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Chairman’s Introduction
Hello, I hope you and your family are well. In my introduction to our spring
newsletter I outlined some of the exciting projects that the Parish Council
were hoping to work on over the months ahead - then the coronavirus crisis
came along and changed everything. Back in February I had never heard of
COVID-19, social distancing or Zoom! It’s been a strange few months.
While the weather has been unusually good, we have been through some
pretty hard times. The lockdown has caused real hardship for many local
people and for all of us our way of life seems to have changed for ever. To
all those who work in the NHS, in our care homes, in the surgery and in our
schools, and to those North Somerset Council employees who have kept
delivering our services, especially collecting our rubbish and recycling - a huge
thank you! And to the post office, the chemists, the Co-op, the Little Tipple,
Parsons bakery, Gatcombe farm and to all the other local shops and businesses
that have kept us fed and supplied throughout these difficult months, another
massive thank you! Also, a very special thank you to the hundreds of local
people who have volunteered to help their neighbours and those in need your response has been truly magnificent and very much appreciated.
We have to try to build on some of the positive things that have come out of
the past few months, particularly the great community spirit and voluntary
action that we have seen here in Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. How amazing
has it been to see our roads so quiet and almost empty, and people everywhere
walking and cycling in huge numbers. As we start to come out of the lockdown
our thoughts must turn to the future - with a mixture of optimism and
apprehension I’m sure.
The Black Lives Matter campaign has quite rightly raised issues of equality
and justice that perhaps haven’t had the attention they deserve in the past.
The climate emergency hasn’t gone away. We are more aware of those in our
community who are in need or are isolated. If the past few months have shown
us anything, it is that by coming together we can start to tackle some of these
seemingly intractable issues.
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The Parish Council will play its part in helping Long Ashton and Leigh
Woods to recover from the crisis. We have kept going for the past few
months, and have continued to meet using Zoom. A big thank you to
our Clerk, Janet Turp, and to our other staff for keeping the Council
functioning during this very challenging time. We have provided some
funding and support to the amazing Coronavirus Support Network
here
in Long
Ashton,
ashelping
maintaining
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Since lockdown began back in March, children from all over the
village have been taking some amazing pictures for an online photo
competition. Every Monday a new theme is set, and as the
competition takes place on Facebook, the winner is the photo with
the most likes/reactions by the Sunday evening. There are no prizes,
except the warm feeling inside that the knowledge of winning may
bring!

‘

‘

’

’

Jo Heinrich set up the private Facebook group (just search for Long
Ashton Photo Competition) when the schools closed, and she was
thinking up ideas for things her children could do with their extra free
time. Ironically her own children have never felt like taking part, but
plenty of others do. She was hoping it would encourage children to
go out and appreciate the nature around our beautiful village, and it
seems to have worked. The creativity on show has been really
impressive, especially considering that at least one child who
regularly takes part is in complete lockdown for shielding reasons.

‘

‘

’

’

The competitions are open to anyone up to GCSE age, and parents
post a picture their child has taken – or if the children are old enough
to have their own Facebook account, they post themselves. Each
week Jo sets a new theme: it could be ‘Circles’, ‘Blue’, or ‘Texture’,
for example. The group now has 83 members, but more are always
welcome. The competition will carry on until everyone’s back at
school – and maybe even beyond!

‘

‘

’

’

Mid-February to Mid-June 2020

Notes from the Parish Council
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Respect other people

Consider the local community and other people enjoying the
outdoors

Park carefully so access to gateways and driveways are clear

Leave gates and property as you find them

Follow paths but give way to others where it’s narrow
Protect the natural environment

Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home

Don’t have BBQs or fires

Keep dogs under effective control

Dog poo - bag it and bin it
Enjoy the outdoors
 Plan ahead, check what facilities are open, be prepared
 Follow advice and local signs and obey social distancing measures

Play areas
Play Areas
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child plays on a piece of equipment. Wash your hands when you get home.
• Don’t put the equipment in your mouth!
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Highways problems
Potholes, drain problems, fly tipping and a lot of other Highways issues can be
reported directly to North Somerset Council – either on the ‘report it’ part of
the
website
or by calling Council Connect on 01934 888 802. This will be a lot
Highways
problems
quicker
than
the
Council
do Highways
it.
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of the website or by calling Council Connect on 01934 888 802. This will be a
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than asking
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How
to contact
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Janet Turp – Clerk

Phone:
How to01275
contact 393551
the clerk:Post:
PO
Box 393551
3102, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9XA.
Phone: 01275
Post: clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
PO Box 3102, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9XA. ,
Email:
Email:forget
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
Don’t
you can follow the PC on, twitter Long Ashton PC @ClerkLAPC and
forget you
can follow the PC on twitter Long Ashton PC @ClerkLAPC
onDon’t
Facebook
www.facebook.com/LongAshtonParishCouncil/
and on Facebook www.facebook.com/LongAshtonParishCouncil/

