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Enjoying a coffee on the lawn
outside LA cafe in September
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Mid-October 2016 to Mid-February 2017
Please note that this Newsletter, whilst preserving strictly a non-political nature,
provides a forum for the views of the people in Leigh Woods and Long Ashton.
The members of the Parish Council do not necessarily share those views.
Un-attributed articles however are meant in general to be for the information
and entertainment of the public and are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit any material
submitted for publication.
Editorial Group for this issue - Liz Lansley, Janet Turp and Mary Uppington

By submitting articles for publication
you are also giving approval that they will also be used
on the Parish Council website.
Future copy should be clearly labelled ‘NEWSLETTER’ and sent to

Long Ashton Parish Council,
PO Box 3102 Long Ashton, Bristol
or e-mail to clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
The CLOSING DATE for copy for the next edition
covering the 4 months mid-October 2016 to mid-February 2017 is

10:00am 1st February 2017
© Editorial Group
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Chairman’s Letter
Dear Residents,
The nights are drawing in and winter approaches, as does the opening of the South
Bristol Link Road. The Parish Council has long had concerns about the impact
this will have on traffic around and through the village and will be monitoring the
effects this has.
Taylor Wimpey has made its initial presentations on their proposed housing
development “The Vale”. There were numerous indications of large open spaces in
the development but it is important to remember this is, in effect, the equivalent of
two Long Ashtons being constructed alongside our village. We have had previous
experience with developers making promises to gain planning permission, but the
subsequent delivery on those promises has left a lot to be desired. Long Ashton,
Dundry and Barrow Gurney Parish Councils are working together to oppose The
Vale and we will keep you informed as things develop.
We as a village are fortunate in the facilities that are available to us in our locality.
It was good to see the re-instatement of the cash machine at the Co-op after the two
unfortunate incidents that had seen the loss of both machines previously.
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Odds & Ends from the Parish Council
www.longashtonparishcouncil.com
The Parish Council office in the Jubilee Pavilion is open to the public most Tuesday
mornings from 10 am to 12 noon. You are very welcome to contact the clerk at other
times by phone or email. The office is usually staffed from 9 am to 4 pm Monday to
Thursday. There is an answer machine so you can leave a message if the office is empty.
Members of the public are very welcome to attend Parish Council meetings, which are
held at 7:30 pm in the Jubilee Pavilion, Keedwell Hill. Agendas are displayed in the
library and on the noticeboard near the Post Office about a week before the meeting and
the draft minutes are available in the library soon after the meeting. Agendas, draft and
approved minutes can also be found on the Parish Council website.
Committee and Council meeting dates for the rest of this year and the beginning of the
next are:Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday

07
14
28
12
19
09
16
30
06
13

November
November
November
December
December
January
January
January
February
February

Planning
Council
Highways and Burial Ground
Planning
F&GP (Oct/Nov)
Planning
Council
Highways and Burial Ground
Planning
F&GP (Dec/Jan)

Normally there would be a summary of the PC accounts included in this newsletter,
however, the auditors have yet to complete the audit so they will be in the next one.
They will be available on the website soon after the audit is complete.
Would a small grant make a big difference to your organisation?
Every year the Parish Council makes a number of (usually) fairly low value grants to
groups that benefit at least some of the residents in the Parish. If a grant would make
a difference to your organisation contact the clerk or look at the community page on
the website to find out details of how to apply. All applications for funding in the next
financial year will need to be returned by 28th November 2016. The way that grants for
youth organisations are considered will be changing this year but has not been finalised
yet. So if you represent a youth organisation and want to apply for a grant, please
contact the clerk before completing a form.
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Community Grant
Changes are being made to the timing of the Community Grant process so that
unsuccessful bids can apply through the normal Parish Grant process. This means that
there won’t be a grant awarded this financial year and the next ‘decision meeting’ will be
in October 2017. Watch out for more information next spring/summer.
Dog waste
Dog waste is a perennial problem and there seems to be an increasing number of dog
poo bags left hanging in trees and shrubs. Please take the bag home with you or find a
bin to put the bag in. There is nobody available to collect them and if the bags aren’t
biodegradable it will be a long time before they disappear.
Highways problems?
Potholes, drain problems, fly tipping and a lot of other Highways issues can be reported
directly to North Somerset Council – either on the ‘do it online’ part of the website or by
calling Council Connect on 01934 888 802. Gregg Brake, the North Somerset Council
Area Highways engineer for our area, holds a surgery in Long Ashton Library on the last
Thursday morning of the month.
Planters in the Village
The PC has some planters in the village, outside the Co-op and the dentists, which they
plant up, water, weed and generally look after. With a little more love they could look a
bit more interesting so the PC wondered if there was anyone or a group who would like
to take them on as a project. If you are interested please contact the clerk.

