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Woods and Long Ashton. It is non-political and the members of the
Parish Council do not necessarily share those views.
The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit any
material submitted for publication.
Editorial Group for this issue – Caroline Tarbuck, Scott Jacobs-Lange
and Ruth McAllister Kemp.

By submitting articles for publication
you are also giving permission for them to appear
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Chairman’s Introduction
Although the New Year started on 1st January, it often feels to me that life
really starts again as the days lengthen. In February we celebrate Candlemass/
St Brigid’s Day/Imbolc on 1st February, Chinese New Year on 12th, and St
Valentine’s Day on 14th, all marking the start of Spring.
We are still in lockdown as I write this, with a sense of the events of 2020
playing themselves out, but there is hope of brighter times ahead with the
mass vaccination programme and a sharp reduction in the number of new
infections locally. I’ve been touched by the care people show each other in our
community; running errands for neighbours who are shielding or self-isolating,
giving each other space in parks and on pavements, and wearing masks in the
local shops and offices. Small acts that make a big difference.
I was elected Chair of the Parish Council on 18th January. in my first week the
planters arrived on the main road to a very mixed reception and a developer
leafleted half of Long Ashton with a proposal to build 500 houses in Failand.
Dave Johnson, the previous Chair, had warned me there were busy weeks and
quiet weeks. ‘Please tell me,’ I said to myself, ‘that this is not a quiet week.’
Talking of Dave, he deserves a big thank you for everything he achieved from
May 2019 to January 2021. His extensive knowledge of planning issues was
invaluable. He arranged for us to meet with Liam Fox to present our concerns
about the impact the Government’s proposed changes in planning legislation
could have on us, and the high expectations for the number of new homes
in the area. We made it clear that we supported the case for more homes, but
in a way that was socially and ecologically sustainable. Dave introduced the
part-time role of Community Engagement Officer, supporting councillors
and the Clerk in listening to the views of people in the community. Dave was
committed to making the Council greener, more open and more engaged with
the people of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. He will be hard act to follow, but I
share those values.
So let me please introduce myself. I got to know Long Aston thirty-five years
ago, cycling to meetings at the old Winford, Farleigh and Barrow Hospitals, and
running at weekends along the many footpaths in and around Long Ashton
and Leigh Woods. I moved here with my husband Andy and our teenage sons
in 2001. For years I was known locally as Kit’smum or Jon’smum - if in Iceland
children are named after their mother, in LA the mothers are named after their
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So let me please introduce myself. I got to know Long Aston thirty-five years
ago, cycling to meetings at the old Winford, Farleigh and Barrow Hospitals, and
running at weekends along the many footpaths in and around Long Ashton
and Leigh Woods. I moved here with my husband Andy and our teenage sons
in 2001. For years I was known locally as Kit’smum or Jon’smum - if in Iceland
children are named after their mother, in LA the mothers are named after their
kids!
With a full-time job, a new marriage and teenage boys, it was enough to get
through each day/week/month with us all physically, emotionally and financially intact. In those days I would have no more joined the Parish Council than
flown to the moon but over the years the boys grew up and moved away. As
they struggled to start their own homes, I saw the challenges facing young
adults who want to live and work locally.
Then I retired and found myself spending my days in Long Ashton. I saw my
future here, so I stood in the May 2019 elections.
I was nervous - I thought Parish Councillors were different; worthy, maybe a
little dull. I was relieved to find I was among people who use the local shops,
pubs and schools, (when we can), enjoy a laugh and want to get it right for the
community, even if we had different ideas about what right is. This is a strength
- the wider the range of views on the Council is, the better it will represent the
village, and the sounder the decisions we will make.
It took me a while to work out what the Parish Council did. We have 3 main
roles; providing some local services, enabling local initiatives and speaking up
for the people of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. Increasingly we work with, as
well as for, the local community, whether it’s on big projects like the Skate Park,
or working through the implications of declaring a climate and biodiversity
emergency. The Clerk steers us through these debates.
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So let me introduce Scott Jacobs-Lange, the new Parish Clerk. He lives in Bristol
and has a background in community and rural development. Starting on 1st
November, he has worked hard to get to understand the challenges facing
Long Ashton and Leigh Woods, and get to know local people. I asked Scott
what his first three months had been like and his hopes for the role during
2021. Here’s what he had to say: “It’s certainly been an interesting time to start
in a role like this with all the challenges of remote working and the impact
Coronavirus is having on local services and activities. I can see Long Ashton
has a lot of ambition and I want to understand what the parish council’s role in
that is. My background is community development and as such, I’m really keen
to see what others in the parish can do and try to connect things together to
make the most of the skills and resources we already have. It can’t be about
the parish council doing everything; that would be impossible! I want to focus
the resources we have on doing a few things well; work hard to understand
emerging community priorities and act in a way that enables everyone else
who wants to get involved to contribute their talents, knowledge and energy.”
Caroline, the part-time engagement officer, has been busy supporting the
Skate Park Group, reinvigorating the Library Working group, taking part in the
bulb planting on Keedwell Hill and joining me in talking to people who live and
work on the main road about the planters.
The immediate issues facing us include the impacts of lockdown on the local
environment, as people drive into the area to enjoy Leigh Woods, Ashton Hill
Woods and other beautiful places. As I ran along the top path in Ashton Hill
Woods I wondered about the impact of the proposed housing developments in
Failand. There are open meetings in Failand on 2nd February and Long Ashton
on 8th February, and we will keep you informed of developments.
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The lockdown has been an extremely difficult time for local businesses and
facilities, including LACA, the charity that runs the Village Hall, the Recreation
Ground and Peel Park on behalf of the Parish Council and the local community.
Knowing how much these facilities mean to us all, they have done their best
to keep them going but the economics are against them. The Parish Council
is working with them to make sure that when the time comes these facilities
can re-open. It’s a chance for everyone to get involved either for the longterm, or with fund-raising events that bring us together on-line and, hopefully,
in person. I’m looking forward to a time of community involvement and
celebration later in the year.
The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled for 26th April. Peaches Golding will
speak at the event. She is the first black female Lord Lieutenant of the City of
Bristol, and has played a leading role in local development and investment,
education and healthcare and the environment - all subjects that matter to us.
This is also when the Parish Council reports back to the local community on the
year that has past, and consults on plans for the year ahead. We are working
out how to best listen to local people, whether the event is on-line or in person.
If you have ideas, please contact the Clerk, Scott Jacobs-Lange.
One way or another, there are countless ways to increase communication and
engagement in Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. If the Parish Council tried to
do everything we would become a choke-point for developments. But we
can help by signposting, advising, offering small grants where appropriate,
and listening. Attending our meetings is even easier on-line than in the flesh contact the Clerk for details. The photos, phone numbers and email addresses
of the councillors are on our website and we are out and about every day. There
are vacancies for Parish Councillors - if you’re interested, or maybe just a tiny bit
curious, get in touch. I hope we speak soon.
Cathy Fagg
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"It has certainly been a strange time to start a
new role, especially as the Community
Engagement Officer for the Parish Council.
The irony hasn’t been lost on me or others!"
The current pandemic has changed the way many people work and
that is the case for both myself and Scott, our new Parish Clerk.
We are embracing our new roles and working hard to come up to
speed with all that is happening within the Parish. I'm looking
forward to working with Scott, the parish councillors, residents,
groups and organisations in the village as well as external
stakeholders on delivering its Community Engagement Strategy.