Long Ashton
Growers
Long Ashton
growers – an ahh moment

Rowan in the wheelbarrow after a hard day's work down on the allotment

An - ahh moment.
Rowan in the wheelbarrow after a hard day’s work down on the allotment
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Introducing - The Reverend James Harris –
with Flax Bourton and Barro

Introducing The Reverend James Harris
Rector of Long Ashton with Flax Bourton
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Where have we come from?
Well, for the academic year 2018-19, my wife, May, and I, together with the girls,
were blessed with the opportunity to spend a ‘family gap year’ living in Greece,
where I served in the Anglican Church in Athens - a wonderfully rich experience
for us all and the basis for many a sermon to come, no doubt!
In reality, however, we have not travelled far to join you. We have lived for the
last twelve years in Bristol where May founded and ran an HR consultancy
business and I have worked, in both a lay and ordained capacity, in a number
of parishes and in the diocesan offices. Even further back in time, I grew up in
North Somerset, so this is not unfamiliar territory for me.
Although our first months in the parish have not been what any of us could
have imagined, we are nonetheless feeling very blessed to be living and
working here: plenty of fresh air and beautiful open space on our doorstep, and
a great community which we’re gradually getting to know, albeit at a distance.
I sincerely hope that, by the time the next edition of the magazine comes out,
I might be able to say I’ve met some more of you in person, rather than via
YouTube or Zoom, and even perhaps led more than one service in church! For
the time being, it is my privilege to serve you as your Parish Priest and please
be assured of my daily prayers for the health and protection of all in
our community.
James Harris
Rector
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NEW NETWORK WILL SUPPORT

our community

So much has happened in such a short space of time and our lives have
been affected in many different ways, but we can all be very proud of the
success of our community network.

The community response to the COVID-19 situation back in March
was truly astonishing. Long Ashton residents were quick to support
friends, family and neighbours while, alongside, the Long Ashton
Coronavirus Support Network (LACOVID Network) was swiftly brought
into being by an energetic and dedicated core group of people. The
Parish Council rapidly offered its support and in these past few months
the LACOVID Network has formed a well-organised group that
includes a triage team, finance team, tech team, delivery teams (and
more) with everyone, including street volunteers, contributing
considerable skill, time and effort that is deeply appreciated by all.
The Network is now evolving into a Community Interest Company
(CIC) called the Long Ashton Community Network. It is determined
to build on the community spirit that has been so evident throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic and to ensure a sustainable organisation
that will support Long Ashton, whatever the future holds.
Cllr Colin James, who liaises with North Somerset Council on behalf
of the Community Network, said that “When this pandemic hit, we
were unprepared for the needs of our communities - like grocery
deliveries, prescription runs, wellbeing support and more. Soon,
areas came together under the banner of North Somerset Together
and we now share best practice and help each other in a way that
could only have been dreamt of a few months ago. In late June, the
senior executives of North Somerset Council reviewed the local
support networks and concluded that they were truly amazing."
Despite lockdown easing off and the altering government definitions
of “shielded” people, we are here to help each other in Long Ashton.
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Of course, this is welcome praise. But there’s nothing like local
appreciation to bring it home that we’re onto a good thing. For some
long-standing residents, the support demonstrated during the
COVID-19 situation has created a sense of belonging. Maggie
Pearson said “In the past 6 months, I've learnt more about the village
and the people who live here than in the 28 years I've been here.
I’ve been bowled over, lately, by the support, help and friendship
shown via the Network, and by immediate neighbours - most of
whom I've had only a nodding acquaintance with until now. This
lockdown period has given everyone time to reflect, and to see and
appreciate who and what's around us.”
Similar sentiments are echoed by relatively new residents too. Livy
King said “We moved here 2 years ago and never really got very
involved, but seeing the way everyone's pulled together via this
Facebook group? I'm honestly blown away by it!” while Gail Louise
Born said “I already had plenty of reasons to be thankful that we
moved to Long Ashton over 10 years ago and this current situation
has just made me add another one. Great location, great people and
great community spirit… got to love LA!”
Long Ashton is the pot banging, hand clapping, die-cast model for all
communities to follow. No one left alone and no one left without
- David Milne

A real sense of community spirit has blossomed during lockdown
and we must take this opportunity to nurture it. What should the
Community Network look like? What role will it have? How can we
continue the support we’ve given each other in recent months?
Some first thoughts include setting up a “buddying” system to help
residents access information and services from North Somerset
Council and other organisations. Perhaps acting as a resource
centre to provide career development guidance, for example.
The Community Network wants to hear from you on how it should develop!
Email info@lacovid.org with your ideas.
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Thank you to everyone who has donated so far! Want to donate?
Go to www.gofundme.com/f/long-ashton-support-network