How to contact the Clerk:
Telephone (01275) 393 551 | Email: clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
PO BOX 3102, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9XA
Don’t forget you can follow the PC on twitter Long Ashton PC @ClerkLAPC.
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The Long Ashton Pantomime

Goldilocks
and the

Three Bears

Friday 24th February 2017, 7.30pm
Saturday 25th February 2.30pm & 7.30pm
Long Ashton Village Hall
Adults £7, 2-16s £3, under 2s free

Tickets from:

Val 01275 392148 or Mim 07846 743580
email: panto@longashton.plus.com
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Village Enhancement Scheme
Should Long Ashton have a 20mph zone?
In our last report we asked the question ‘should Long Ashton have a 20 mph zone?’
Earlier this year we submitted proposals to North Somerset Highway officials asking
them to assess the feasibility of introducing a 20 mph speed limit in the village
centre (shopping area). This would be introduced along with some soft measures
to encourage drivers to slow down. Unfortunately, we are unable to share these
proposals with you as Highways’ officers currently do not have staff to do this work
due to spending cuts so there is a delay, but we hope it won’t be too long before we
can share detailed proposals with residents and businesses.
In the meantime, we would like to hear from you if you feel strongly about the issue
of speed in the village centre, as this is where the volume of pedestrians is greatest
and safety is crucial. The pavements are often narrow and uneven, curbs broken, and
there is only one zebra crossing. Also, the main road through the centre has to be
crossed by many families and children on their way to school so safety is paramount.
Here are some thoughts from residents in different parts of the village:
“I strongly favour lowering the speed limit to 20 mph in the central part of the
village for safety, to make walking through the village more pleasant and to put off
some drivers that use the village as a rat run. Here is a quote from ROSPA - ‘The
risk of a pedestrian who is hit by a car being killed increases slowly until impact
speeds of around 30 mph. Above this speed, the risk increases rapidly, so that a
pedestrian who is hit by a car travelling at between 30 mph and 40 mph is between
3.5 and 5.5 times more likely to be killed than if hit by a car travelling at below 30
mph.’ As we all know, a lot of people exceed the 30 mph limit.” Jane Booth, Well
Close, Theynes Croft
“The pavements along the main road need to be widened to enable pedestrians to walk
safely if we are to encourage more people to walk and children to walk to school. At
the moment there are places where it is too narrow even for two people to walk side
by side. Traffic speeds urgently need to be controlled if the village is to be a safe place
for all.......drivers, pedestrians and cyclists.” Trish Kabala, Ridgeway Road
“I have lived on Yanley Lane for fifteen years and use the lane as a car driver, cyclist,
dog walker and occasionally horse rider/walker. I use the lane daily at different times
of the day and night. I have had one car swerve to drive at me; I fell over and
ripped my trousers. The van following the car saw the incident and chased after the
car to get its number. I reported the incident to the police and went to the station to
give a statement, but received no follow-up. The root of the problem isn’t volume of
traffic but attitude of drivers which I believe has got worse over the last few years in
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particular. They drive at speed with no expectation of finding pedestrians or anyone/
anything else and fairly often refuse to slow down even if they are passing by on a
narrow stretch of road. At least one cat, one grass snake, three hedgehogs, one weasel
and numerous birds have been killed in a 100m stretch of the lane in the last two
years. All these deaths could have been avoided by using the lane as a lane not a
motorway.” Amanda Barrett, Yanley Lane
“Living near the speed detector on the main road we are shocked at how often it flashes
as people speed along this straight stretch through the village. It often feels unsafe
when walking or cycling along the road as drivers are impatient and aggressive when
using the road as a short cut.” LA Rd resident.
“I fully support introduction of 20mph speed limit through the centre of the village.
Currently LA is being used as a “bypass” for the bypass with more and more commuter
traffic choosing to drive through the village, and this can only increase when the
new roundabout on the bypass comes into full effect; vehicle numbers are likely to
increase, making LA a very unsafe place for pedestrians and cyclists. I don’t believe
that reducing the speed limit alone will solve the problem; I support the suggestions
for physical changes to the road with road narrowing and build-out.” Sarah Hughes,
Weston Road.
“We agree that a little bit slower is a whole lot better and that if Bristol can achieve
20mph safe zones so can the village of LA. This way our disabled grandmother and
toddler can enjoy a safer, happier & healthier environment. Let’s make this happen we can do it!” The Blanks-Walden Family, LA Rd.
“Please make it safer to cross the main road at Brocks Lane to Yeomeads. Walking to
school would be so much safer and more pleasant if the traffic was travelling at 20mph
at this natural crossing point.” Jo Tyas, Rayens Cross Road.
What do you think? Should the Parish Council be considering a 20mph speed limit in
the centre of the village? There will be consultation before any 20mph measures are
implemented so you will be able to see the proposals for the centre of the village then.