encouraging community
engagement in the work and
activities of the Parish Council
helping to inform local people
and other stakeholders about
the role and activities of the
Parish Council and supporting
key initiatives
supporting the planned opening
of the Community Library/Hub
and its volunteers.

I'm looking forward to working
with you all in person! In the
meantime, if you'd like to call or
drop me a line, my contact
details are:

community@longashtonparish
.gov.uk or 07376 145798

I'd love to hear
from you!!
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and 12th November to seek the views
on various aspects of the proposed
13 14 15 16 17 18
skatepark in Long Ashton at the
eastern end of Peel Park. This follows earlier work carried out by the Long Ashton
Parish Council to assess a number of possible locations for a skatepark which
concluded that the preferred site was at the eastern end of Peel Park. The survey
was structured to identify the level of support for a skatepark in Long Ashton, to
determine the type of wheeled users that would use and help fund the skatepark
together with identifying concerns to
be addressed during the design stage.
A total of 460 completed surveys
were received which incorporated
responses from 1393 residents. Of
those 460 residents that completed
LONG ASHTON residents responded
the survey, 80.2% live in long Ashton
with the balance of 19.8% living in
neighbouring areas. Comments were
received on having a skatepark in
Long Ashton and using Peel Park.
These will be further reviewed and
TOTAL RESPONDEES
used to inform decisions around the
site design.
A wide range of wheeled users were
identified with cycle being the most
preferred, followed by scooters and
RESPONDEES WHO’LL USE PARK skateboards, together with other
users identified including roller
blades/skates, wheelchairs and
balance bikes. The wide range of
users identified will be used to inform
the design stage.
TOTAL INTENDED ‘USES’

1 in 6
1393
1025
2242
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Introduction
A skatepark survey was carried out in Long Ashton between 1st October and
12th November to seek the views on various aspects of the proposed
skatepark in Long Ashton at the eastern end of Peel Park. This follows earlier
work carried out by the Long Ashton Parish Council to assess a number of
possible locations for a skatepark which concluded that the preferred site was
at the eastern end of Peel Park.
The survey was structured to identify the level of support for a skatepark in
Long Ashton, to determine the type of wheeled users that would use and help
fund the skatepark together with identifying concerns to be addressed during
the design stage. The survey was communicated through social media and
made available for online access. A hard copy of the survey was also made
available through the Autumn village newsletter. The survey was structured to
allow input for up to seven people within the household in addition to the person
responding to the survey. This was used to get a
good cross section of information from adults and
children. This report is prepared by the Skatepark
Working Group to inform the Parish Council on the
skatepark project with particular emphasis on the
skatepark tender stage and further consultations
PARK
R OF PEEL
on possible designs during 2021.
IN FAVOU

89%

Survey Responses
The survey asked a number of questions on
whether people were in favour of a skatepark,
whether they would use a skatepark, location of skatepark and which activity
they would use in a skatepark. An analysis of these questions can be found
further on in this report. The level of response from the survey was as follows:
• A total of 460 completed surveys were received
which incorporated responses from 1393 residents.
• Of those that completed the survey (460) 80.2%
live in Long Ashton with the balance of 19.8%
living in neighbouring areas including Flax
long Ashton
residents
Bourton, Cambridge Batch, Backwell, Failland,
Clifton, Hotwells. Nailsea, Barrow Gurney.

80.2%
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82%
in favour OF
MULTI-USE
SKATEPARK

9%

9%

not in
favour

WOULD YOU USE A SKATEPARK
mAYBE
The survey asked ‘Would you use a
skatepark in Long Ashton?’, this was
asked to establish the likely numbers of users. The analysis showed that a total
of 1025 people would plan to use the skatepark. The following section takes the
analysis further to establish their preferences for activity.
MULTI-USE
A total of 1025 people stated their preferences for activity within a Mutli-use
skatepark with many people saying they would want to conduct more than one
activity – 2242 stated intended “uses” in total.
The figure below shows the outcome of the question ‘what activity(ies) would
you do at the multi-use skatepark.
800

RESPONDER USES

5

ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF A
SKATEPARK IN LONG ASHTON?
The survey asked ‘Are you in favour of a
skatepark in Long Ashton?’. 460 people
responded to this question, and the
outcome is shown in the figure below.
82% were in favour with 9% not in
favour, with a further 9% saying maybe,
i.e depending on what was going to be
built.

