highly valued countryside.
The Parish Council will certainly defend the Green Belt especially the area of
land which lies between the eastern end of the village and the Bristol boundary.
Audley Retirement have been granted permission to develop the Redwood
Lodge site for a Retirement Care Community. This will bring 124 apartments
with associated communal facilities and we look forward to seeing work started
here in the near future.
In July Crest Nicholson put forward their proposed plans for the Barrow
Hospital site, where, instead of the permission granted in 2013 for a care village,
they wish to build 156 houses. The site is currently owned by Del Piero and,
according to the project group, potential developers have shown no interest in
providing a Care Village. No doubt a number of people will be disappointed if
the Care Home does not materialise and realise there will be problems ahead
for school places and adequate medical facilities, which will become inevitable
from this number of properties. We understand an official application has been
placed with North Somerset. Although the site lies in Barrow Gurney Parish it
is on the border with Long Ashton so our Planning Committee with have the
opportunity to examine the plans and give their comments.
Two large festivals were held at Ashton Court during the summer months ‘Let’s Rock’ in June and the ‘Balloon Fiesta’ in August. Although these
events were enjoyed by many people a number of problems were experienced
especially with the very large number of people and vehicles at the Balloon
Fiesta. Representatives from our Council are due to meet with the organiser and
we hope many of these difficulties can be overcome for future years.
Many trees and hedges are needing attention, particularly in areas where
foliage overhangs the pavement, so we hope residents will continue to take any
necessary action so that people are not impeded when walking in the village.
Chairman, Planning Committee
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COMMUNITY GRANT up to £1,500
YOU VOTE TO DECIDE THE RECIPIENTS
The Parish Council has set aside a total of £2000 for 2 grants to benefit the
community. The residents of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods will be asked to
vote at a public meeting next March on which projects should receive this fund.
If you have an idea to improve life here and other residents agree, you could get
a maximum of £1500 to support your proposal. We hope there will be innovative
projects, addressing needs that so far are unmet. Local groups often struggle to
find funding and a small amount can make a huge difference; so this is your
chance to put your idea to the test of public opinion.
This is the second time the Parish Council will use this process. Last time, the
Long Ashton Growers Community Co-operative won the fund for their site off
Dawson’s Walk. This time there will be two grants: one of £1500 and the other
of £500. Groups or individuals from the parish can apply for both but cannot
win both grants. The process is:
Stage 1 Come to an optional briefing session at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 18th
November 2015 at the Pavilion in the Community Centre; we learned a few
lessons from the last time so this should be useful to pass on more information.
Stage 2 Complete an application form explaining how the community will
benefit from your idea. Submit it by midday, Monday, 11th January 2016
Stage 3 The Parish Council will vet applications to ensure they are practical,
appropriate and achievable; and within the Council’s spending powers.
Stage 4 Come to the decision event next March; present your idea; persuade
residents to vote for you.
For further information look at www.longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or
contact the Parish Clerk for an application form: 01275 393551.
Proposals can range from health initiatives through to arts or sports projects,
public safety to environmental improvements; the possibilities are as imaginative
or as everyday as you want for the village.
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LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL

LONG ASHTON
COUNCIL
YEAR ENDEDPARISH
31 MARCH 2015
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2015

SUMMARY INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

SUMMARY INCOME & EXOENDITURE ACCOUNT
£
INCOME

£

Precept
Interest Receivable
Burial Ground Fees
Rents Receivable
Highways & Footpath Income
Grants & Donations
Capital Receipts
S106 Receipts
VAT Reimbursements
Total Income

141,890
3,994
5,450
275
902
6,696
5,254
164,461

EXPENDITURE

Administration Expenses
Agency Services
S.137 Payments
Grants & Subscriptions
Running Costs:
Burial Ground, Churchyard
& Birdwell Recreation Ground
Taylor Wimpey Areas
Newsletter
Highways & Footpaths
Planning

45,100
61,324
12,809
4,752
3,552
10,945
417

Neighbourhood Development Plan
Capital Expenditure:
VAT on Payments
Total Expenditure

32,475
-65
5,254
144,088

CUMULATIVE FUND BALANCE ( including Reserves)
Balance at 1st April 2014
Total Income for year
Total Expenditure for year

462,325
164,461
144,088

Balance at 31st March 2015

482,698

The above is a summary of the accounts - if you would like to see the full
accounts please contact the clerk
The above is a summary of the accounts – if you would like to see the ful
please contact the clerk.