The Network is committed to enhancing the long-term wellbeing and
resilience of the community. The CIC Directors are confident this will
happen knowing that a remarkable pool of volunteers contribute a
huge range of skills, oodles of energy and loads of elbow grease to
support the cause.
Indeed, it is a successful collaboration of a multitude of volunteers
throughout Long Ashton and a core team of people who manage
day-to-day operations and share specific skills to help deliver support
to all. There isn't enough room here to thank everyone, but you can
read all the shout-outs at www.lacovid.org/thank-you-to/
The Network comprises over 160 volunteers ready to help with tasks
such as collecting a prescription or getting some essential items of
shopping. One volunteer even helped dispose of a large rodent
who'd shuffled off to a higher celestial plane (and provided a suitable
burial and short eulogy)! Help is very much at hand so don't hesitate
to get in touch. Call 01275 595580.
Hopefully, the Community Network will still be going strong long after
COVID-19 is a dim and distant memory - Kate Bolton

Only moved here a few years ago,
and in times of trouble our
neighbours have been supportive
and caring even though they
didn't know us. LA has certainly
pulled together as a whole in a
time of great need - AJ Underhay
Thanks and well done, everybody,
and here's to a continuation and
further strengthening of a truly
inclusive village community!
- Maggie Pearson

Comforting to know that support is
there if it's needed. The increase in
smiles and hello waves has
definitely kept LA life positive
- Keren Knighton
Every day I’m grateful I live in Long
Ashton. Not only is it a lovely place
to live surrounded by beautiful
woodland and fields, the
community spirit is amazing and
we’ve all seen that during lockdown
- Jennie Papps
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Leigh Woods Society
Like all communities across the UK, the residents of Leigh Woods
have had to adjust to the new normal and all events have had to be
postponed or cancelled. However we have come together in different ways by
providing a network for those needing help during this time. This has been led
and coordinated by our COVID-19 support group, details of which are below.
COVID-19 Community Support Group
Gill Dixon: gill@mrconsulting.biz (07710 103 548)
Mark Rayson: mark@mrconsulting.biz (07768 877 191)
Both can also be contacted by landline on 0117 973 1842.
If you are self-isolating and need support please contact your volunteer in the
first instance; any problems let the coordinators know. Many, many thanks to all
the volunteers who have tried to reach out to all households in Leigh Woods.
Many families in Leigh Woods know people who have had the virus and we
have all been impacted by it. There is a strong spirit of community support but
if anybody in Leigh Woods needs more support please do contact the COVID
Community Support Group, whose details are above.
Our website: www.leighwoods.org has a dedicated COVID-19 page with some
very useful information on a range of issues ranging from health to food and
shopping delivery services.
The website also has some advice on cyber security. Unfortunately the criminal
community is looking for new opportunities in these difficult times.
However, as we write this, in mid-June, we have seen some more restrictions
lifted by the Government and we all hope that risks from virus will continue to
recede. Life will take a further step towards normality in early July which we all
hugely welcome and we look forward to giving our support to local businesses.
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Community Events
Despite the easing of lockdown, social distancing is still in place and
community events are still going to be difficult to hold.
Before lockdown, we managed to hold our Spring Talk – delivered by Leigh
Woods resident Peaches Golding OBE on her role as Her Majesty’s Lord
Lieutenant of the County and City of Bristol, a role which she has held since
April 2017. This was a very interesting and well support evening.
We also held our Spring litter pick which attracted a record number of
residents. A big thank you to all those who, as part of their regular walks around
the area, pick up litter on our verges. It makes such a difference. Thank you also
to those many people who visit our area and take their litter home with them.
As for our summer schedule of events, it’s a different story. Our Summer Party
and Quiz Nights have had to be cancelled, as well as our summer litter pick.
The warm and dry weather has been welcome by us all and Leigh Woods has
proved to be a very popular place for families to exercise. The weather has also
resulted in something less welcome: ticks are abundant and rampant this year
already and it is possible to be infected and get Lyme disease in our area. Ticks
are looking for blood, and they mostly hang about in long grass and don’t just
go for dogs.
Supporting Food Banks
Many people have supported our local church’s efforts to collect donations for
a local food bank. St Mary’s Church supports the Bristol North West Foodbank
based at St. Andrew’s Church, Avonmouth. Donations can be left in the Church
porch. Cartons of tea or packets of dried pasta should be placed in the plastic
container to protect from mice. These offerings will be collected regularly
and delivered to Avonmouth. In the last month, 3000 people have received
donations of food, an increase of over 300% from last year. Food banks are
likely to remain busy even after the easing of lockdown.
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Parking Scheme
The consultation on the proposed new Parking Scheme for Leigh Woods has
now been completed but the final approval and implementation of this is
unlikely to be a priority of NSC at the moment but we hope that a decision will
be made as soon as possible. The availability of free and uncontrolled parking
in our residential streets adjacent to Leigh Woods and the Clifton Suspension
Bridge continues to result in single file traffic, due to the large number of cars
parked, creating dangerous conditions for all road and pavement users.
Thank you
Finally, a number of our residents work directly or indirectly for our health care
services or have helped to keep our essential services going over the past few
months. The Thursday evening clashing of saucepans from our front doors,
balconies or windows was a small sign of our thanks to you.
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Arch Bank Garden
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Community Gardens in Long Ashton
One of the positives of lockdown has been more people walking, cycling and
appreciating nature.
This slowing down has given us time to appreciate where we live and how
lucky we are to have green space around us. With many of us facing longer
term working from home, reduced hours or loss of work, maybe it’s time to
put effort into improving where we live. Little pockets of ground could be
enhanced and cared for, and with connection to nature and neighbours being
so vital for our wellbeing, we could do practical things together.
There is a triangle of ground on Keedwell Hill beyond the village hall on the left
hand side. It has had trees which have come and gone and gets mown every
so often, but it could be more beautiful. With the important issue of climate
change and our need to reduce our carbon footprint, planting trees is vital.
Would you like to be involved in improving ‘Keedwell Triangle’?
You may have noticed the patch of land at the bottom of the hill next to
Keedwell Church. This community garden is an example of the sort of thing we
could do together if people want to help.
This could involve: planting trees, weeding and watering them while they
establish – particularly in drier months. The more responses we
get the more enjoyable the work will be.
Contact:
Charlotte Beedell,
Orchard Road
cbeedell@outlook.com
Tel: 07967 913896
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They would like to send out a message to all their walkers to say
if they would like a friendly chat then please call Ruth on
07814671369 or Karen on 07855402768. Equally if you are
interested in joining the group when they resume walking please
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walkers are well and able to still get out and walk.
during the autumn (fingers crossed)!
They would like to send out a message to all their walkers to say if they
like a friendly chat then please call Ruth on 07814671369 or Karen on
Kirawould
Thorpe
07855402768. Equally if you are interested in joining the group when they
resume walking please make contact.

