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CHAIRMAN's INTRODUCTION
In the Parish Council we tackle the big issues - locally. Coming out of
lockdown and climate change, biodiversity, housing and inclusion, it all
happens in Long Ashton, Leigh Woods and the surrounding hamlets.
Some people have been in touch with others all through the last
lockdown. Others, like a friend of mine undergoing surgery and
chemotherapy, have been in strict self-isolation for months. The
experience has changed us all. Children have had fewer opportunities for
play, teenagers are wondering what the future holds for them. Getting
together again and catching-up with each other is a delight, but not
always easy so the Parish Council has launched a Reconnect and
Bounceback Fund. Reconnect grants are aimed at local groups who see
that a small amount of cash (up to £50) would help them include all their
members, for example by paying for room hire, transport or
refreshments. Bounceback grants are aimed at bigger, one-off events
where everyone can join in if they want to. The closing date for
applications is Thursday 17th June and decisions will be made at out next
Council meeting on 21st June. You can find out more on our website www.longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Assuming we can meet indoors without restrictions after 21st June, the
Council needs to decide to what extent we offer remote access to our
meetings in the future. It is more convenient, but now that we have to
meet face-to-face (the Government no longer permits remote council
meetings) the sound quality for people attending remotely is poor. Let us
know your views on improving remote access for residents.
We welcome residents at our meetings and start each one with a public
participation session when residents can tell us their views on any topic
that is on the agenda. We bear those views in mind during the business
section of the meeting which everyone is welcome to observe, but we
rarely allow interruptions as there is always a lot to get done. Between
meetings you can contact the clerk or individual councillors; our contact
details are in this newsletter and on the website.

While G7 leaders meet at Carbis Bay to work out how to tackle the
challenges of climate change, we will be launching a campaign to increase
biodiversity as so many species are at risk due to climate change. Every
Garden Counts recognises that we can all make a difference, whether you
have a tray on your windowsill, a few pots on a balcony, a back garden, or
visit the local park. Mowing less frequently or keeping a wild flower
patch, composting green waste or building a bug hotel, it all counts.
We also need to care for existing woodland. I recently met with Ian
Parsons, the Chair of Wraxall and Failand Parish Council, Dick Berry of
the Somerset Bodgers, and the local Foresters from Forestry England to
find ways of protecting the animals and plants in Ashton Hill Woods.
Once Forestry England has removed dead and diseased ash trees, the
Bodgers will coppice in Cooks Wood, re-creating an environment where
local species can flourish. Forestry England have asked if the Parish
Councils can recruit volunteers to help clear the laurel in the main woods,
where it is blocking the light from the smaller plants. Everyone can help
from local lumberjacks to complete beginners, as there will be safety
protection, training and equipment. Work will start in late summer. Look
out for updates on this over the next few weeks.
Finally, have you ever thought of being a councillor? Our job is to
represent the village, and we do that best if between us the councillors
cover all the different points of view. People worry about the time
commitment. At the same time the more experience you have of life
outside the Council, the more you bring to each meeting. There are seven
full council meets a year, plus the Annual Parish Meeting and they all
take place on a Monday evening. Some councillors attend just these
meetings. Others join in with the Planning Committee, the Environment
Committee or one of our many working groups such as biodiversity, the
skate park, the village enhancement schemes or community
engagement. If you are interested, or just have a question, contact any
of the councillors - our photos and details are on www.longashton
parishcouncil.gov.uk. It is worthwhile, we do the big things - locally.
Cllr Cathy Fagg,Chairman

In anticipation of the easing of lockdown and to herald
a season of reconnection and celebration, the Parish
Council created the ‘Bounceback and Reconnect’ fund –
to support activities and events organised by local
groups and organisations that enable community
members to re-connect and celebrate our community’s
resilience in a safe, creative and inclusive way.
The Bounceback fund will
contribute up to £1500 towards
community events held within
the parish. This could include
outdoor community events and
events held indoors (subject to
social distancing rules).

bounce back!
LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL
HELPING THE COMMUNITY
GET TOGETHER AFTER COVID

Events must be free to enter, be open to all members of
the local community and demonstrate good collaboration
with other community groups – this way we can ensure
this limited funding achieves the maximum possible
impact.

re-connect

LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL
HELPING LOCAL GROUPS
GET BACK TOGETHER
AFTER COVID

The Re-connect fund will contribute
up to £50 towards one-off activities
held within the parish that bring
back members of existing community
groups and organisations. This could
be used to support a social activity
or meeting e.g. room hire or
refreshments. We'll prioritise funding
towards groups that will help
residents who have been isolated,
shielding or face similar wellbeing
challenges.