VILLAGE ENHANCEMENT WORKING GROUP
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Coming soon to LA CINEMA…..
LA Cinema is preparing an amazing season of films for this autumn,
starting with a very special Halloween title, “The Witch”.
Robert Eggers’s Sundance prize-winning feature debut is an
atmospheric chiller rooted in the fertile soil of religious zealotry,
social isolation and original sin.
New England, 1630: William and Katherine lead a devout Christian
life, homesteading on the edge of an impassable wilderness, with five
children. When their new-born son mysteriously vanishes and their
crops fail, the family begins to turn on one another…
The Witch, (Robert Eggers, 2015) Saturday 15th October - 8pm
In November LA Cinema Classic will be paying tribute to Cary Grant with
a film chosen by our audience. Come along and enjoy tea and cakes
while watching Cary Grant and Grace Kelly in “To Catch a Thief”
Catch a Thief (Alfred Hitchcock, 1955) Sunday 13th of November - 3pm
Also in November LA Cinema is proud to present the critically acclaimed
Turkish film “Mustang”. Winner of the Europa Cinema award at
Cannes 2015 and set in a remote Turkish village, this film depicts
the lives of five young orphaned sisters and the challenges they face
growing up as girls in a conservative society.
Mustang (Deniz Gamze Ergüven, 2015) Saturday 19th November - 8pm
Tickets available online at la-cinema.uk, Post Office and LA Café.
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LONG ASHTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
We list below the speakers that have been booked over the next few months for the
Local History Society’s Winter programme.
On November 3rd Michael Manson will be talking on Vice and Virtue - Old Market
through the ages. Shirley Hodgson, who has spoken to us before, will be returning on
the 1st December to give us an insight into Tracing Your Family History. On 5th January,
Tony Coverdale will be outlining the rise and fall of the brass industries in the Avon and
Chew valleys from 1750 - 1925. Mike Hooper, another familiar face, will be talking on
Bristol in the 1930s and 1940s. This will take place on 2nd February.
As usual these meetings, all on the first Thursday of the month, will take place in the
Jubilee Pavilion at the Village Hall complex commencing at 7.30pm.
Visitors are very welcome.

- Tel: 393617

LACCA
Long Ashton Community Care Amenities
At the AGM in July 2015 it was agreed that LACCA would be dissolved. Since then
the committee have been organising, servicing and distributing the equipment, together
with making donations to local groups.
All those who had items of equipment in their homes were given the option of keeping
them. Every stairlift which had been installed and retained has been serviced, and all
usable equipment has been donated to: local residents, Blesma (the Limbless Veterans
Society), St. Albans Church (Syrian refugees) and Changing Lives.
Funds have been donated to the following: Youth Club, Scouts, Guides, Pantomime, LA
Toddler Group, Westleaze Toddler Group, All Saints Church (disabled access), Parish
Council (defibrillator), LA Community Association (playground equipment) and a seat
outside Keedwell Church.
The committee would like to thank everyone involved with LACCA, both past and
present. There is no doubt it has had enormous impact on the lives of the local community
of Long Ashton over the last 25 years.
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https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/services/watch-community-schemes/partners-andcommunities-together-(pact)/

Partners and Communities Together (PACT)

PACT
OPEN MEETING
Wednesday
11th January 2017
at 7.30pm
Jubilee Pavilion,
Community Centre Keedwell
Hill, Long Ashton
This is an opportunity for you to ask
questions of your local Police. Come
along and take part.
What is PACT? (Partners and Communities Together)

Partners and Communities Together gives you the chance to
influence what happens in your neighbourhood. PACT is a mechanism
whereby issues identified through PACT meetings in your
neighbourhood, are taken to a PACT partnership panel where courses
of action are agreed.

Planning
The latest information from Audley Redwood tells us that
40% of its properties have been sold and it is launching a
Village Model to show what the village will look like when
built. This will be available for anyone to view - contact
01275 217777.
Various documents have been produced by North Somerset
(NS) Council. One of the most interesting was a PreCommencement Document which sets out the proposed scope and programme for
the preparation of the NS Local Plan 2018-2036. We have emphasised, once again,
that protection of the Green Belt is vital and we also highlighted the importance of
the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, which needs to be done in depth.
Libraries and Children’s Centres
A Community Access Review is taking place about the future of Libraries and
Children’s Centres. We are convinced these services are extremely valuable and
know they are well-used by our residents, so we are pleased that NS Council is
looking to retain our library and children’s centre. We understand the costs of
keeping the library so we agreed to support NS in encouraging more people to use
the library, search for volunteers to help in this area and generate additional income.
Ultimately, we may at some point need to contribute to the cost of this service.
Fences and Planning
It has become noticeable that the appearance of some newly erected fences does
not fit in comfortably with the existing environment. A recent reminder from NS
explains that you need to apply for planning permission if you wish to erect or
add to a fence, wall or gate - if it would be over 1m high next to a highway (or the
footpath of such a highway) or over 2m elsewhere. However, you will not need
to apply for permission to take down a fence, wall or gate or to alter, maintain or
improve an existing fence, wall or gate if you don’t increase its height - except in a
Conservation Area where permission might be needed. It is always wise to contact
NS’s Planning Department before starting any work.
Festivals
Two festivals were held at Ashton Court during the summer months: Let’s Rock in
June and the Balloon Fiesta in August. Once again, these events were enjoyed by
many people with a variety of balloons sailing over us and landing in the village.
There seemed to be fewer problems with vehicles and traffic as directions were
more clearly signposted. However, we anticipate representatives from our Council
will meet with the organiser to discuss how further improvements may be made.
Chairman, Planning Committee
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All Saints Church
Sausage & Mash Supper with