Walking for Health – North Somerset
Brian, Karen, Ruth, Angie & Jenny are missing you all and very much hope the
01275
88 2731
group can come back together and walk again during the autumn (fingers
Kira.thorpe@n-somerset.gov.uk
crossed)!

Kira Thorpe
Walking for Health – North Somerset
01275 88 2731
Kira.thorpe@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Great news! Following numerous discussions between the Parish
Council, the Long Ashton Youth Club, the Junior Football Club, the
Long Ashton Community Association (LACA) and some residents
of Long Ashton, an agreement in principle has been made about
where to site a new skatepark in the village!

HOW?
Many of you will have wondered whether a skatepark would ever be built. So we
(The Skatepark Working Group) wanted to let you know about this agreement
in principle. We want to reassure you that all parties fully understand that
the building of a skatepark will only proceed once a number of key actions
have been completed, which include but are not limited to further community
engagement, a site survey, logo and design approval, fundraising and working
out the ongoing maintenance costs. We are at the very beginning of the
process and we’re determined to work with residents to get the best possible
outcome.

Skate Flyer.indd 6-7

There will be challenges before, during and after any build. The Skatepark
Working Group feels positive that these challenges will be addressed. We want
the skatepark to be fully inclusive and attractive to all genders and ages, for
skaters, scooters, bikers and wheelchair-users, newbies or skilled and anything
in between. We hope you’ll join us in feeling super excited about providing a
future asset to Long Ashton and its residents.

WHEN AND WHERE?
All being well, we should have a skatepark in Peel Park (next to Keeds Lane) by
the end of 2021.

HAVE YOUR SAY!
We really want all residents to have their say on the proposed skatepark build.
We’d like anyone who is interested to come to a residents’ meeting where we’ll
give a detailed update of the plans (date and time will be announced soon).
You’ll also find updates and info on the Long Ashton Skatepark Facebook page.
Plus, make sure you don’t miss any news by signing up to our e-newsletter
here: http://eepurl.com/eGLQw

Feel free to contact us with questions, concerns, ideas or
suggestions. Email us at LASkatepark@gmail.com
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A LITTLE BIT SLOWER
A WHOLE LOT BETTER

in Long Ashton

The Long Ashton Wellbeing
Facebook group was set up to
support Long Ashton
residents with feeling well
and positive during the
coronavirus pandemic.
You can find information
about support services,
healthy recipes, gardening
tips, inspiring photographs
and much more.