EXPLANATION OF ACCOUNTS
INCOME
Precept – this is the amount of money that is collected by North Somerset
Council on behalf of Long Ashton Parish Council in your Council Tax. For
the 2014/15 year it was £56.04 for a Band D property so just over £1 a week.
Highways and Footpath Income – This is the grant the Parish Council receives
from North Somerset Council to help pay the cost of our Village Orderly.
Grants Received – This is a grant from North Somerset to offset the effect
of the changes to Council Tax Benefit – which resulted in a reduction in
the amount of money the PC received from the precept.
VAT Reimbursements – Parish Councils are allowed to claim the VAT
they have spent on non-business activities.

EXPENDITURE
Grants and Subscriptions – The Parish Council subscribes to a number
of organisations, for example the Avon Local Council Association and
the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England and provides grants
to organisations in the villages. However, the bulk of this money is the
grant given by the Parish Council to LACA (Long Ashton Community
Association) to manage the Community Centre complex on Keedwell
Hill. LACA now also manage Peel Park so this year’s grant of £39,125
included £12,025 to pay for its upkeep. The Council also gave a grant of
£17,000 to support the Youth Club.
S137 Payments – Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 allows a
local council, to incur discretionary expenditure. However, because the Parish
Council has now claimed the General Power of Competence, a power of first
resort which gives it the power to do anything that individuals generally may
do, it had no need to use s137 this year.
Neighbourhood Development Plan – this shows a negative figure as an invoice
allowed for in last year’s accounts but paid this year was less than expected.
Balance - The balance is made up of general reserves, which covers
between 6 and 12 months general expenditure, and funds earmarked
for expenditure which the Council is anticipating. At the end of March
the Council had about £122,250 in general reserves and about £360,450
in earmarked reserves. Two thirds of the earmarked reserves is money
the Parish Council has received from the developers to maintain Peel
Park, the play areas in Kings Croft and Chancellors Park and some of
the open spaces in Chancellors Park. Earmarked reserves also include a
fighting fund so the Council can afford to respond to large scale planning
applications in the Parish.
The Parish Accounts are audited each year by an external auditor to see a
copy of the audited Annual Return for 2014 - 2015 look on the website or
contact the clerk to arrange to see it.
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Long Ashton Children’s Week

Please note most activities are chargeable. Please use the ‘Contac
What

Where

Sunshine and Puddles Stay & Play

L. A. Children’s Centre

10am - 1

L.A. Health Visitors Well Baby Clinic

L. A. Children’s Centre

1
(1st & 3r

Baby Ballet

Church House

Little P . U.M.A.S

Community Centre

Rugby Tots

Community Centre
(Main Hall/Keeds Hall)

1

L. A. Childminders Group

L. A. Children’s Centre

1

Story Time

Long Ashton Library

L. A. Toddler Group

Community Centre (Main Hall)

Westleaze Toddler Group

Church House

Multiple Births Group

L. A. Children’s Centre

Little P . U.M.A.S

Community Centre

Bookstart Rhymetime

Long Ashton Library

9.30am -

Boogie Bop

Community Centre
(Main Hall)

9.
10

LA Cafe Story Time

Comminity Centre (LA Cafe)

1

Rugby Tots

Community Centre (Main Hall)

9
1
&

The Singing Tree

Community Centre

LA Cafe Story Time (NB Keeds Hall open

11.15am 2pm -

9.30am - 1

1
(

9.45am - 1

alongside the cafe as a play space on friday)

Community Centre (LA Cafe)

1

Little Kickers

Community Centre (Keeds Hall)

9
10
11

Baby Ballet

Church House

Saturdads

Hebron Church

(2nd

Long Ashton Crusader Group

Hebron Church

10.30am-1

Messy Church

Hebron Church

3
(4th

The Fish Club

All Saints Church

8
9

1
(4th Sun ea

kly Activity Diary

(Birth to 5 years)

ct’ details to find out information on cost for individual activities
When

Who

Contact

11.30am (term time only)

For children under 5 years

L. A. Children’s Centre on 01275 888555

1.30pm - 3.15pm
rd Mon of every month)

Birth to 5 years

Health Visitors on 01275 866737

4pm - 4.45pm

Pre-Primary Ballet - 4+ Years

Dance Station tel: 0117 9655660
email: admin@dancestation.org.uk,

5pm - 5.35pm

Taekwon-Do classes
for 4-7 year olds

Email neil@bristolmartialarts.com
or tel: 07971 278440

9.30am - 10am
10.15am - 11am

2 to 3.5 year olds
3.5 to 5 year olds

Emma or Rob on 01275 544445 or email
rob@ rugbytots.co.uk www.rugbytots.co.uk

10am - 11.30am

All local childminders

L. A. Children’s Centre on 01275 888555

All pre-school children

Library on 01934 426060

4pm (term time only)

Birth to Pre-School

Laura Ballin on 07890 060594,
or email: laurasemail2000@yahoo.com

11.30am (term time only)

Birth to Pre-School

Caroline Probert on 07967 477974

10am - 11.30am
(term time only)