700

Undisclosed

600

Female

500

Male

400
300
200
100
0

PC Newsletter.indd 4

Skateboard

Cycle

Scooter

Wheelchair Rollerblade/ Balance Bike
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The data was also analysed to establish how the multi-use
activity was split across the sexes. This
is shown in the previous table. This should be
read noting that 53.8% of responses were
from males and 44.6% were from females.
In particular this shows a male bias
towards skateboarding and a female
bias towards roller blades/skates
F
with other activities broadly in line
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OBSERVATION ON THE SKATEPARK
Recognising that skateparks aren’t for everyone, and some would have
concerns around how the skatepark would integrate with other activities in
Peel Park, the survey asked people to register their concerns.
The chart below summarises the responses received. A range of responses
were received from 62 people, the single largest category being concerns
around possible anti-social behaviour. The information received will be used to
inform the Parish Council on future decisions including the design and how to
mitigate concerns such as anti-social behaviour and noise.

Other
23%

Want a
Pump
Track
6%

Gender Bias
3%

Wants Further
Consultation
3%

Location
15%

Cost 3%
Peace 10%
Anti Social Behaviour to be managed
37%

Want a Pump Track
Location
Cost
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Gender Bias
Anti Social Behaviour to be managed
Other

Wants Further Consultation
Peace
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Mid-February to Mid-June 2020

Notes from the Parish Council

This Newsletter is published by your Parish
Council to pass on news and the views of the
people of Leigh Woods and Long Ashton. It is non-political and
100 Days in.
the members of the Parish Council do not necessarily share
thoseatviews.
By pure coincidence,
the time of writing this article I’m about to hit the

100th day point since I became the Parish Council’s Clerk. I’ve really enjoyed
The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit
chatting with community members which is helping me to understand what’s
any material submitted for publication.
important for you; and discovering some of the wonderful natural gems that
Long Ashton has Editorial
to offer –Group
such as
routes that
link LongRuth
for the
thisgreat
issuewalking
– Suzy Barnes,
Liz Lansley,
Ashton and LeighMcAllister
Woods with
the
wider
countryside.
It
seems
like
a fitting
Kemp and Janet Turp.
time to reflect on those 100 days and share a few thoughts about life from the
Clerk’s perspective.
By submitting articles for publication
are also
giving
permission
for them
to appear
First of all, I wanted you
to follow
on from
the recent
Community
Engagement
on theinParish
Council
website.
Survey which has been really helpful
highlighting
what
those who fed back
would like to see the Parish Council improve upon. One of the key things
emerging from your
feedback
is ‘communication’!
The Parish
Council is now
Future
copy should
be clearly labelled
‘NEWSLETTER’,
include
responding to this by moving
ahead
with
a
major
website
upgrade
your name and contact details and sent towhich we
hope will go live in the next month or two. We know websites can be such
useful sources of information
if they’re
designed
and 3102
updated
soAshton,
that’s an
Long Ashton
Parishwell
Council,
PO Box
Long
immediate priority for the Council.
Bristol, BS41 9XA,
to clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
Secondly, our ability toe-mailed
make more
of social media. Websites are great, but
often people’s initial interaction is through social media sites such as Facebook
or dropped
intoand
theaiming
PC office
on a Tuesday
morning
and Twitter. We’re focussing
on that
to create
a steady rhythm
of updates on social media, making sure important information is always
DATE
copy
for the next
covering the
communicated in The
this CLOSING
way. However,
weforalso
recognise
thatedition
not everyone
months
to mid-October
2020 is
uses the internet or social four
media
so willmid-June
be ensuring
– as a minimum
– that the
noticeboard outside Birdwell Clinic (by the Post Office) is always kept updated
10:00 am 1st June 2020
with key Parish Council news and events.
Cover photo Twenty is Plenty – watch out for the 20 mph limit soon

If you haven’t been
able
to respond
the online
Community Engagement
to be
introduced
in thetoshopping
area.
Survey, please contact me and I’ll ensure a hard copy is posted to you – we’re
Editorial
still interested to ©hear
moreGroup
points of view and learn how we can improve. You
can also always get in touch by post by dropping a letter into our post box
which is located on the right side of the Village Hall entrance.
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Navigating the Parish Council.
You may be aware of the meetings the Parish Council holds during the year
– usually there are three each month held on a Monday evening. Currently,
we have a main Council meeting that’s held every two months; a Finance and
General Purposes Committee, also bi-monthly; an Environment Committee
meeting (bi-monthly); and a Planning Committee meeting which is held
monthly. These committee meetings are where the Council conducts its
formal business and make its decisions. For this reason, these meetings need
to follow a pre-agreed agenda and stick to certain rules which include how
members of the public can participate. However, the public certainly CAN
participate by using the ‘Public Participation’ time which is allocated before
the formal meeting begins. Public participation must be related to an item on
the agenda and ideally arranged with the Clerk in advance so appropriate time
can be allocated. The time is generally kept to 5 minutes per person unless it’s
agreed that more time would be beneficial.
Connected to each formal committee are a range of Working Groups which
are much more informal. They provide a fantastic opportunity for Councillors
and community members to work together to progress certain projects and
activities. As these Working Groups aren’t set in stone, it’s best to contact our
Community Engagement Officer, Caroline Tarbuck, if you have a particular idea
or enthusiasm for something that would improve community life in
Long Ashton or Leigh Woods. Currently there are Working Groups running on
topics including: The Green Belt, Biodiversity, developing a Community Library,
developing a Skate Park and responding to the Coronavirus pandemic.
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Becoming a Parish Councillor.
Since the Council’s previous Chairman, Dave Johnson, moved from the area,
the Parish Council currently now has four vacancies for Councillors in Long
Ashton. We recognise that becoming a Councillor is a significant commitment
but there’s a good range of helpful resources and networks to support you if
you decide to put yourself forward. Probably the first place to find out more is
to visit the National Association of Local Council’s website and read this useful
introduction: https://www.nalc.gov.uk/elections And, if you’d like to find out
more about Long Ashton Parish Council, please contact our Chair, Cathy Fagg,
any of our existing Councillors or myself for details.
Finally, as we’re still unsure about when we’ll be able to hold meetings in
person again, for the time being all meetings - and possibly our Annual
Parish Meeting - will be held online. Regardless of this, I’m hopeful this year’s
Annual Parish Meeting will give us an opportunity to strengthen community
connections and provide a space where Long Ashton’s ‘bounce-back’ can really
take shape.
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TREAD SOFTLY