Members have enjoyed
videos of birdsong recorded
around the village in the early
morning and at dawn, along
with photos of flowers and
nature. People have shared
recipes such as savoury
wraps and fruit and nut balls
that they've enjoyed making
at home.
P
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If you're interested in joining the group,
search for Long Ashton Wellbeing in Facebook.

The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+ . They can work in a
whole family setting if needed.
We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e

Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support

Inspired by the Nailsea Scarecrow Trail, Michelle Baden-Daintree started up
the Long Ashton trail and says she'd love to see more scarecrows springing
up around the village throughout the summer.
Despite a few storms giving our stuffed friends a bit of a challenge, the trail
is set to grow.
Michelle says "It’s a chance for families to be creative! Think current affairs
and comedy characters to eclipse the traditional type scarecrows."
There are heaps of fun ideas online and you'll find tips on how to stuff them.
It's a popular project to get the children drawing, designing and finding
props!
Michelle says "Our scarecrows never fail to raise a smile and I’m always
amazed at the ideas people have!"
Join in, make a scarecrow and email Michelle (mbd@simpsonslawuk.com)
with a photo and your location.
Want more info? Search for ‘Long Ashton Scarecrow Trail’ in Facebook.
Photos thanks to: Emma Bown, Michelle Baden-Daintree, Erica Tindall,
Elizabeth White, Vicky Phippen, Esme Phillips-Brown
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Email the 12 street names to the Clerk by the 10th August - one lucky
winner will win a free word search book!

A shrewd time to fill up your oil tank!
If you rely on oil for your heating and hot water, then now
is probably the best time to top up your tank.
Demand for oil has dropped with the recent outbreak of Coronavirus. This
in turn has led to a significant drop in oil prices.
Kaz Adams, from the charity West of England Rural Network, says “Whilst we
would generally advise all our members to fill up their oil tanks during the
summer months anyway (the time when most oil suppliers experience a
quieter period and are therefore generally more willing to negotiate a lower
price) it would appear even more shrewd to do so NOW”. Kaz runs a community
oil buying scheme which obtains cheaper prices for its members by placing a
single large order once a month and negotiating with multiple local suppliers
to get the best price.
Members’ prices are on average 6 pence per litre cheaper than average oil
prices, and was 23.4p per litre (plus VAT) in June 2020, against an average
high street price of 29.85 pence per litre.
The West of England Rural Network is offering free memberships (*normally
£20/year for domestic users) to domestic heating oil users aged 70 and over
who may be struggling to pay their fuel bills, living in the West of England.
This is thanks to a grant awarded by Quartet Community Foundation from
their ‘Surviving Winter’ fund. The scheme is open to all residents of Bath and
North East Somerset, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire and Bristol. Local
community buildings such as village halls, schools and churches can also
benefit from the scheme, as well as businesses such as farms, shops and offices.
If you are interested in joining the community oil buying scheme, contact:
Kaz Adams
Tel: 07825 202043,
Email: karen@wern.org.uk or visit
http://www.wern.org.uk/community-oil-buying-scheme/
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A WAR MEMORIAL FOR LONG ASHTON
After the huge support shown for the “Battle’s Over” in November 2018,
commemorating the end of WW1, it was noted that there was no easily visible
sign of any memorial to the village fallen of World Wars I and II. Plaques in All
Saints’ Church were incomplete, not showing all the known names.
An approach to the Charity Commissioners to form a charity elicited the
response that it would be preferable to amalgamate with an existing village
charity, should there be one which was suitable. The Churchyard Trust formed
in 1994, to raise funds to care for listed tombs in the old churchyard, but
dormant for some time, seemed an obvious choice. The ideals of both charities
were to commemorate the dead and fallen. A meeting of the three remaining
trustees of the Churchyard Trust resolved in March 2019 to join with the War
Memorial trust. Approaches were made to the Charity Commissioners and
the charity assumed a new title, Long Ashton Churchyard and Memorial Trust.
The Board of Trustees is made up from existing Churchyard Trust members,
members of the Royal British Legion (Long Ashton branch) and other interested
residents.
An area of Theynes Croft car park on which the flagpole, removed from the
British Legion site, now stands appeared to be the perfect location – visible to
all. A retired architect, resident of Long Ashton, drew up a very pleasing plan,
a modern design using granite for the standing stones with local stone making