Support group for families with
twins or more in Long Ashton,
Backwell, Failand & Wraxhall

L. A. Children’s Centre on 01275 888555

5pm - 5.35pm

Taekwon-Do classes
for 4-7 year olds olds olds

rob@ rugbytots.co.uk www.rugbytots.co.uk

11.45am (term time only)

0 - 4 Years

Library on 01934 426060

.45am - 10.45am
0.45am - 11.45am

2 - 4 year olds,
Babies, crawlers and new walkers

Nia Peet, email: peetnia@gmail.com or Michelle
on 07989 596454, or email: michelleluckes@gmail.com
www.boogie-bop.co.uk

11am - 11.30am

Pre Schoolers

L.A.Community Centre on 01275 393 570
or email laca@btconnect.com

9.15am - 9.45am
10am - 10.30am
& 11am - 11.45am

2 to 3.5 year olds
2 to 3.5 year olds
3.5 to 5 year olds

Emma or Rob on 01275 544445 or email
rob@ rugbytots.co.uk www.rugbytots.co.uk

- 9.55am (term time only)

A fun way to prepare your child
to learn an instrument Pre-School (6mths-5years)

Mollie on 07905 786447
or email info@thesingingtree.co.uk

11am - 11.30am

Pre-Schoolers

L.A.Community Centre on 01275 393 570
or email laca@btconnect.com

9.00am - 9.45am
0.00am - 10.45am,
1.00am - 11.45am

Little Kicks, 11/2 years - 2yrs 3mths
Junior Kickers , 2-31/2 years
Mighty Kickers 31/2 - 5th birthday

8.45am - 9.30am
9.30am - 10.15am
10.15am - 11am
11am - 11.15am

Baby Ballet - 2.5 to 5 year olds
Baby Ballet - 2.5 to 5 year olds
Pre-Primary Ballet 4 years +
Tap Dancing - for age 4 years

Dance Station email: admin@dancestation.org.uk,
tel: 0117 9655660

A space for Dads and children to
have fun together - in association
with Long Ashton Children’s Centre

Email info@hebronchurch.co.uk
or call the Hebron mobile on 07815 891 026

3 years upwards

Email info@hebronchurch.co.uk
or call the Hebron mobile on 07815 891 026

Birth onwards
(accompanied by parent/carer)

Email info@hebronchurch.co.uk
or call the Hebron mobile on 07815 891 026

Pre-School upwards

Tel 01275 393109 for more info

10.15am (term time only)

10am - 12pm
nd Sat each month)

11.40am (during service)

3.30pm - 5.30pm
h Sun each month)

10am - 11.00am
each month during service)

Ruth Watts on 0117330 866 / 07825 270276
email; rwatts@littlekickers.co.uk
www.littlekickers.co.uk

Village Enhancement Scheme
For some years, many residents have made it clear in consultations that
they would like two things for the village:
- An attractive and vibrant
village centre
- Slower traffic along the
main road
The traffic consultant, Ben Hamilton
Baillie, has drawn attention to the
fact that before the by-pass was built,
the main road was the principle
route between Bristol and Weston.
When the bypass was opened in
1967, our road was left very much
as it was and never re-designed as
a village road; the priority is still
given to enabling a lot of traffic
to get through quickly with little
though for access within the village
and the safety of pedestrians.
We would like to make the village more usable for those not in a car,
especially children. That could mean slowing traffic speeds, introducing
more crossing points, re-imagining what the shopping area could look like.
How about widening the footways in some places so that pedestrians don’t
have to criss cross the road to find a wide-enough pavement? Could the
pubs and businesses be more visible and look more welcoming? Could
the wide sweep of the road as you arrive from Bristol be narrowed to
emphasise the village gateway - and slow traffic entering the village?
A group has now started to look at the detail of what is practical, realistic and
achievable. There may be difficult
decisions about parking and traffic
calming; so residents and businesses will
be at the heart of discussing the scheme.
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Once there is an agreed plan,
funding will have to be found. It
is most likely to be implemented
in stages. If you would like more
information, please look at the
Parish Council website. Much
consultation will be needed so
residents and retailers have a
chance to have their say as the plan
is drawn up.
Sh eila Hardingham