Saturday 5th November at 7.30pm
at Church House, 74 Long Ashton Road
Come as a team of 4 or join with others
Bring your own bottle
Raffle
Tickets £9.00 Youth £4.50
Proceeds to All Saints Church, general funds.
Tickets from Church Office on 01275 393109 or
Angela Neale on 01275 392336
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Leigh Woods Society
www.leighwoods.org
The Summer Party, despite all our hopes, was held in a downpour. However
many stalwart residents ignored the rain and enjoyed wine and canapes
under the marquee and gazebos kindly erected by noble volunteers led
by Michael Bothamley. For Tina Pritchett, our new Party Co-ordinator,
it was a baptism of fire, or perhaps rain, but everything went off very
well. The children looked as though they were practising for Glastonbury
in a few years’ time as they turned their backs on any protection from
the elements and revelled in the rain. We raised sufficient funds on the
door to give a donation to the Lynne and Michael Bothamley’s chosen
charity: the High Sheriff’s Fund via the Quartet Community Foundation.
As always a big thank you to our hosts and everyone who helped out.
Neighbourhood Watch:
We have received the Neighbourhood Watch circular with the usual
seasonal reminder that the evenings are drawing in. Keep doors and
windows closed and locked when property is unattended. Check all
outbuildings and make sure your home looks occupied even when you
are out by using lights on timers etc.
Clifton Suspension Bridge:
The works to the Leigh Woods tower are now complete. David Anderson,
the former Bridge Master, retired at the end of September after ten years.
His final message: “… it has been a great privilege to be responsible for this
incredible bridge and undoubtedly the highlight of my civil engineering
career. I much appreciate the support and goodwill of the local residents
and the Society in most of the things the Trust has done during that time!
A new Bridge Master has been appointed - Trish Johnson - who is a very
experienced and well-qualified civil engineer. She will be available with
the same contact details from October and I am sure will be keen to meet
the Society members in due course.”
Tour of Britain:
There was a street party atmosphere along Bridge Road during the cycle
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race particularly in the afternoon. There were bbqs and deck chairs lining
the road. Wine, beer and burgers perfumed the air as the cyclists raced past
with their attendant cars giving chase. The speed at which the cyclists
went down Rownham Hill was a sight to behold and quite unnerving.
Thank goodness it wasn’t raining and they had to do it six times! All
the roads around the race route were closed and a particular delight was
finding a party of people who had set up their rug in the middle of the
Ashton Court Gate traffic light system at the top of Bridge Road and were
settled in for an afternoon’s entertainment.
Parking Problems:
The emergency yellow lines have now been painted down one side of
Bridge Road and up to and around the dangerous corner in North Road.
These were put in under North Somerset Council’s (NSC) emergency
powers in order to ease the congestion that has built up over the last
six months. However, it does not address the wider issue of commuter
parking in Leigh Woods and the inevitable spread outwards of the parking
now that these restrictions are in place. The problems are compounded
by people ‘dumping’ cars in the area for weeks at a time and occasionally
abandoning them altogether.
The National Trust:
There is a continuing problem with pedestrian safety at the North Road
entrance to the Woods. The National Trust is having ongoing discussions
with NSC about providing a dedicated walkway on National Trust land
along the side of North Road. We are very pleased to hear this, and hope
it will be carried out before there is a fatal accident.
There are now frequent school visits to Stokeleigh Camp as the Iron Age is
now on the curriculum of Primary Schools. Most come by minibus: some
drop off and collect, others park in North Road for the duration of the
children’s visit.				
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A time for
all the family!
Craft, games, puppets, stories, informal worship
and food.
th
Every 4 Sunday 3.30 - 5.30pm
2016 – Sept.25th Oct.23rd Nov.27th *Dec.18th (10.30am)
A time for
2017 - Jan.22nd Feb.26th Mar.26th Apr.23rd May 28th
No Charge - just come along.

Cooked tea provided

for more info call: 0781 589 1026
Hebron Church is at the top of Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton

Hebron Church with Long Ashton Children's Centre
Invite you to :

SATURDADS
A space for Dads and Children to have fun together
Toys & Games Coffee & Bacon Butties
2nd Saturday of each month 10am - 12 noon
2016 - Sept. 10th Oct. 8th Nov.12th
Dec.10th
2017 - Jan.14th Feb.11th Mar.11th Apr.8th May 13th Jun.10th Jul.8th
At Hebron Church - top of Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton
No Charge
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ffi call: 0781 589 1026 or just come along and see!

What’s on at Hebron Church
Hebron Carol Service - Sunday 4th December at 6pm,
Long Ashton Village Hall (Community Centre)

Hebron Nativity Service (with Messy Church)
Sunday 18th December at 10:30 am, Hebron Church
Saturdads - 10am at Hebron Church

A space for Dads and children to have fun together and eat bacon butties!

Saturdays October 8th, November 12th & December 10th
Messy Church - A time for all the family,
3:30pm at Hebron Church Sundays October 23rd, November 27th &
December 18th (10:30 am for the Nativity!)

Westleaze W.I.