The council has allocated £4000 in total for this initiative, with
£1000 earmarked for Reconnecting activities and £3000 for
Bounceback events. For full guidelines visit our website.
Closing date for applications is Thurs 17 June.

notes from the clerk
As we emerge slowly and carefully from Lockdown, I’ve been reflecting
on our online meetings to understand how we navigate the next few
months whilst developing stronger levels of engagement with everyone
in the parish.
As a new Clerk, I’ve learned a lot about how to manage ‘Public
Participation’ in council meetings. Parish Council meetings are meetings
of the council held in public – they’re not public meetings as such. It’s for
this reason that time for public participation is made available place
before the formal council meeting begins – and is limited to items that
are on the Agenda. That certainly takes some getting used to – especially
when my instinct is to enable as much public engagement as possible!
However, I’ve also learned that if we allow public participation
throughout the meeting, the meeting becomes too long and we don’t get
through the business on the agenda, which impacts on decisions about
local services.
Joining a Parish Council meeting from the comfort of your own home
certainly has its merits – and has probably led to an increase in the
numbers of people attending council meetings both in Long Ashton and
elsewhere. My current challenge is to manage the return to face-to-face
meetings without losing some of the engagement we’ve achieved by
holding meetings online. For this reason, and to aid social distancing
(which we mustn’t neglect at this critical moment), I’ve developed a
hybrid approach. This allows Parish Councillors and limited numbers of
parishioners to attend council meetings in person; but also provides
members of the public with the option to participate online. Our first
attempt wasn’t quite as I’d hoped, due to the sensitivity of the
microphone resulting in poor audio quality for those listening online.
I’m working on this and have taken some further advice on measures
that can improve the situation. I’m hopeful the next meeting will provide
a better online experience.

It’s been pleasing to put the finishing touches on the council’s new
Volunteering policy – and I extend thanks to Caroline Tarbuck and Cllr
Jane Purkiss for their assistance with this. This policy enables the council
to organise volunteering activities in support of other priorities e.g.
Biodiversity projects. The process of creating this policy has also helped
us to clarify how we enable other groups to take forward projects that
either require the council’s permission or funding e.g. by demonstrating
that the appropriate steps have been taken to ensure public safety by
providing us with a completed Risk Assessment and evidence of
insurance, safeguarding and other relevant policies. We appreciate this
can involve a significant amount of work, which is why we’re happy to
share our own Risk Assessment template and point groups to sources of
useful online support.
One other snippet I want to share with you is that work on the council’s
new website is well under way. I’m grateful to Councillors McAllisterKemp and Purkiss for their input on this to date. The council’s ambition
is to provide a website that makes it easier for community members and
partners to keep up-to-date with our activities and those taking place in
the wider community. We’d like to include details of local groups, regular
activities and service-providers, so please let us know if you have
information you’d like us to share.
Scott Jacobs-Lange

LAST YEAR, THE PARISH CLERK
RETIRED AFTER 8 YEARS OF
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

It’s very easy to underestimate what a Clerk does as most of us only see a
few parts of what they do. But Janet Turp was hugely appreciated by many
people, both on the Parish Council and in the village, for the way she dealt
with so many different queries and problems, with respect and fairness.
Janet kept her sense of humour, comparing North Somerset Council's
deadlines to the length of Bryan Adams' time at No 1; kept calm when the
projector exploded and when the notice board window collapsed.
As Mary Uppington would say, there’s never a dull moment.
Janet showed boundless patience, integrity and authority.
When Cllr Sheila Hardingham was dictating the annual finance report last
year, Siri didn’t recognise Janet’s surname and came back with the
memorable line: thanks to Janet turbo steering the committee.
We'll miss Janet's turbo steering, but know that she'll turn her considerable
skills to her retirement. We all wish you a very happy, relaxed and stressfree retirement and thank you for all that you’ve done for the
Parish Council, well above and beyond the call of duty.

THANK YOU
Janet Turp

"We'd all like to thank Janet for her continued support behind the
scenes. It will be hard to finally let her go. She has made a massive
contribution to the Parish Council and to the village." Cllr Cathy Fagg
The Parish Council presented Janet with a Dartington Glass candle holder
and some wine