A Right Royal Celebration

No-on can have missed the fact that the Women’s Institute has celebrated
its 100th birthday this year. Newspapers, radio and TV programmes have
not missed the opportunity to highlight the influence which the WI has
had on the British way of life, initially in rural communities and more
recently spreading its message to towns and cities so that now there are
an estimated 212,000 members distributed throughout 69 Federations.
Weastleaze WI belongs to Avon Federation.
The inauguration meeting was held in Anglesey in September 1915, the
original concept having been conceived in rural Ontario, Canada and
brought to the UK by an indomitable lady named Madge Watt. Among
the branches she founded was Sandringham WI in 1919 which Her
Majesty Queen Mary joined, paying the 2 shillings membership fee. Our
present Queen followed her mother as a member and is their esteemed
President today.
So, to our village. From the records of Weastleaze I cannot trace the
beginning of the WI in Long Ashton, but November 1962 Mrs Woolley
of Long Ashton WI arranged a meeting with an executive committee
of Somerset Federation at which it was decided to form a second WI in
Long Ashton, this to be named Westleaze. 12 elected members formed
the committee from a membership of about 73. Meetings were held on
the first Wednesday of each month at Church House, the first one on 2nd
January 1963 at which Mrs Hurley was elected as President. We still have
one of those founder members alive with us today, namely Betty Collins
of whom we are very proud. Mothers of both Angela Neale and myself
were also founder members.
All Federations and Branches have enjoyed partying throughout this
year, the most prestigious one being hosted by the Duchess of Cornwall
in the gardens of Buckingham Palace by ‘graceful permission of H.M.
The Queen’. I felt very privileged to represent Westleaze on this occasion,
but what to wear excercised my mind to an unnecessary degree, perhaps
because the date was 2nd June and everyone remembers the weather
on Coronation Day 1953! The rain had stopped by the time we reached
London in the coach, in which extravagant hats lined the overhead racks
and cosy underwear remained hidden under expensive designer dresses.
(A field day for the rag trade) We were deposited near Grosvenor Gate
to join the queues of matrons from all over the country who now ringed
the wall of the Palace grounds. We were sufficient a spectacle that passers
by and passengers in taxis took out their cameras to take pictures. Every
guest presented her credentials to the policeman on duty as she passed
from the noise of the City traffic into the tranquillity of that lovely garden.
But strong gusts of wind accompanied us which without warning snatched
some of those glamorous hats prompting buxom ladies to give chase.
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The garden has all the attributes of a park with mature specimen trees, a
lake with ducks and coots nesting at the edge; and glorious flowerbeds my favourite was a mass of gently swaying pink foxgloves. Two military
bands played, though their music was often blown away by the strong
wind. Arriving in early afternoon, all 8000 guests were anxious for tea. We
were ushered to many short queues under canvas awnings where each lady
helped herself to a small rectangular plate, with indentation for a cup and
selected dainty crustless sandwiches and decorated cakes, all delicious.
Drinks were served by pretty waitresses dressed in traditional black and
white. There were no chairs but we could stand at high counters; and so
return for seconds if we wished - we did!
Conveniences for 8000 ladies was obviously a problem. One might have
to queue for 20-30 minutes. Happily I did not have a need, but privately
eyed the bushes, just in case!
We know a sprinkling of Royal ladies processed from the Palace to the
tea tent, namely The Duchesses of Cornwall and Gloucester, Princess
Alexandra and the Countess of Wessex, each one having brief words with
many members, but sad to report, Jenny, our President, and I never even
caught a glimpse of them in the throng, so we contented ourselves by
walking up the wide, shallow steps into the Palace and strolling along the
red-carpeted reception area admiring portraits, sculptures and busts of
Queen Victoria and members of her family.
We had been advised that cameras might be confiscated so Jenny Layton
and I left them on the coach and were disappointed not to have stateof-the art mobile phones which appeared from expensive handbags and
were surreptitiously put to good use that afternoon.
50 years previously, in 1963, the Queen herself had invited one member
from each WI group in the country to her garden in June for a party. I
looked through our minutes and found that Mrs Parish of Glebe Road
had represented Westleaze. Sadly, she does not appear to have written of
her experience.
The recent explosion in membership of the WI throughout the country
has yet to reach Long Ashton. We are currently 34 ‘Inspiring Women’!
Surely we are not unique in LA? Come join us.

Page27

Long Ashton Flower Show
The Long Ashton Horticultural Society Flower Show, which this year held
its’ 90th show has roots stretching back to 1880. In that year an estimated
5000 people attended the First Long Ashton Horticultural Society
Show of Flowers, Fruit and Vegetables which was hosted by Sir Greville
Smythe in Ashton Park. The shows in the nineteenth century were very
grand affairs, allowing those attending access to the Park, Gardens and
Horticultural Houses of the Ashton Court Estate. Musical entertainment
was provided on the terrace by the band of the Bristol Rifle Volunteers
and practical illustrations in manipulating live bees were given by The
Bristol Bee-Keepers Association. The show that took place in 1889 was
the last to take place in the nineteenth century, and no further shows took
place for 30 years.
In September 1918 as the First World War drew to a close, at a meeting of
The Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds (a friendly society) ‘The question
of holding a Flower Show for the benefit of members’ was discussed. Over
the coming months arrangements were made for a flower show to take
place in 1919 which was to raise money for a distress and relief fund. In
February 1919 the organising committee agreed to be called The Long
Ashton Horticultural Society.
The 1919 show was scheduled to take place
on 4th August, as this date coincided
with the North Somerset Agricultural
Society’s show it was decided to hold
the two events together in Ashton
Park. This arrangement continued
until 1928. There were often
disagreements between the two
societies a consequence of which
was the 1927 Flower Show being
abandoned and in 1929 the two
societies separated.
In 1936 the Royal British
Legion joined the Horticultural
Society to assist in organising
sporting events and dancing, this
arrangement continued until 1950.
No shows were held during World
War Two between 1940 and 1945. In