Meetings are held at 7.30pm
on the 1st Wednesday of the
month in the Jubilee Pavilion
November 2nd
A.G.M.
No competition
December 7th
DEMONSTRATION
OF CHRISTMAS
TABLE ARRANGEMENT
Mary Magro/Wendy Gibb
No competition

LAILA

Long Ashton Independent
Ladies Association
Meetings are held at 7.15pm
on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month in the Village Hall
November 16th
A.G.M. and
BRING AND BUY SALE
FOR CHARITY
December 14th
CHRISTMAS PARTY
WITH MUSIC
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THE PLIGHT OF THE LONG ASHTON BRANCH
OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The Long Ashton Branch is going through a very difficult time. This is because

membership of those with service in the armed forces is becoming more
depleted year-on-year as age takes its toll. Furthermore, the current officers
and committee are mostly in their late seventies or eighties and are not
computer literate. Computer skills are essential due to the introduction of
more and more information technology into the administration by HQ. This
time last year our current secretary encouraged the officers to do another year,
the majority having indicated they wished to stand down. Alas, the situation
did not ease and our Club Committee took the decision that they could no
longer afford to renew the lease and the maintenance of the premises and the
extended lease, which expired on 30th September, was not renewed.
The purpose of this letter is to appeal to the community to help the Branch
overcome its plight. There is no requirement to be an ex-serviceman to
be a member. The only requirement is to be a member and to support the
objectives of the Legion so as to enable the Branch to fulfil its charitable
commitments. To this end, I invite members of the community with the right
skills to step forward for the essential positions of Treasurer and Secretary.
This invitation is also open to anyone who wishes to become a member
and help in whatever way they can. My situation has changed somewhat
with the loss of my wife, and so I am willing to continue for one more
year. However, bearing in mind that I am 81 years old, this can only be
for a transitional period. If the Branch is unable to appoint these essential
officers, it will have to close, with the inevitable consequences.

Does the community wish to witness:
• The decline of the Remembrance Sunday Parade
through the village or the decline in the Legion's input
to the Remembrance Service at All Saints?

• The loss of the annual service in the Legion's Memorial Garden
at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month?
• A decline of the Legion's input into the Remembrance Service
for the Polish Airmen who died
when their Halifax Bomber crashed into the village?
• The end of the Male Voice Choir Concert at All Saints
on the Friday before Remembrance Sunday each year?
• The loss of the Long Ashton Branch Standard being carried
at the funeral of loved ones who served in the military?
• A decline in the effectiveness of the Poppy Appeal
in Long Ashton and surrounding districts?
• A reduction in the placing of wreaths at
the war memorial in All Saints and
at the graves of ex-military persons in the graveyard?
• The loss of volunteers keeping an eye on the welfare
of ex-military and their kinfolk and
giving advice when and where needed?
If the answer to these questions is 'No', and you are able to offer help,
please contact me on 01275 392714, or any of the current Branch Officers.
- Branch Chairman

WESTLEAZE WI
Westleaze Womens Institute is growing, with new members attracted to its
monthly meeting at the Jubilee Pavilion.
Our WI, with the national motto "Inspiring Women", isn't just the monthly
meeting with speakers, interesting and varied though these are, but it also
engages in many other activities.
There are monthly coffee meetings at various establishments, Tyntesfield
and local hostelries included. Twice a month the more energetic members
join together for morning walks sometimes on hard surfaces, sometimes on
the local footpaths.
We have sent quiz teams to Church House and to other WIs in Avon Federation
with varying results. Members also attend countywide federation events
and some have visited Denman College (owned by national WI) where they
have undertaken 2 or 3 day courses in various subjects.
We have started to go out for lunch, recently to the Italian restaurant at
Backwell and will soon be going to the Curzon Cinema at Clevedon to see
the live screening of The Entertainer. There is even talk of starting a Keep
Fit group.
As can be seen the WI in Long Ashton is not all "Jam and Jerusalem" but
offers a varied programme of events. Life can be very busy as a WI member,
if one wishes. However there is no compulsion to take part just a choice to
do what suits you.
Do join us at the Jubilee Pavilion, Keedwell Hill on the first Wednesday of
the month at 7.30pm. A warm welcome awaits.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
LONG ASHTON BRANCH A.G.M
7.30 PM, MONDAY 21ST NOVEMBER
IN THE VILLAGE HALL GREEN ROOM
(ALL MEMBERS SHOULD ATTEND
THIS IMPORTANT MEETING)
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Help us light up Long Ashton this year!
Remember all the lovely sparking Christmas trees above the shops
and the other large trees covered with fairy lights last year? We
plan to have them all up this year but unfortunately Jamie Flint is
no longer living in Long Ashton to lead the light up. Some ‘Light
Up Long Ashton’ volunteers have also moved from the village so
although we have a couple of parish councillors who will lead the
effort to make Long Ashton sparkle, we do need another couple of
volunteers to make the job easier.

CAN YOU HELP?