NEWS
Festival Way - Toucan Crossing

Flooding

Felling

Festival Way Black Ice

Access to Peel Park

Lambing

Improving the local network

Staying Local in Lockdown
Here are three of my favourite places, all within the Parish
boundary. If you don’t know them, exploring is half the fun.

Community
Speedwatch

We now have three sites agreed with the police and
a small number of trained volunteers, and
equipment ready to be delivered. However, all
Community Speedwatch activity is currently
suspended due to lockdown. Hopefully we can get
this started in the spring, as we are confident it will
make a difference. If anyone is interested in doing
the training and joining the group, please email
Cllr Stuart McQuillan
stuart.mcquillan@n-somerset.gov.uk

High Hopes for a New Scout HQ
for Long Ashton

Long awaited plans for a Long Ashton
scout HQ – and all the benefits it
offers to hundreds of LA families –
have been submitted to North
Somerset Council. If that sounds like
a good thing to you, please get
involved!

A dedicated scout hut would offer
more children access to activities and
experiences that will help them to
learn social skills, responsibility and
self-sufficiency, as well as meet new
friends.

There are 102 children actively
involved with Long Ashton All Saints
Scouts, with a staggering 113 young
people still on the waiting list.
Simon Jones, Chairman, said: “With
people crying out for more Beaver,
Cub and Scout places in Long Ashton,
and existing Scouts desperate for a
permanent home to give them a
complete experience, a new
premises is a must.”
Having outgrown the old HQ, the
Group has been operating part-time
across both village primary schools
for the last ten years.

Simon continued: “We need the
people of Long Ashton to voice their
support, recognising the important
part that Scouting plays for young
people and the benefit to the wider
community.”
Please check out our Facebook page
“Long Ashton Scouts New HQ” to find
out how you can help. Please get
involved!

Planning
Since the last update from the Planning Committee, the most significant
developments have involved consultations, taking place both locally and
nationally.
On a national scale, the government recently consulted on controversial
proposals to dramatically simplify planning law to allow for more building.
The Planning Committee objected to this on the grounds that the proposals
failed to adequately protect the Green Belt and removed democratic oversight
from development decisions. Cllrs Dave Johnson, Cathy Fagg and Ash Cartman
met with the MP for North Somerset Dr Liam Fox to put the council’s view
forward. It appears he shares many of our concerns, particularly in terms of
preventing urban sprawl into the Green Belt and the lack of local involvement
in decision making.
On a local level, North Somerset Council’s “Choices for the future” consultation
aimed at identifying suitable locations for housebuilding in the new Local
Plan closed on December the 14th. Some of the proposals in the consultation
document included up to 5000 new homes on Green Belt land in the
immediate vicinity of Long Ashton. The Parish Council’s submission took the
view that new building should prioritise brownfield sites and protect the Green
Belt wherever possible. The results of the consultation will be published in the
coming months.
In the past few weeks, many residents will have received a leaflet from the
developers of three proposed housing developments around Failand, one of
which falls within the parish boundary of Long Ashton. By the time you receive
this newsletter, the developers will have already presented their plans to the
Planning Committee. The Chair of the council, Cathy Fagg, is in contact with Ian
Parsons (Chair of Failand and Wraxall Parish Council) to ensure the plans have
proper oversight. Residents wishing to respond to the developer’s consultation
on these plans can do so by visiting www.sustainablefailand.co.uk.
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In 2011, while watching Gareth Malone’s series about
the Military Wives choir (and never having sung before
in her life), local resident Julie Radnedge thought
‘I’d like to do that’! 5 minutes and a quick internet
search later, she had signed up to a Bristol choir.
Julie has been singing with them ever since!

Here, Julie tells us more about the

in a choir
I became involved with Handfuls of Harmony, a community choir set up
in 2013 for teachers, parents and children in BS3 to sing together.
The benefits of singing in a choir are well documented - Google it and
you will find many resources, including a number of medical studies.
Whilst choirs might not be able to meet in person at present due to the
pandemic, many are continuing online via Zoom and, during what is a
difficult time for many of us, these benefits take on more significance:
- Singing with a group helps prevent
feelings of isolation. It's a great way to
meet new people - even virtually. Coming
together, to see and talk to other choir
members, to share a connection, fosters a
feeling of belonging to something.
- It's good for your physical and mental
wellbeing. Singing can improve your
posture and breathing. Learning lyrics
and melodies are mentally stimulating and
can help with improving your memory.
www.HandfulsofHarmony.org
Virtual rehearsals at
present, but normally in
Southville which Long Ashton
residents have found easy to
get to!

- Stress relief and helping to alleviate
depression. When you’re concentrating on
learning a song, all other thoughts are
banished. It's a distraction from what's
going on elsewhere. Singing is fun,
uplifting and raises natural endorphins
which give you that ‘feel good feeling’.
Singing at the end of a hard day's work
can help you relax and and wind down.
- Choirs are good for building self
confidence. Many are open to all,
teaching everything by ear. There's no
need to be able to read music, or to have
sung before. For people who think they
'can't sing', it's often a revelation to find
out that actually, they can!