1946 when the show returned, continued rationing and shortages meant
the schedule was altered to replace the fruit cake with madeira cake and
there were concerns that some seeds and plants might not be available.
For several years in the 1960’s the show was opened by T.V. personalities,
Beryl Reid (Actress), Hugh Lloyd (Actor), Patricia Bredin (first United
Kingdom representative in the Eurovision Song Contest), Mrs Mills
(pianist) and Bruce Hockin (HTV Anchorman).
In 1974 Members of the Long Ashton Horticultural Society took part in
Radio Four’s Gardeners Question Time putting their questions to Fred
Loads, Bill Sowerbutts, Chris Bricknell Chairman and TV Presenter
Michael Barratt.
Over the 90 shows that have taken place since 1919 there have been many
unusual competitions and classes: Collection of Queen Wasps, Collection
of White Butterflies, Ladies Ankle Competition, Mixed Musical Chairs,
Tug-O-War, Guess The Weight of The Pig (the prize being the Pig!) a
Boxing Tournament as well as the traditional fruit, vegetable and baking
classes. The current Flower Show Committee regularly reviews the
schedule classes making amendments where necessary and introducing
new classes when possible.

Carols By Candlelight

will be on Sunday 20th December at 6pm

All Saints Church

Followed by Punch and Mince Pies

Long Ashton Community Garden
We are delighted to have made a start in the new garden - we have
put in some boundary logs, marked out a path and put in a few
plants. We had the official launch at the last market day, and children
made ‘leaf bunting’ to decorate the fence. Over the autumn and
winter we hope to have the outline for the garden ready for some
lovely planting in the Spring.
If you are interested in the garden, please come down and see us,
or call me, Diana, on 07950905669
We will be there every market day (first saturday of the month)
10am - 1pm and every third Sunday 1pm - 4pm.
We need people to work and also to offer moral support, make tea,
proffer advice, play, hunt for worms (very popular) etc!
It will be lovely to see you
The garden is next to Keedwell Church,
opposite the community centre car park.

Long Ashton Children's Centre
Long Ashton Children©s Centre are delig hted to offer a NEW breastfeeding
peer support group from November 2015. This new group will be held at the
centre on Thursday mornings and facilitated by local mums.
The mums have successfully completed a 7 week breast feeding peer
supporting training course and committed to supported the group on a
regula r basis. We would like to thank Long Ashton Parish Council for part
funding the training as this gave us the opportunity to increase the
number of trained volunteers.
We hope to offer a friendly and warm welcome to all breastfeeding mums
in the area, this will be a social group for mums and their babies with hig h
quality resources and a comfortable environment.
The Child ren©s Centre offers information and advice on local groups, child
care, volunteering opportunities and return to work. We also offer short
courses such as baby massage and will shortly offer first aid sessions.
For further information please call the centre on 01275 888 555

Sing with All Saints Christmas Choir
Do you want to sing with the Choir ar out candlelit Carol service:

6pm on Sunday 20th December
Extra singers are very welcome and, as always, we have some
lovely music for the choir to sing. It’s helpful if you can let
Heather Jenne know in advance.
Rehearsals will be 8pm - 9pm
on Fridays at All Saints Church
on 27th November, 4th December,
11th December and 18th December.
If you have any questions please contact
Heather Jenne on 0117 973 3451 or
hjenne@blueyonder.co.uk

The Long Ashton PANTOMIME 2016

The Glass Slipper

Long Ashton Village Hall
Friday 26th February @ 7.30pm
Saturday 27th February
@ 2.30pm & 7.30pm
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For further information
contact panto@longashton.plus.com

Community Connect
Community Connect is a free-toaccess service run in partnership
by Curo and the West of England
Rural Network (WERN). We aim to
help people in North Somerset aged
over 50 to access services in their
community that make sure people
get the right health support, remain
independent as long as possible and
find things to do that they enjoy.

Community
Lunch Club
Church House
Long Ashton
An excellent value
meal for all!

We are also looking for volunteers
who can help with events and to give
local people a helping hand to access
services, local groups and activities.

Main course, dessert with cheese &
biscuits, served with Tea or Coffee

We are really pleased to announce
that we have a new Community
Development Coordinator, Rehana
Siraj-Allen, who will be joining
Village Agent Lyndsay Newman
to bring the Community Connect
service to your area.