If so please contact clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com

Come and enjoy
homemade cakes with
your Afternoon Tea
at
The Angel Inn

18 October, 15 November,
20 December and 17 January
(3rd Tuesday every month)

2.30pm to 4pm
£2.50 per person
Proceeds to All Saints Access Project
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Dr Iain Campbell 1922 ~ 2016
Many friends were sad to say goodbye to Iain in July. He played a part in
many aspects of life in Long Ashton, not least many trees planted throughout
the village.
He was born in 1922, brought up in Lanarkshire, south of Glasgow, left
school at 17 with his Highers and decided to follow a career in horticulture.
During the war, he started in the RAF as a Flight Mechanic, joined a bomber
squadron and later became an instructor on aero engines.
After attending the Royal Horticultural Society at Wisley as a student, he was
awarded the Wisley Diploma and the National Diploma in Horticulture with
Honours – a rare achievement. Iain later moved to the Long Ashton Research
Station and spent the next 40 years working on woody plant viruses and
genetics and virus-free rootstocks.
Iain’s research was very productive and he published over 100 scientific
papers and books. He was awarded two post-graduate degrees from Bristol
University; as well as the Jones Bateman Cup as the best contribution to
horticultural research in the UK: the first time this cup had been won by a
member of the Long Ashton staff. Iain was a modest man yet his research
was recognised worldwide and he was invited to many countries to lecture at
conferences. He became head of the Horticultural Division at the Research
Station in 1976 until he retired in 1986 at the age of 64.
His work was also recognised by commercial cider makers. There is an
unusual crab-apple tree named Dr Campbell in honour of Iain’s work. More
recently his extensive knowledge was invaluable at the village Apple Days.
During the upbringing of his two daughters, Iain was very involved as a
founder governor of Birdwell School from 1966. He served on the Parish
Council for over 10 years, becoming Chairman of the council in 1970.
He joined Long Ashton Golf Club and enjoyed many happy hours there. As
Chairman of the Greens Committee he was involved in redesigning several
holes and planting over 5000 trees on the course. In 1990, he wrote the
Centenary Book covering the history of the club. He was made an honorary
life member in 1997, a very rare honour indeed.
“One generation plants the trees,
the next eats the fruit.”
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 22 November at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Pavilion
We hope to see you at the AGM where you will hear
an overview of the year, share your ideas for the next show
and enjoy some mulled wine and mince pies with us.
nd

New members will be made very welcome.
Take a look at lahortsoc.co.uk
to find out more about us and our last flower show.
Welcome to Long Ashton
from Long Ashton Parish Council

For a long time now the Parish Council has been
welcoming residents with a pack of useful information to
help them find out what’s happening and how they can
get involved with the many activities in the village.
We have street representatives who kindly deliver this
information to new arrivals. We do not have all streets
covered so if you would like to become a Welcomer for
your street, do get in touch.

Co-ordinator / 01275 393748
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The Parish of Long Ashton

SERVICE OF
REMEMBRANCE
with Parade

Sunday 13th November 2016
10.50 am

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
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LA CONNECTED
VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT
LA Connected is a newly formed group of organisations in the
village working together to improve life in our community.
One of the first things we would like to do together is to create a
central volunteer hub, so now, if you would like to volunteer for
Long Ashton Community Association, LA Cinema or LA Cafe you
can sign up in one place and we will pass your details on to the
relevant organisation.
We envisage the number of organisations
being involved growing with time.
Volunteering does not have to involve a regular weekly
commitment but can be on a ‘when you are available’ basis.
If you would like to sign up to volunteer with any of the above
organisations in any of these capacities, do get in touch:
• Cafe volunteer
• Selling tickets at events/cinema
• Helping with the bar at events/cinema
• Gardening around the cafe area
• IT volunteer to develop better
communication of local information
• Learning to operate the cinema equipment
Anything else you think might be helpful!

Please email Sarah Leong,
laca@btconnect.com
or tel: 01275 393570
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Come to our monthly lunch club in Church House and
enjoy a delicious freshly cooked three course meal
with tea or coffee for just £5.50
(December £6.00)
Bring a friend or two and enjoy making new ones.
You can expect a warm welcome, friendship and
delicious food.

Everyone is welcome
21st October 18th November
9th December 13th January
at 12.30pm
Ring to book a place on 01275 393109 or
01275 392642
If transport is a problem we may be able to help you so
please ask when you ring to book
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Himalayan Balsam

Himalayan balsam is a non-native plant that has become a huge problem
in the UK since it was first introduced as a garden ornamental in 1839.
It successfully
native in
plant species and quickly takes over
that has
become competes
a huge with
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areas along river banks and in damp woodlands. Few British bugs eat its
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With the help of Neil Green from Avon Invasive Weeds Forum (www.aiwf.
organised several
am hasorg.uk),
beenwe
increasing
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the days bashing down the balsam before
it could
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goodnext
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the wood. Avon Invasive Weeds Forum has donated
all the kit we need for this project
and will support us in running more
working groups next Spring. We
will probably need to keep removing
the balsam for a few years to deplete
the seed bank in the soil. We could
also try reseeding the cleared areas
with some lovely native plants,
like purple loosestrife and marsh
marigold, which are good for bugs.
It would be great to have some more
volunteers working on this project.
If you would like to join the group
email list please send your contact
details to more working groups
dickens.megan@googlemail.com
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Soave
An Evening of Song
In aid of Long Ashton Church

with
Pat Leighton (mezzo soprano)
Helen Roberts (mezzo soprano)
Martin Le Poidevin (baritone)
Janice Nash (piano)
Saturday November 19th • 7.30pm • All Saints, Long Ashton
£10, £7.50 (to include wine and soft drinks)
Tickets from 01275 393109 (Mon-Thurs am), office@allsaintsla.org.uk
or Pat Leighton 01275 464334, pat51@talktalk.net

Mozart

d
John Irelan
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Electrical equipment
and furniture reuse event
22nd November 2016
16:00 -18:30
The Village Hall
Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton BS41 9DP