Leigh Woods Society
COVID-19
Our health, and that of our family and neighbours, is once again at the front of
our thinking.
Our website www.leighwoods.org has a dedicated COVID19 page with helpful
information on a range of issues from health to food and shopping delivery
services. COVID-19 Community Support Group is co-ordinated by Gill Dixon
and Mark Rayson. They can be contacted via covid19@leighwoods.org.
OUR COUNTRYSIDE
The lockdown has reinforced how important fresh air and green space are to us
all, both physically and mentally. Leigh Woods and Ashton Court are playing an
important role during the pandemic as ‘green lungs’ for the surrounding urban
areas.
These fantastic green spaces on our doorstep have a rich variety of trees,
(including veteran and ancient trees), grasslands, native flora and spring
flowers. They are also home to an array of insects, animals and reptiles. We
must remember that we are so lucky to live in this part of the country.
PARKING
The draw of these spaces has been such that in recent months the residential
streets of Leigh Woods have been overrun by drivers seeking access to them
and free parking. Emergency vehicles have been unable to access North Road
from the A369 due to the volume of cars, and driveways and pavements have
been blocked by inconsiderate drivers.
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COUNCILLORS IN ACTION
Thankfully our Councillor, Ashley Cartman, and our Parish Councillors, Martyn
Harris and Alan Johnson, have been able to communicate the seriousness
of the situation to NSC and they have persuaded them to implement an
Emergency Traffic Order, pending the introduction of the approved Residents
Parking Scheme later in 2021. The action taken by our councillors was local
representation in action - thank you. With the introduction of the new parking
controls, our residential streets remain very busy at weekends but in a more
ordered way.
LOOKING FORWARD TO THE SPRING AND SUMMER
We are looking forward to a time when we can, once again, come to life as a
society and, hopefully, hold a summer party for residents to get together. In the
meantime, let’s try to stay warm, healthy and positive and look forward to our
call-up for a vaccination.
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LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL
COVID Social Distancing - Planters in Long Ashton
In mid-January, planters were positioned on Weston Road. Three were put in the area outside
Piccolo's and two were put on the road (near the kerb) outside The Natural Habitat. The planters
were intended to create safe spaces for pedestrians where the pavements are narrow or unclear.
It was hoped that pedestrians would step between them to help maintain social distancing when the
pavement was busy. The planters scheme was funded by the 'Re-opening the High Street safely
fund’ provided by the government to North Somerset Council.
We are keen to understand residents' view on whether the planters are working as intended. We
will use your input to consult further with you on how the Parish Council should proceed with the
scheme. The data collected will be used to inform the Parish Council. This survey does NOT
require you to supply your name or contact details. If you have any questions, contact the Parish
Clerk.
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY POST TO Long Ashton PC, Long Ashton Community
Centre, Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton, Bristol BS41 9DP OR COMPLETE THE SURVEY ONLINE
http://bit.ly/CovidPlanters BY 5 APRIL 2020
Where do you
live?

Long
Ashton ▢

Leigh
Woods ▢

Other (please state)

Before this survey, were you aware that Covid planters had been placed on
Weston Road?

Yes ▢

No ▢

If you were aware that Covid planters had been placed on Weston Road, did
you know why they were there (before this survey)?

Yes ▢

No ▢

PLANTERS OUTSIDE THE NATURAL HABITAT
Have you used the space between the Covid planters outside the
Natural Habitat to maintain social distancing, ie allowing pedestrians
to pass at a safe distance?

Yes ▢

No ▢

NA ▢

If you have used the space between the Covid planters outside the Natural Habitat, please
tell us why (tick all that apply)...
They were in just the right place for me to maintain social distancing

▢

I used the space between the planters because it felt safer than stepping into the
road/between parked cars

▢

I wanted to indicate to other pedestrian(s) that I was creating social distancing so that
they could pass me

▢

Not applicable

▢

Other:

If you have NOT used the space between the Covid planters outside the Natural Habitat to
maintain social distancing, please tell us why (tick all that apply)...

If
s

I have not walked along that stretch of road recently

▢

I

I have not encountered other pedestrians whilst using that stretch of road

▢

I

I used the 'forecourt' space outside the Natural Habitat to maintain social distance

▢

I

I stepped off the pavement/into the road/between parked cars/waited to maintain social
distance

▢

I
d

I hoped that the other pedestrian(s) would create social distancing and kept walking
along the pavement

▢

I
a

There's not enough room for me and my children/pushchair between the planters

▢

T

I do not maintain social distancing

▢

I

O

Other:
PLANTERS OUTSIDE PICCOLO’S
Have you used the space between the Covid planters outside the
Piccolo’s to maintain social distancing, ie allowing pedestrians to
pass at a safe distance?

Th
ou
Yes ▢

No ▢

NA ▢

If you have used the space between the Covid planters outside Piccolo’s, please tell us why
(tick all that apply)...
They were in just the right place for me to maintain social distancing

▢

I used the space between the planters because it felt safer than stepping into the
road/between parked cars

▢

I wanted to indicate to other pedestrian(s) that I was creating social distancing so that
they could pass me

▢

Not applicable

▢

Other:

If you have NOT used the space between the Covid planters outside Piccolo’s to maintain
social distancing, please tell us why (tick all that apply)...
I have not walked along that stretch of road recently

▢

I have not encountered other pedestrians whilst using that stretch of road

▢

I used the 'forecourt' space outside Piccolo’s to maintain social distance

▢

I stepped off the pavement/into the road/between parked cars/waited to maintain social
distance

▢

I hoped that the other pedestrian(s) would create social distancing and kept walking
along the pavement

▢

There's not enough room for me and my children/pushchair between the planters

▢

I do not maintain social distancing

▢

Other:
The original Covid planter scheme included planters on the road adjacent to the narrow pavement
outside Birdwell Clinic, and outside the Bird in Hand (see below).

Would you like Covid planters to be installed on the road
adjacent to the narrow pavement outside Birdwell Clinic?

Yes ▢

No ▢

Maybe ▢

In
Pic
we
It w
pa
fun

Briefly give a reason for your answer...