Please phone Carolyn Conolly
on 01275 393109
to reserve your place

If you feel that you or someone you
know might benefit from talking to
us, please give us a call on 01275 888
803, or if you are involved in a local
group and want us to speak at one
of your meetings we would be happy
to come along and spread the word
about the Community Connect
Service.

at a cost of £5.50

Dates and Times
Friday 23rd October @ 12.30pm
Please note change of date
Friday 13th November @12.30pm
Christmas Lunch Friday 11th
December @ 12.30pm - £6.00

We really want to find out more If you would like to come but need a
about what is happening in your lift, it may be possible to organise one.
community, so please give us a call.
Community Connect in attendance
at the flu vaccination sessions at the
surgery.

Classes to Stay Steady
with Age UK Somerset
Age UK Somerset run various activities across the District ranging
from Movement to Music, to seated Yoga, Stretch and Flex, Tai
Chi and Chair based Flexercise sessions as well as fun activities
like Boccia.
These are just some of the classes we run across North Somerset.
It’s more important than ever to get out and about and maintain
independence and these classes are a good reason.
“We all know the importance of maintaining and improving
flexibility and mobility. Our classes help increase range of
movements, help prevent thickening of arteries and reduce the
risk of injuries, muscle pains and cramps. They will also help
maintain energy levels and vitality to enjoy life to the full.”
We can also direct you to various other Staying Steady classes if
we don’t have what you are looking for, so get in contact today
and find a suitable session for you. Classes cater for every ability
from beginners to those returning to exercise or those just wanting
to try something new.
For further details please call Nikki Smith 07530 777 895 or email
nikki.smith@ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit our website www.
ageuksomerset.org.uk
Age UK Somerset is a local charity providing services for older
people, their families and carers in Somerset and North Somerset.
You can finds our more on the website www.ageuksomerset.co.uk
or by following Age UK Somerset on Twitter @AgeUKSomerset or
on Facebook www.facebook.com/AgeUKSomerset
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What’s Happening - Stroke Report
The Healthwatch North Somerset Special Enquiry on Community
Stroke Services is now available to download from our website.
Maternity Study
If you have recently had a baby, or know somebody who has, we would
like to hear your experiences. This could include ante-natal and postnatal care, health visits or children’s centres. If you would like to share
your story, please get in touch by post, phone or email or complete our
Maternity Services Questionnaire online.
Carers Campaign
CQC is the independent regulator of all health services and social care
in England. Their role is to register monitor and inspect all health care
services.
There are an estimated six million carers across England. Three in five
people will become carers in their lifetime. CQC is running a campaign
to encourage more carers to share their experiences of care on behalf
of their loved ones. They are reaching out to let carers know the care
they should expect for their loved ones. To help with this campaign,
they are looking for great case studies of carers to help them tell their
stories of who they care for, why they became carers and the impact
this has on their lives. They will use these touching and emotional
stories to illustrate exactly what being a carer involves in the media to
raise awareness.
If you know anyone who would be interested in sharing their story, or
you would like more information, please contact Erin Trknus at
erin.trknus@cqc.org.uk
Low Awareness of Non Lump Breast Cancer
Public Health England has launched a nationwide ‘Be Clear on Cancer’
campaign aimed at women aged 70 and over to drive awareness of
the risk of breast cancer amongst this age group and to increase their
knowledge of lesser-known breast cancer symptoms.
Approximately 30% of women diagnosed with breast cancer report
a symptom other than the lump. However, when asked to name the
symptoms of breast cancer, only half of women aged 70 and over (48%)
could name a symptom aside from a lump.
Despite older women being at an increased risk of breast cancer, they
are also more likely to delay going to their GP with breast cancer
symptoms. This years campaign activity reinforces the message ‘Don’t
assume you’re past it’. urging older women to visit their doctor straight
away if they notice any unusual change or persistent changes to their
breasts such as a lump, or a change to a nipple or to the skin or the
shape of the breast.
The campaign also encourages carers and family or friends of women
over 70 to be breast aware and talk to them about the signs and
symptoms of breast cancer, and if they have any signs encourage them
to see the doctor.
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Cut your energy costs at the town hall
Local charity the Centre for Sustainable Energy will be at WestonSuper-Mare Town Hall between 1.00-4.00pm on the third Thursday of
each month this winter. 19th November & 17th December.
CSE will be offering free and impartial drop-in advice on a wide range
of home energy related matters including:
•
•
		

Help moving from a key or card meter to a credit meter
Information about new key or card meter technologies
which can be cheaper and more convenient