Recycling Officers will be holding this event in partnership with
Changing Lives, a local social enterprise, in order to allow residents
the opportunity to bring their unwanted electrical equipment and
furniture for reuse within North Somerset. Only items that can be
moved comfortably by two people will be accepted at these events.
This event forms part of the Parish Recycling Scheme that Long
Ashton Parish Council have signed up to support and be involved in.
Changing Lives are a Re-use social enterprise that collect, recycle and
reuse donated household goods. This provides affordable furniture
and in turn supports low income families, creating work experience
and employment opportunities. Changing Lives donates its profits to
its two owner charities; Alabare and Crisis Centre Ministries, who
collectively provide services across North Somerset and the West of
England including supporting ex-service men and women, a women’s
night shelter and the Wild Goose Café.
If you have any unwanted item of electrical equipment or furniture
please bring them along to this event or alternatively you can
take them to any of the three recycling centres in North Somerset
throughout the year.
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LACA
Annual Quiz Night

Long Ashton Community Association is holding its 6th Annual Quiz
Night on Saturday, 4th February 2017, 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
You are invited to get a team of between 4 and 6 people together
to come and enjoy a great social evening with an opportunity to
find out a bit more about what happens at the Community Centre.
Tickets are £7 per person which includes a ploughmans,
tray bake and soft drinks. Bring a bottle.
Further details and entry forms can be obtained from
Sarah Leong on 01275 393570 or laca@btconnect.com.

Defender of the Dead
From Boiling Kettle Theatre Company
Friday, 11th November 7.30pm,
Long Ashton Village Hall

A comedy set near Stonehenge exploring
what happens when past and present collide
Tickets £10 from laca@btconnect.com
or tel 01275 393570
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All Saints Church
Christmas Services

27th November
10.00 am Advent Sunday
Holy Communion Service
6.00 pm (see web site www.allsaintsla.org.uk or parish magazine)
A service to celebrate the beginning of Advent
11th December
4.00 pm Christingle
A candlelit service for children and their families,
focusing on the work of the Children’s Society.
(Approx. 45-60 minutes)
15th December
6.15 pm Carols around the Crib (Keedwell)
Come and sing around the crib and
enjoy punch and mince pies (Approx. 1 hour)
18th December
6.00 pm Carol Service
A traditional candlelit service of carols and readings
recounting the story of Christmas.
Please bring a torch. (Approx. 1 hour).
24th December
4.00 pm Crib Service
Telling the story of the nativity, as we build the crib together.
An informal service for young children and their families. (Approx. 20-30 mins.)
11.30 pm Holy Communion
First communion of Christmas.
A candlelit service lasting about an hour. Please bring a torch.
25th December
10.00 am Family Communion
A celebration for all the family, 0-109 years – lasts just under an hour.
All Services will be held at All Saints unless otherwise stated.
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A golf ball may seriously hurt you!
Long Ashton Golf Club course runs both sides of Providence
Lane on the hill overlooking the village. Many villagers use
the public rights of way across the course to gain access to
places like Ashton Court, as well as to exercise generally,
and golfers are well aware of those rights of way and wait for
path users before playing their shots.
Unfortunately, in recent times, there has been an alarming
trend for walkers to treat the golf course as common land
and roam across the course, oblivious to the dangers that
they may face! However, it is in fact private land owned
by the Golf Club.
Recently, we have seen a group picnic on our 3rd hole, a
‘blind’ hole where golfers cannot see over the hill, a family
playing football on the fairway (the short grass) of the
same hole and a family walking with a pushchair along
our 5th hole – all places where there is no right of way for
anyone other than golf club members!
To ensure users follow the correct paths, the golf club has
recently erected new signs adjacent to Ridgeway Road
and Short Lane showing the rights of way across the golf
course and we will be adding more to the pathways nearer
to the Keeds Wood end of the course in the near future.
This note is not addressed to those walkers who regularly
use the rights of way and who keep to them, but is
addressed to those people who regularly or periodically do
not keep to the rights of way across and around the edges
of the golf course.
I would urge everyone using the rights of way to keep to
paths and not to put themselves in danger. A golf ball
travelling in excess of 100mph is a dangerous object that
will seriously hurt if it hits you!
Thank you in anticipation.
Ken Trowbridge
Chairman
Long Ashton Golf Club
Page 32

Public Footpath

Public Footpath

QEH & BCFC Sports Field
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Driving Range

Public Footpath

YOU ARE HERE

Clarken Coombe B3128
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We also provide some bereavement support at people’s homes. This is offered to people who
are elderly and infirm, disabled or are parents with very young children or carers for others.
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Carols around the Crib
Keedwell Church, Long Ashton
15th December 2015
From 6.15pm

Mince Pies and Hot Punch
Everyone Welcome

C h ristingle Se rvice
In aid of The Children’s Society and
its work for disadvantaged children

CRIB SERVICE

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
Sunday 11th December at 4pm
A moving and joyful service at your Parish Church
for children and adults
Registered Charity No. 221124

Christmas Eve @ 4.00 pm
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

Crib Service
Christmas Eve at 4pm
All Saints Church

20 - 30 minutes
Telling the story of the Nativity,
as we build the crib together an
informalthe
service
for young
and their families.
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Long Ashton Surgery News