a circular courtyard wall incorporating bench seating.
The memorial will be visible from Long Ashton Road but also provide a more
sheltered seated area in a garden setting for quiet contemplation. During this
preparation time the building used previously for many years as the Royal
British Legion HQ was demolished. The stone, donated to the project has been
lying on the site waiting to be used. Work on the memorial has been delayed
due to negotiations with planning and ownership of the site becoming rather
protracted.
Some donations had already been received, together with promises of future
funds, prior to the intended public fundraising date of June 2019.
Now however, a year later, with everything in place an appeal can be made. A
leaflet accompanying this newsletter gives details of how you can make your
contribution to this beautiful and long overdue memorial. Events planned
to coincide with VE Day were of course cancelled but the showing of the film
“Agent Rose” will be held as soon as it is possible.
Please help to bring this commemoration to fruition.
The Trustees.
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Chairman’s Annual Report
(This report covers the period from May 2019 to April 2020.)
The 2nd May 2019 saw a new set of councillors elected to serve on the Parish
Council for a period of four years. The Council can have up to 21 members, but
only 12 people stood at the time, so they were all elected, and a further seven
local people have since been co-opted onto the Council, having put themselves
forward. For most of the year we have had 19 councillors, which is good,
though one person resigned due to work commitments. All the councillors
offer up their time freely to serve the people of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods.
The councillors are unpaid, and I thank them all for the considerable time and
effort they have put in to helping run the Council over the year.
Of our 19 councillors, 11 had been councillors on the previous Council, and
eight were new members. Quite a few long serving councillors did not stand
for re-election, and while we lost a lot of experienced people we were able
to welcome new members with new ideas and skills. Having been elected
Chairman of the Council at our Annual Meeting in May, 2019 I felt that my
first task was to build an effective team of councillors to help take the Parish
Council forward. I felt that a change of culture was needed to reflect the new
Council and the changing concerns and interests of the local people we seek to
represent.
We therefore organised a number of training sessions and workshops for all
the councillors, and these were well attended and gave everyone the chance
to feed in their ideas for the future of the Council and the local area. These
ideas were written up in a document called A Council for the 2020s - The
Long Ashton Parish Council Plan, 2019-2023. This was agreed by the Council
following an opportunity for the public to give their views on the document.
The Plan confirmed the Council’s desire to give much greater importance to
green / environmental issues and helping to tackle the climate emergency; and
also to make the Council much more open and community focussed. While the
Council undertakes a number of important local functions really well, and is
very well run, the new councillors wanted to put more emphasis on informing
and involving local people much more in the work of the Council.
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The plan also set out a number of priority projects for the Council to work on
over the coming years. These are:
• The new community library
• The Long Ashton Village Enhancement Scheme
• A new Leigh Woods Enhancement Scheme
• A new skate park in Peel Park
• Helping tackle the climate and ecological emergency
Each of the priority projects is at a different stage of development, and the
more well established projects have provided a very useful way for local people
to get directly involved in the work of the Council, and helping to improve the
area. I would like to give a big thank you to all the councillors and volunteers
that have put so much time into taking these projects forward. Sadly, as a
result of the coronavirus crisis, progress has been limited since March, 2020, but
work on the projects is still on-going, which is good.
Last year the Joint Spatial Plan
developed by North Somerset Council
and other local authorities to guide future
housing development in the region was
rejected as unsound by an independent
government inspector. North Somerset
Council will now develop its own plan
and will imminently be issuing a
consultation document so residents
can comment on the pertinent
issues. In anticipation of this the Parish
Council has formed a working party
discuss the issues, reflect local concerns,
and liaise with North Somerset Council.
As part of our efforts to change the culture of the Council, and the way it is seen
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As Chairman of the Council I chair the meetings of the full Parish