•

Information about grants for heating systems and insulation

•

Tackling condensation, damp and mould

•

Staying warmer in the winter months

•

Finding a better deal for your gas or electricity

Did you know for example that some fuel suppliers now offer ‘pay as you
go’ meters. These work just like a key or card meter but can be topped up
using a smartphone or online meaning you can top up at any time from
your home. Often ‘smart pay as you go meters’ will also charge less for
the fuel and provide an in home display which lets you know how much
energy you are using and helps you to reduce energy.
The advisors will happily help anyone who turns up on the day, but to
avoid a wait, book an appointment by emailing home.energy@cse.org.
uk or texting ENERGYADVICE to 60777
with your preferred appointment time.
If you are not able to come to the town
hall, CSE’s Home Energy team offer free
advice on 0800 082 2234 and can in some
circumstances offer a home visit.

The REFUGEE CRISIS
The Parish Council is aware that some people in the parish are
concerned about the Refugee Crisis. The Home Office has prepared
detailed advice www.gov.uk/government/news/syria-refugees-whatyou-can-do-to-help-2
A snapshot taken from the website
I want to make a donation
The best way to help the refugees is to donate cash to humanitarian
organisations or charities. Many international organisations are
working in the UK, across Europe and in the countries refugees
are fleeing from, to provide aid and assistance. Recommended and
experienced humanitarian and relief agencies that you can support
include; The British Red Cross Appeal, Oxfam, Save the Children’s
Child Refugee Crisis Appeal, UNHCR Emergency Appeal, UNICEF
and World Food Programme.
The Refugee Action’s Emergency Appeal is currently raising money
for refugees and people seeking asylum in the UK.
I want to find out how I can help.
You can call the British Red Cross’s dedicated phone line on 0800 107
8727 if you’d like to discuss what you can do to help.
I have clothes/books/toys etc that I want to donate
The British Red Cross Shops, Save the Children and Oxfam will accept
quality clothing, books and unwanted gifts and money raised will go
to wards charities supporting the Refugee Crisis Appeal
I have a free room in my house
Many organisations in the UK operate accommodation hosting projects
to help vulnerable asylum seekers and refugees. You can call the Red
Cross’s dedicated phone line on 0800 107 8728 for more information.
I have a property that could be used to house refugees
Please contact your local authority where you will probably be
redirected to their private sector housing team.
I’m a professional who could help refugees integrate on arrival in
the UK
Contact the Refugee Council 020 7346 6700
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All Saints Church
Sausage & Mash Supper with

Saturday 16th January 2015 at 7.30pm
at Church House, 74 Long Ashton Road
Come as a team of 4 or join with others
Bring your own bottle
Raffle
Tickets £9.00 Youth £4.50
Proceeds to All Saints Heating & Fabric Fund
Tickets from Church Office on 01275 393109 or
Angela Neale on 01275 392336

Road verges are one of the most important, best loved
and frequently viewed habitats in the country . . .
So why are they still being destroyed?
A new Plantlife study shows that Britain’s road verges are home to 703 species of
wild plants, more than in any other part of our landscape, and 87 of them are either
threatened with extinction or heading that way. In addition, 88% of these wild plants
provide nectar and pollen for bees and other insects, making road verges essential
refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a plant for 132 species of insect.
In addition, 21 of the 25 Nation’s Favourite Wildflowers grow on road verges. From
cowslips and bluebells in spring to swathes of cow parsley and ox-eye daisies in early
summer, our verges are home to most of the 25 favourite wild flowers as voted for by
the public. And with 30 million drivers in the UK, they’re the most frequently viewed
habitat too, providing many people with their only regular daily contact with nature.
But in much of Britain road verges are still being needlessly cut down in full flower
threatening the wildflowers and the wildlife that depends on them. Many councils
have already started cutting verges - much too early in the year for flowers to be able
to set seed, and greatly reducing one of the most important food banks for our ailing
bees and other pollinators.
Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife’s Botanical Specialist, explains, “Over 97% of meadows
have been destroyed in England since the 1930s. In many areas, rural verges are the
last remaining stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. Road safety is the absolute
priority, but we know that verges can be managed better for wildlife whilst remaining
safe for motorists. This means adopting some simple changes to management - like
delay in cutting to allow seed to be set - so that wildflowers can thrive”.
Plantlife has produced new management guidelines and is urging the public to sign a
petition asking local councils to adopt them. Some councils are leading the way. Trials
in Dorset, for example, are investigating how to combat the over-vigorous growth of
grass on fertile verges (which is both detrimental to wildflowers and obscures driver
sight-lines), by stripping turf, using semi parasitic yellow rattle to stunt grass growth and
overgrazing verges with sheep. Plantlife is helping to showcase the work of councils like
Dorset to show others that it can be done. Our guidelines are being currently applied
to 11,700km of verge covering 2,300 hectares of verges - that’s equivalent to 2.5 times
the area remaining upland hay meadow in the UK - and with the public’s support we
can do even more.
Dr Dines adds, “If we just give them a chance, wildflowers can return. Meadow
crane’s-bill was once widespread across meadows - hence its name - but is now more
commonly found on road verges. It spreads readily when cutting is delayed and it’s
allowed to set seed. Maybe it’s time to change its name to “verge crane’s-bill”.
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All Saints
Church