Well it has been a year since I wrote my first article and I had arrived as a very
green Practice Manager. It has been a delight getting to know everyone and I
am genuinely impressed with and proud of our team here who are working so
hard to provide Long Ashton with such a good service. Our new GPs are well
established and we have said goodbye to Dr Jeff Ford who has been replaced by
Dr Ed Klaber. Dr Klaber came very highly recommended and was so impressed
by our community in Long Ashton that he decided to settle here.
We have been very busy since I last wrote and we are delighted to announce
that we have merged with Nailsea Family Practice and Backwell and Brockway
Medical Group with an effective date of 1st October 2016. Our new organisation
name is Tyntesfield Medical Group. Essentially you should not see any change
to the everyday service that we offer and the merger will provide a more robust
organisation in the challenging times ahead.
Flu Clinics
Now the children are back to school and the usual coughs and colds are
prevalent in our community, it brings to mind the necessity to ensure we are
protected against the winter season and the inevitable flu that will circulate. We
are already taking bookings for our flu clinics and after careful examination of
how they ran last year, we have made a few changes. We are offering flu clinics
during the working day, children only flu clinics and a Saturday clinic for those
who work. We have an onsite GP while these are taking place and our nurses
have years of experience and regular training to administer these vaccinations.
Please make your appointment by phoning the surgery. It is very important
that those sections of the community who are at risk are protected. In addition,
please enquire if you are eligible for a Pneumovacs and/or Shingles vaccination.
These vaccinations can protect you from unpleasant illnesses as we move into
the winter months.
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Extended Hours
The extended hours appointments that we offer are proving to be popular
especially with our working population. We are taking part in a pilot where we
can offer patients appointments on a Saturday morning at Clevedon Medical
Centre, Sunnyside Surgery, St Georges Medical Centre and Langford Medical
Centre. In addition to this pilot, we are also participating in a Muscular Skeletal
pilot whereby as long as you meet certain criteria and have not seen a doctor
within the past 6 weeks for the problem, a physiotherapist will assess you by
phone call the same day (as long as you are referred by 4pm) and if applicable
you will have a consultation within 5 working days. In order to take part in this
pilot, please let the receptionist know that you are phoning about muscular or
joint pain when you phone the surgery.
It is no secret that the NHS is undergoing a period of change at the moment and
this is leading to some exciting and innovative projects which are at the heart of
everything we do – to look after our community to the very best of our ability.
Rest assured, the team here have this in mind at the centre of everything. We
constantly monitor your feedback and use it to improve the service that we
offer. I would like to personally thank you for demonstrating your appreciation
for the team here – it always makes a huge difference to morale.
Support Services Manager
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Everyone
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As you can see from the photo on the front cover, the lawn outside LA
café is a lovely place to sit! Over the summer we were delighted to see
children enjoying the face painting and hair braiding by Lydia, also live
music sessions.
Our homemade lunches available Wednesday - Friday are proving
popular: over the summer falafel and tabbouleh was on the menu with
our mainstay of cheese toasties (£2) and freshly made sandwiches with
salad and crisps (just £3) a big draw too.
Summer now seems a distant memory as the days get shorter but the café
has remained busy during this year’s unseasonably warm September.
While we are pleased to see more people visiting the cafe, it does mean
we need more help; we depend on volunteers to survive so if you are able
to spare just an hour a week to help we would really like to hear from
you. All volunteers are of course offered a slice of delicious homemade
cake and coffee as a token of gratitude as well as free tickets to events at
the Community Centre! – call Sarah on 393570 for further information
Look out for hair braiding and face painting
during October half term – day to be decided
Date for your diary:
Our LA Cafe Artists seasonal exhibition will take place
from Friday 2nd Dec to Sun 4th Dec.
The cafe will be open during the exhibition
DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
LA Café – open
weekdays 10-1.30 for delicious
coffees, teas, homemade cakes and light lunches
Also open 9.30 – 1pm for the village market

LACA
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Carols By Candlelight

will be on Sunday 18th December at 6pm

All Saints Church

Followed by Punch and Mince Pies

Midnight Communion

24th December, Christmas Eve - 11.30pm

~

Christmas Day
Family Communion
25th December, Christmas Day - 10.00am

~

Everyone welcome

All Saints Church
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COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
LONG ASHTON
Are you an older person who finds getting to the shops difficult?
Is waiting at a bus stop difficult for you?
Do you struggle to attend appointments / visit friends?
Do you have an infirmity or disability that prevents you
from using conventional public transport?
Then Nailsea & District Community Transport is here to help you.
N&DCT runs door-to-door, fully accessible minibus transport to
enable members to do their weekly shopping, participate in some
lovely trips and outings and use its Dial A Ride service to be able
to attend appointments or visit friends.
We currently have vacancies on our regular shopping services
into Nailsea each Tuesday and Thursday morning.

To find out more and apply for a passenger information
pack, please telephone us on 01275 855552,
email us: office@ndct.co.uk
or visit our website: www.ndct.orgfree.com
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All Saints Church

Saturday 21st January 2017 at 7.30pm
at Church House, 74 Long Ashton Road
Come as a team of 4 or join with others
Sausage and Mash
Bring your own bottle
Raffle
Tickets £9.00 Youth £4.50
Proceeds to All Saints Church, Access Project.
Tickets from Church Office on 01275 393109 or
Angela Neale on 01275 392336