A number of new information banners have been produced, along with a
leaflet explaining what the Council does. These materials were used at a Parish
Council stall at the village market, and we were hoping to take part in many
more activities where councillors can meet and talk directly with local people.
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As Chairman of the Council I chair the meetings of the full Parish Council, which
are held about every six weeks, and I also sit on the many committees and
working groups of the Council. Though we have limited powers and resources,
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The Council has, I feel, done much to help support the excellent work of the
local Coronavirus Support Network. Following a presentation to the full
Council in March, 2020, the Council agreed to support the Network, including
through help with publicity, and subsequently through the award of a grant.
The Council also agreed, along with other local partners, to set up a Steering
Group to oversee the Network, to co-ordinate information and to provide a
means of public accountability. The Network has done a wonderful job and
we are greatly indebted to them and all the many volunteers who have come
forward to help their fellow residents through the crisis. A number of parish
councillors are actively involved in the Network, and this has helped to ensure
good communication between the two bodies.
As Chairman of the Council it’s also my job to represent the Council at various
events, and I was particularly pleased, and moved, to lay the wreath at the
annual remembrance service in November on behalf of the Parish Council; and
also to attend the service welcoming our new vicar, The Reverend James Harris,
to Long Ashton back in March.
I have also attended a number of meetings with North Somerset Council - these
are mostly the regular meetings that the Council holds to brief the town and
parish councils of the Council’s plans for the future; and I have also met with
highways officers to seek to take forward the Village Enhancement Scheme.
It has been a pleasure to work with our two North Somerset councillors for
Long Ashton, Ash Cartman and Stuart McQuillan, over the past year and I thank
them for all of their hard work and for remaining as parish councillors - that’s
quite a commitment!
Councillor Ash Cartman and myself attended the hearings into the West of
England Joint Spatial Strategy in Bath on the 11th July, 2019, where I put
forward our case for the retention of the green belt around Long Ashton and
reminded the Inspectors of the importance of the Long Ashton Neighbourhood
Development Plan.
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The Joint Spatial Strategy was subsequently withdrawn as the planning
inspectors found it “unsound”! Through the Parish Council’s Planning
Committee, we have continued to monitor the strategic planning situation
closely and to prepare ourselves for the development of future planning policy
in North Somerset.
Finally, I would like to thank all the councillors for all their hard work and
commitment over the past year, and particularly Phil Jackson, who is the ViceChairman of the Council, for all his help and support to me as the Chairman. I
would also like to thank our small team of very dedicated staff who support
the councillors and help to deliver our services, such as looking after the burial
ground and helping to keep the village and Leigh Woods tidy. In particular,
I can’t thank enough our Clerk, Janet Turp, who does an incredible job of
providing very helpful advice and support to the councillors, overseeing the
running of the Parish Council and keeping on top of all the day to day work that
is needed to keep the organisation running so smoothly.
It has been a great experience for me to be the Chairman of the Parish Council
for the year and I hope you think I have done a reasonable job!
Cllr Dave Johnson
Planning Committee Annual Report 2019/20
It has been a busy year for the planning committee. New councillors including
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman have been very grateful for the support of
longer-serving councillors, the Clerk and Assistant Clerk, whose advice and
experience have been invaluable.
The committee submitted comments to North Somerset Council on 79
applications and 48 applications for tree works between May 2019 and March
2020, with a further 9 and 4 respectively being submitted by the clerk under
delegated authority during the period when meetings were suspended due to
the Coronavirus pandemic (after consulting with members of the committee by
e-mail). The meetings in May and June 2020 were held remotely, considering a
further 11 applications and 9 tree-related applications.
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The vast majority of applications related to extensions or amendments
to existing buildings, although there were several applications for new
developments and changes of use.
Several significant applications for development in the village were carried over
from the previous year (as noted in last year’s report by Cllr Uppington). The
committee was satisfied to note that the application for 4 new dwellings at 1
Warren Lane was refused by North Somerset Council, as recommended.
The development on the former Royal British Legion site at the bottom of
Providence Lane was approved by North Somerset Council. The committee had
expressed concerns that (although they support development of the site in
principle) the proposed houses were too tall, represented overdevelopment of
the site and that the access to the site was potentially dangerous.
The site at 58 Long Ashton Road (formerly “Cox’s Shop”) has received approval
for 2 slightly different developments based on designs adapted from the now
demolished building which stood at the site. The committee was pleased to
support the adapted plans for a slightly smaller development addressing some
of the previously expressed concerns from neighbours, however the original
plans have also now been approved on appeal and the committee has yet to
receive notice from the developer about which plans they intend to proceed
with.
The Long Ashton Churchyard and Memorial Trust has gained approval to build
a war memorial to be built at the top of Theynes Croft in the space above the
car park, between the existing flagpole and Church House. They will use some
of the stone removed from the former Royal British Legion building in the
landscaping. The committee supported these applications.
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Last year the Joint Spatial Plan developed by North Somerset Council and
other local authorities to guide future housing development in the region
was rejected as unsound by an independent government inspector. North
Somerset Council will now develop its own plan and will imminently be issuing
a consultation document so residents can comment on the pertinent issues. In
anticipation of this the Parish Council has formed a working party discuss the
issues, reflect local concerns, and liaise with North Somerset Council.
Cllr Owen Lloyd-Jones
F&GP Annual report 2019/2020
The Finance and General Purposes committee oversees spending, budget,
staffing and statutory compliance. For the financial year from April 2019 to