Would you like Covid planters to be installed on the road
adjacent to the narrow pavement outside the Bird in Hand?

Yes ▢

No ▢

We
wi
sc
req
Cl

Maybe ▢

PL
C
ht

Briefly give a reason for your answer...

W
li

B
W
Are you supportive of the current Covid planters
outside the Natural Habitat? (Pls circle)
1

2

(1)Not at all

3

4

Are you supportive of the current Covid
planters outside Piccolo’s? (Pls circle)
5

(5)Yes - very supportive

1

2

(1)Not at all

3

4

If
y
5

(5)Yes - very supportive

Use this space to give us any other feedback on the Covid planter scheme…

PL

H
N
to

If
te

T

I
ro

I
th
OTHER HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS If someone else in your household would like to
complete a paper survey, please contact the Parish Clerk for more copies:
01275 393551 or clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
THANK YOU!

N

O

LONG ASHTON TOGETHER

Well done to
Erin Kossifos (7)
whose artwork won
overall winner of the
'I Love LA'
art competition!
Erin’s family won a meal at the Angel Inn,
courtesy of Andrew Inker

Street Link!

Device donations

Christmas
Kindness Project

Santa on a Moped!

Art comp winners cont... The winning entries will be
displayed in Long Ashton Café for all to enjoy.
ears...

Up to 5 y

6-10 yea

rs...

Special prize for Most Original Entry

Zoom License

Long Ashton
Shopping Mall

www.facebook.com/groups/lashoppingmall

ET

action!

K
TIC

E

MOVI

action!

QUIZ
NIGHT
TICKET

MOVIE

T

TICKE

T

TICKE

TO GET YOU IN THE MOOD, WHY NOT TRY A TASTER
OF OUR QUIZ AND SEE HOW YOU DO? GOOD LUCK!
1.

2.

3.

Sean Connery plays Indiana Jones’
father in Steven Spielberg’s Indiana
Jones and the Last Crusade (1989). But
what is Connery’s character name?
Name Francis Ford Coppola’s daughter,
who appears as Mary Corleone in
Godfather Part 3 and has directed
the films Lost in Translation, Marie
Antoinette, The Bling Ring and The
Beguiled?
Kate Winslet starred as Rose DeWitt
Bukater in this story of an ill fated
voyage. Name the film.

LA Cinema Quiz PC.indd 2

4.

5.

Name this 1963 adventure movie
featuring spectacular visual effects by
the late Ray Harryhausen? A legendary
Greek hero leads a team of intrepid
adventurers on a quest for the Golden
Fleece?
Which actor known for his
collaboration with director Steven
Spielberg starred in Saving Private
Ryan, Catch Me If You Can, The
Terminal and Bridge of Spies?

29/01/2021 16:57:32

E

MOVI

Hosted by LA Cinema volunteer
James, a huge film lover who also
works for one of the major cinema
chains, the quizzes aim to test your
cinema knowledge.
With a total of 50 questions across
five rounds on various film topics we
welcome all levels of film fans - or
people simply looking for something
to relieve the lockdown boredom!
Over the past few months, we’ve
quizzed on mobster movies, Robert
De Niro, the 1980s, famous movie
props, film censorship and a whole
host of other film related subjects.
Are you up to the challenge?!

@LAVillageCinema
6.

7.

During the live quiz, James
recommends films to watch on
Blu-Ray, DVD, streaming platforms
and cinema releases (we wish!).
He also encourages chat about your
cinema memories, favourite films or
even your opinions on the future of
the cinema experience.
The free quiz streams live every
Friday at 20:30 on the LA Cinema
YouTube channel. The channel
also has video uploads of previous
weeks quizzes, which usually last
approximately 90 minutes with
answers revealed at the end. So,
tune-in and watch at www.youtube.
com/channel/UCRWvSeAgX7o1B9QQao9tsA - or just search for LA
Cinema on YouTube!
We do really miss our cinema nights
at the Community Centre and can’t
wait to welcome everyone back!

@longashtoncinema

Gary Oldman won the Best
Performance by an Actor in a Leading
Role for his portrayal of Winston
Churchill in 2018. But name the title
of the film?
David Fincher’s latest film Mank is
based on the life and career of which
Hollywood screenwriter, who wrote
the screenplay for Orson Welles’
masterpiece Citizen Kane?

w

la-cinema.uk

8.

Uma Thurman is famous for playing
‘The Bride’ in this tale of murder and
revenge from 2003. What is the film
double bill?
9. Name the artist and performer,
who had a hit record with The
Ghostbusters theme tune in 1984
10. Based on Robert Louis Stevenson’s
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde, Eddie Murphy played Sherman
Klump in which 1996 film?

ANSWERS 1. Professor Henry Jones 2. Sofia Coppola 3. Titanic 4. Jason and the Argonauts 5. Tom Hanks
6. The Darkest Hour 7. Herman J. Mankiewicz 8. Kill Bill Vol 1 and Kill Bill Vol 2 9. Ray Parker Jr. 10. The Nutty Professor

T

LA Cinema invite you to join
our free weekly film quiz which
we’ve been hosting on YouTube
throughout lockdown.

LA Cinema Quiz PC.indd 3

29/01/2021 16:57:32

Redwood

Por*shead, Clevedon &
Nailsea Neighbourhood
Policing

NewsleDer

@ASPNorthSom

January 2021
Olivia Newell
PCSO 9473.

Connor Aitken
PCSO 9382.

Jus-na Lewis
PC 4469.

Facebook Update.
Some of you may be aware that we have updated our
Facebook account to a page which is now used by the
Por:shead, Clevedon & Nailsea Neighbourhood beat teams.
This includes the Redwood area, Pill, Long Ashton, Dundry,
Flax Bourton, Barrow Gurney, Wraxall, Failand & Winford.