Christmas Services

29th November (Keedwell)
10.00am Advent Sunday
Holy Communion Service
6.00pm (see website and parish magazine)
A service to celebrate the beginning of advent
13th December - 4.00pm Christingle
A candlelit service for children and
their families, focusing on the work of
the Children’s Society. (Approx. 45-60mins)

Come and Enjoy
Homemade Cakes
With Your
Afternoon Tea

at
The Angel Inn

20th December
6.00pm Carol Service
A traditional candlelit service of carols
and readings recounting the story of
Christmas. Please bring a torch.
(Approx 1 hour)

24th December
4.00pm Crib Service
Telling the story of the nativity, as we build
the crib together. An informal service for
young children and their families.

Tuesday 20th October

(Approx. 20-30mins)

11.30pm Holy Communion
First communion of Christmas.
A candlelit service lasting about an
hour. Please bring a torch.
25th December
10.00am Family Communion
A celebration for all the family,
0 - 109 years - lasts just under an hour
All services will be held at All Saints
Church unless otherwise stated.

Tuesday 17th November
Tuesday 15th December
(3rd Tuesday every month)

2.30pm - 4.00pm
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PROFILES
Roger Buxton

Moved to this attractive, friendly village 8 years go from Portishead to be nearer family
and friends in Bristol. A semi-retired HR Director in the aerospace industry, now an HR
consultant to SMEs.
I volunteer with the National Trust at Tyntesfield, work with the Senior Citizens Liaison
Team charity (www.sclt.us) which supports the older population with crime prevention
and support, am a Police Volunteer with Avon & Somerset Constabulary, and continue
as a volunteer director on the Board of North Somerset Enterprise Agency.
Particular interests are planning and development, crime prevention and traffic calming
& safety in our village.

Barry Hayward

I moved with my partner to Long Ashton in 2009. I currently work for Wessex Water as
their Head of Commercial Management (asset and risk control), after spending many
years in accounting and procurement roles. In addition to the council , I am a trustee for
Vision North Somerset and a non-executive board member of the Pipe industry Guild.

CRIB SERVICE

As a huge environmental sustainability supporter, I am interested in the plans for and
continued development of Long Ashton as a village

Christmas Eve @ 4.00 pm
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

Crib Service
Christmas Eve at 4pm
All Saints Church

20 - 30 minutes
Telling the story of the Nativity,
as we build the crib together an
informalthe
service
for young
and their families.
Telling
story
of children
the Nativity,
as we

build t
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together
– an informal service for young children

Parish Councillors 2015 - 19
Contact Details
Council Chairman - Rod Sterland

Vice-Chairman - Phil Jackson

Ms J Booth

19 Well Close, BS41 9NB

01275 393247

Dr B Burrows

1 Perry Road, BS41 9FE

01275 395257

Mr R Buxton

20 Kings Croft BS41 9EE

01275 393683

Mr C Cave

Rudge Farm, Flax Bourton, BS48 3QS

01275 462774

Ms S Hardingham

79 Providence Lane, BS41 9DL

01275 393690

Mr M Harris

Nightingale House, Valley Road, LW, BS8 3PZ

0117 973 5878

Mr B Hayward

123 Weston Road, BS41 9AE

07785 971053

Ms S Hughes

contact the clerk

Dr P Jackson

90 Theynes Croft, BS41 9NN

Mr D Johnson

46 Kings Croft, BS41 9EE

Ms L Lansley

30 Rayens Cross Road, BS41 9DZ

Mr B Lee

30 Birdwell Road, BS41 9BB

Mrs B Mackwood

Gatcombe Court, Flax Bourton, BS48 3QT

01275 393141

Mr S McQuillan

19 Elmshurst Gardens, BS41 9AY

01275 545539

Mr N Moorcroft

Brookside Cottage, Yanley Lane, BS41 9LW

01275 394699

Miss A Moser

c/o Cllr M Harris

Mrs J Pullin

1 Lovelinch Gardens, BS41 9AH

01275 393617

Mrs I Scoones

Failand Lawn, Clevedon Road, BS8 3TN

01275 392676

Mr R Sterland

65 Providence Lane, BS41 9DL

01275 393591

Miss M Uppington

35 Ridgeway Road, BS41 9EY

01275 393228

Mr A Wilkinson

61 Kings Croft, BS41 9ED

01275 392702

01275 392757
01275 393748
-

-