March 2020, the Parish Council received a precept from council tax of £172,000.
The purpose of Parish Council spending is to support the communities of Long
Ashton and Leigh Woods and this includes a wide range of services, from the
burial ground and parking schemes, through emptying dog bins and on to the
Christmas lights and play areas.
After North Somerset Council cut the funding of Long Ashton library at the end
of 2018, the PC has over 2 years set aside £49,000 to install a community library
with the necessary ancillary costs. A small group of councillors and residents
have worked hard to explore the options, but it is a challenge to switch from
the substantial administrative resources of NSC to volunteers trying a new
venture.
One scheme was taken to fruition, albeit only in part, namely the Village
Enhancement Scheme. Funds have been built up for this over a number
of years including a contribution from Community Infrastructure Levy.
Tremendous support for the road safety scheme within the shopping area was
evident from the active consultation, which resulted in the works in March
earlier this year. Although they were done by North Somerset Council, the
Parish Council paid for them at a cost of £21,800. Additional funds have been
set aside for the remainder of the scheme and for future traffic management as
we know there is very clear concern from residents about making the village
safer for pedestrians and indeed all who live here.
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The library and the VES are both Parish Council schemes and demonstrate how
parish councils are being asked to take up more services. Another one is the
skate park where funding is being explored now.
The PC took over funding the youth club from NSC in 2012 and it is
commendable that last year’s grant of £17,700 is only slightly higher than
the funding provided eight years ago. Much appreciation is due to the youth
club management committee and the youth service provider, Epic Youth, for
providing the youth club service to the village, including switching online
during the last few months because of lockdown.
The largest grant was to the Community Association, namely £29,500, for
the running of the Community Centre, which was thriving until lockdown.
The cafe was going from strength to strength. Many thanks to Sarah Leong
as she moved on after 12 years, having made a tremendous difference to the
management of the centre. Welcome to her successor Sally-Anne Tarsey who
has taken on the job at probably the most difficult time LACA has faced. Over
the last year LACA and the PC continued to discuss the future of the centre, in
particular the long term cost of repairs and upkeep. The fundamental question
is always: how much are the residents of the village prepared to pay through
tax for this public facility at the heart of the community? The PC regards a
vibrant Community Centre as an essential part of the village, but the coming
months will need volunteers to get involved and support it.
The open spaces of the village have been much appreciated over the last few
months. The cost of maintaining Peel Park, Chancellors Park and Kings Croft
is covered by funds received from the developers. They are yet to make the
payment for the public art but we hope that the final conclusion is within sight.
Although the developers of Tydings Close paid for the installation of the super
new playground at Gardeners Walk, the PC will pay for its maintenance. The PC
is also now responsible for the car park at the top of Theynes Croft and a new
addition, the telephone kiosk in Northleaze.
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In the absence of charitable fundraising groups like the Lions or Rotary in Long
Ashton, the PC is always concerned to support local groups. Small grants were
made to the new Memory Café, the Friends of Keeds Wood, Nailsea Community
Transport, the Guides, cricket club and others, making a total of £3,800.
The community grants of £1000 and £500 were awarded to the Scouts
towards their new hall project and to the Build a Spitfire Group respectively.
The community grants were introduced a few years ago to give residents a
chance to take part in choosing local groups to benefit from funding. However
over the years, the number of applications has been disappointing and the
decision meeting was poorly attended. This format was evidently not engaging
residents so will not be continued but the Parish Council’s small grant budget
will be increased instead.
The earmarked reserves include £10,000 to be spent in Leigh Woods and
£100,000 to protect the green belt.
The PC has, until now, kept comparatively low staffing levels. The breadth of
abilities that the parish clerk needs is immense and we are fortunate to have
Janet Turp steering us through, in particular with so many new councillors
having a fresh approach to what the council could be doing. She has been ably
assisted by Tracy Warren, the assistant clerk, the two village orderlies and the
burial ground gardener. Thanks to them all for their energy and input and for
keeping the village relatively litter free.
Turning to the budget for the current financial year, the PC wants to increase
capacity to reflect its additional responsibilities and services. Accordingly
provision has been made for increasing overall staff hours. The precept is now
set at £188,000, which means a Band D property payment of £68.55 a year to
the PC, an increase of 6% or just under £4 a year. This reflects the needs and
ambitions of the village and the figure is still one of the lowest of the service
villages in North Somerset.
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future needs for transport and climate change. As always, the
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constructive
interest and participation of the residents helps the
27.6.20
council to move forward so that our communities continue to thrive

and keep our distinct identity.
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The
Highways and Burial Ground Committee changed its name to the
27.6.20
Environment Committee at the beginning of 2020 as its remit had become
much broader than its name suggested and The Environment Committee
Environment
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Gardens, this reduction of the speed limit in the heart of the village to
20mph, is part of the Village Enhancement Scheme. During the year
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we worked closely with North Somerset Council and
local residents, businesses and organisations to work
implement the changes in the best way possible. Thi
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PLAY AREAS
Are open again – hurray but please don’t use them if you or a member of
your household bubble has symptoms of COVID19 and please follow the rules
below and bring sanitiser with you.

Long Ashton has been extra colourful over the last few months with rainbows everywhere!
Thank you to: Kim and Bohdi Rowdon; Millie Humphreys (6); Poppy Staite (7); unknown,
Festival Way; Ethan (6) + Ruth (4); Olivia Cook (5) + Martha Cook (3); Aaron Ross (11); Cecily;
Stanley (3.5); Juliette Ross (9); Erin Kossifos (7) and Brodie Pearce
for their creative contributions!