Key Contact Details are:
Connor.aitken@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Olivia.Newell@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
Jus-na.Lewis@avonandsomerset.police.uk

Please like & follow the Facebook page above to see
more frequent updates and photos. PCSO Connor
Aitken runs this page for the team.
Protect yourself against COVID-19.
For further informa-on go to:
hDps://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/community-safetycrime/emergency/north-somerset-together/where-to-get-support/

Please make sure you give the page a like and a follow so you
can see what the Neighbourhood Policing Teams are up to!
Neighbourhood Watch Poten*al?!
There have been many fantas-c COVID community groups made in
our area and as COVID restric-ons are reducing we are hoping that
they could keep running as a Neighbourhood Watch program.
If interested in this opportunity follow this link: hDps://
www.ourwatch.org.uk/

Crime Updates

Areas of Interest

Birdwell School Long Ashton Parking Issue - Ongoing issues with parking on
the zig zags, blocking drives and causing dangerous parking, obstruc8on of
the foot path and parking on junc8ons. Tickets have been issued by the
Neighbourhood Team.

-

Hill Road, Dundry

-

Westward Gardens, Long Ashton

-

North Road, Leigh Woods

Long Ashton & Pill Burglaries – There has been an increase in Burglaries
within Long Ashton & Pill, including theE of a motor vehicle. There are oﬃcers
inves8ga8ng these oﬀences and working hard to locate the oﬀenders. Please
remain vigilant, although people are home more frequently now we are s8ll
seeing sheds, lean-tos and other external buildings being targeted. If you feel
as though you might be at risk then look into CCTV, Ring Doorbells, Perimeter
ligh8ng and lock your vehicles.

-

Crockerne Drive, Pill

These are the areas of interest this month, if you feel
that there is anywhere you feel would beneﬁt from

COVID Breaches – COVID breaches are s8ll
coming in due to numerous individuals not
heeding the warnings set out by the government.
There has been an apparent confusion by
North Road – There is ongoing issues with “visitors” aRending North Road for members of the public, to provide some clarity
their exercise not staying local and causing a concern for the residents with
please visit: hRps://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.
the vast number of people out and about. As you can see in the below page
this is something that has been addressed and will con8nue to be of interest
to the Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Nailsea Police Sta-on - Avon and Somerset Police
Pound Ln, Nailsea, Bristol BS48 2NN

Crime Repor*ng: Emergency - 999
Non-Emergency - 101

Comba*ng COVID 19
There have been several reports from
residents complaining about parking
and COVID breaches around the Goblin
Coombe area of Cleeve and also North
Road in Leigh Woods.
As a result of this the Nailsea
Neighbourhood Policing Team were out
on the 16th January educa-ng people
about staying and exercising local to
their homes.
The Nailsea team also explained the
addi-onal beneﬁts of exercising locally,
reducing the risk of possible road traﬃc
collisions and adding to already
overstretched NHS.
A large number of people were
extremely grateful for the advice that
was given and also thanked the team
for pu_ng themselves at risk to
educate others.

Mee*ng others as per Government Guidelines (Gov.UK)
“You cannot leave your home to meet socially with anyone you do not live with
or are not in a support bubble with (if you are legally permiDed to form one).
You may exercise on your own, with one other person, or with your household or
support bubble. This should be limited to once per day, and you should not
travel outside your local area.
You cannot meet other people you do not live with, or have not formed a
support bubble with, unless for a permiDed reason.
Stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your household or support bubble.”

Nailsea Police Sta-on - Avon and Somerset Police
Pound Ln, Nailsea, Bristol BS48 2NN

Crime Repor*ng: Emergency - 999
Non-Emergency - 101

I t ’ s g r e a t t h a t m o r e p e o p l e are enjoying these
w o n d e r f u l w o o d s , b u t t h e d o w nside is that many new
p a t h s a r e b e i n g c r e a t e d . T h is trend is starting to
c a u s e d a m a g e t o p l a n t s a n d wildlife living here –
su c h a s t h e b l u e b e l l s w e e n j o y each spring. The wood
is l o o k i n g a b i t b e a t e n u p a n d needs a rest to recover
s o w e a r e r e c o m m e n d i n g u s ing only a few paths.

Please stick t o t h e s e p a t h s a n d e ncourage your dogs to do
the same . T h e l o g s a c r o s s s i d e paths with images of
bluebells a r e t o r e m i n d y o u n o t to go on those routes.

Frien d s o f K e e d s W o o d a n d T h e B r a k e

S UPPORTING HABITAT AND BIODIVERSITY

The group has already had a positive meeting with the
University of Bristol who are a major landowner in the parish,
so whether you’re an enthusiast or expert and want to be
actively involved, please get in touch. To join our emailing list
or WhatsApp group contact Bill Roberts on 07932 623672, and
check the Transition Long Ashton Facebook group for
information about meetings.

Long Ashton War Memorial Update
Each memorial is unique, whether it
be a cenotaph, plaque or a more
utilitarian example such as a bus
shelter or a hospital or a village hall.
The names of those recorded on a
memorial may only be remembered
on that monument, making it
important to preserve so as to
commemorate that individual’s
sacrifice. Memorials are a focal point
for remembrance, both individual
and collective, particularly on
occasions such as Remembrance
Sunday or anniversary events.

Historical touchstones
Memorials link the past to the
present. They enable people to
remember and respect the sacrifice
of those who died, fought,
participated or were affected by
conflict(s). They can be an important
source of information for young
people in understanding the
sacrifices made by past generations.
In turn, this ensures memorials are
cared for in the future. The sacrifices
made by so many for our freedom
needs to be remembered and war
memorials play a vital role in ensuring
that continues. New memorials, to
both past and present conflicts,
continue to be erected, representing
the ongoing importance of war
memorials.

Many memorials
Long Ashton did not have a war
memorial listing all of the fallen of the
parish. Some are listed in the two parish
churches, some on the former
Congregational Church memorial, now
in the RBL Meeting Room at the
Community Centre, some are listed on
the Lynch gate and Chancel Rail at St
Mary’s Leigh Woods, whilst others are
on family graves, and some on war
graves overseas.
The lack of a complete war memorial
was highlighted when the parish
commemorated the Signing of the
Armistice (marking the end of the First
World War) during the Drumhead
Service held at Peel Park on 11.11.18,
with our Royal Marine Guard of Honour
at the plywood cenotaph there.

A complete memorial
A group was setup to investigate the
possibility of erecting a complete war
memorial in the parish with all the
names of the casualties known at this
time. Just two years later, we are
almost ready to dedicate the
replacement for the plywood mock-up,
thanks to the generosity of the people
of Long Ashton parish and others.

Despite almost unsurmountable
objects being strewn in our path, the
Long Ashton War Memorial Trust can
announce that the concept of local
retired architect Alan Atkins, “to
provide a tasteful but modern war
memorial,” is nearing completion.

The dedication and unveiling
The War Memorial will be located on
the corner of Long Ashton Road and
Theynes Croft, directly opposite the
old school where a number of the
fallen were educated. The paved
area, courtyard and retaining walls
(constructed from stone rescued
from the Old Village Institute, later a
WW2 ARP HQ, and latterly the Long
Ashton Branch of the Royal British
Legion) has been completed by local
stonemason Paul Clark and his
son Jak.

The black granite panels with over 100
names of the fallen will be installed in
the next month or so, ready for the
dedication and unveiling which is
planned to be held on Monday, 12 April
2021 - 80 years to the day when the
Mill Cottages, Nos 39 & 40 Orchard
Cottages were bombed in what
became known as the Good Friday
Raid, killing five of the inhabitants.
We do not know what we'll be
permitted to do with regard to
lockdown. We are sure that some form
of open-air Remembrance-type event
will be permitted, as was the case of
the Ground Breaking Ceremony, held
on the 80th Anniversary of Battle of
Britain Day, 15th September 2020, for
the last Remembrance Sunday.

LET’S SHARE OUR PASSION FOR NATURE!

Would you like to be part of an online space that can be used as a local reference
to help deepen our connection to the natural world?

Sarah-Jane Cobley invites you to come together with like-minded
nature-loving local folk to celebrate the abundance of wildlife we are so
fortunate to have on our doorstep here in Long Ashton and Leigh Woods.
The idea is just growing but a
simple online blog space is a
popular suggestion, with sections
for locations, activities, wildlife
and events. Perhaps articles
about a love of a particular
animal, plant or place, or a poem
to touch our hearts. It could be
an historic account explaining
the formation of a space now
rich with wildlife, or perhaps an
observation of the changing of
season. You could review an
annual event, such as our apple
tree Wassail, or provide a map
and walking route. You are
welcome to contribute in
whatever way feels easy and
joyful. As well as creating an
inspiring online resource, SarahJane looks forward to residents
being able to meet locally for
nature-based activities in the
future.

You may have seen some local
tree trails already - wooden discs
hung in different tree species in a
particular area - that can be used
with or without the supporting
trail guide. So far, two trails have
been created, one along the cycle
path between Northleaze and
Birdwell School and one in the
Old Research Station estate,
where 20 foxes can be found
hiding in 20 different trees!
At present, community members
connect via a Facebook group
called ‘Long Ashton Nature’ but
Sarah-Jane is very keen to reach
ALL residents. Details of tree
trails can be collected from the
Post Office. You can also
download trails from our
Facebook group or request one via
email.

Want to get involved in future tree
trails? Have a new idea that would
enrich Long Ashton nature?
Get in touch with Sarah-Jane
longashtonnature@protonmail.com

If you happen to live on one of Long Ashton’s many
south facing hills, you may just be able to see the very
young trees that were planted on the other side of the
valley. Tree planting took place on an extremely wet day
last March and involved staff from University of Bristol
plus some local volunteers. A total of 16,000 saplings
were planted: oak, hawthorn, hazel, western red cedar,
silver birch, common pear, cherry & plum.

16,000 TREES
PLANTED LAST YEAR
ON FENSWOOD FARM
(UNIVERSITY OF
BRISTOL LAND)
Most of them have survived the summer which is
an achievement. Hopefully in a few years, with the
right conditions, plenty of rain and sunshine, the
trees will establish strong roots and grow so that
you can see more than ‘twigs on the hill’.

The Youth Club is online during this current lockdown to
help young people. Online live sessions can be found on
the Long Ashton Youth Club Facebook page. Cooking,
arts and crafts and street dance are amongst the
activities that you can engage with and have fun. If you're
not available to join in live, you can catch up with the
sessions later as they're all recorded. There are activities
and help available with both physical and mental health.
The youth club is working with the local schools to
supplement home schooling and provide one-to-one
mentoring where needed.
We are putting together some activity packs for young people to have at home look out for news on our Facebook page. EPIC Youth will be pleased to hear from
parents regarding the current activities and welcome any feedback or questions by
email to Kimberley.epicyouth@gmail.com or Kathy.epicyouth@gmail.com

The Long Ashton Coronavirus Support Network is ready to help
with your needs during this current lockdown period.
We can help with:
Picking up and delivery of your prescriptions
Support for animal owners
Wellbeing support
Financial Impact Support
Grocery shopping
Or just a friendly chat!
With the local schools closed for many
children for a number of weeks, contact us if
you need help with tech for home schooling,
as we may be able to provide a laptop on
loan for you.
Long Ashton Coronavirus Support Network
(part of Long Ashton Community Network)

If you have a few hours and would
like to volunteer with the support
network, please contact us.
01275 595580
info@lacovid.org
www.lacovid.org
Long Ashton
Community Network

The census
is here
Sunday 21 March

By taking part, you will
help inform decisions about
the things that matter to
you and your community.
If you need help to fill
in your census form,
we’ve got it covered.

CGPTA8VA-A

Visit www.census.gov.uk
to find out more.

LACA
ALL SAINTS