Leigh Woods’ Residents
After months of restrictions, weeks of cold winds and endless days of
rain, summer is threatening to appear and very welcome it is too. Our
summer party is planned for 1st July, at St Mary’s Church, hurray! Life is
beginning to return to normal which is fantastic news.
There are some very positive changes happening in our area. We have
established a new Facebook group – Leigh Woods Residents Group – and
a growing number of residents are using this and the neighbourhood app
Nextdoor to communicate and share thoughts and ideas.
St Mary’s church is also undergoing some changes which have the
potential to benefit all Leigh Woods’ residents. The Vestry, kitchen and
toilets are being modernised, subject to planning approvals etc.
Additionally, volunteers have started clearing and renovating the church
gardens, creating paths and clearings. It is hoped that the space will be
used by parents and their young children as a place to play or picnic and
for any other resident looking for a peaceful spot. A weekly working
party meets between 9.30 and 12.30 every second Saturday in the month
to help maintain the gardens. All are welcome to join in.
The church also acts as the collection point for contributions to the Food
Bank; any donations may be left in boxes provided in the church porch.
The Leigh Woods and Abbots Leigh Cinema Club is going to hold a rare
summer screening at 7.30pm on 23rd June at St Mary’s; details to follow.
The Leigh Woods Society itself is going through a process of change and
consulting with its members on the best way forward. Regardless of
whether the formal structure of a society remains or not, a number of
people in Leigh Woods are looking to establish new community events
and groups. The Facebook page, Nextdoor, the Leigh Woods Society and
the Church are all good ways to communicate with others in Leigh
Woods.

Our Parish Councillors do a great job in promoting Leigh Woods and
gaining local resources to deal with our local issues. The flooding on
North Road is a problem which has been around for a while but plans are
in place to fix this in August. The new residents parking scheme is still
planned but no date for implementation has been announced.
We look forward to seeing as many Leigh Woods residents as possible at
the summer party. Please ‘rsvp’ to your invitation!

House martins can be seen all over Long Ashton; they are often to be seen
whizzing over the houses in Kings Croft.
Sadly, like many migrating birds, their numbers here are decreasing. This is for
a number of reasons – they travel a long way and are taken by predators on
their journey. Their journey is a long one – all the way from southern Africa in
some cases.
A house martin nest is made up of around
1000 lumps of clay and weighs about 500g.
It is most often lined with white feathers
brought in by the male bird.
On average it takes about three weeks for a
house martin to construct a nest. That’s quite
a feat, so if you have an empty nest, please
leave it there for them when they return.
House martins generally prefer to reuse old
nests than to start a new one from scratch.
And they nest communally so houses with
house martins usually have a number of
nests. It’s also illegal to remove it.
Look for them in the sky above you darting
around high up in the sky and make the most
of them as they are not with us for long…

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting, sometimes called the Annual
Residents Meeting, took place on Monday 26 April by zoom. This
Meeting is always arranged by the Parish Council but it is not a
Council Meeting as such. It provides an opportunity for residents
to hear about the work that the Council has done in the year,
including the money that the Council has spent on behalf of the
community. There is always a space for members of the public
to ask questions about any matter of concern in the village.

QUICK OVERVIEW
There were 12 members of the Parish Council present including the
new clerk, Scott Jacobs-Lange, District Councillor Ash Cartman and,
most importantly, there were 22 residents in attendance. Despite
zoom limitations it was a lively and informative meeting, with detailed
reports from the Council’s committees, plus a presentation by
The Lord-Lieutenant of Bristol, Mrs Peaches Golding OBE,
who lives in the parish.
The meeting was opened by the new
Chair of the Parish Council, Cathy Fagg.
She extended a warm welcome to
everyone and expressed her pleasure
at seeing so many faces on screen.

The Minutes of the last
meeting in April 2019 were
unanimously accepted
(there was no meeting in
2020 due to Covid-19).

Annual Reports (visit our website for the full reports)
Report by the Chair, Cllr Cathy Fagg
Cathy’s report immediately reflected the dilemma of the past year in terms
of working together but having to keep apart: ‘lacking the subtlety and
richness of real personal contact’. Despite the restrictions of the past year,
Cathy drew attention to many positive threads.
She praised the work of LA’s Coronavirus Support Network and LA
Together, both of whom received financial backing from the Parish Council
and achieved a great deal in supporting vulnerable people in our
community.
Cathy mentioned the consultation by the Skate Park Working Group where,
with 461 replies to its survey representing 1,395 people (just over a fifth of
the village), there was mainly support for the scheme.

Work is underway towards fundraising and finding suitable skatepark
designers. Cathy acknowledged the controversial high street planters and
indicated that they will be removed and possibly used elsewhere in the
village. She also drew attention to the Community Engagement Working
Group and its work producing the regular newsletter, Facebook updates and
the new Parish Council website.
Cathy celebrated the beautiful new war memorial in Long Ashton, opened in
mid-April. She thanked all the local organisations who have been working
with young people during the pandemic and gave a special mention to LA
Together who organised Father Christmas buzzing round on a motorbike!
Cathy expressed great gratitude to the Council's former clerk, Janet Turp, for
her work over the past 8 years and thanked the previous Chair, Dave
Johnson, for his sterling work, particularly with community engagement.
Cathy’s heartfelt report culminated in her expression of pleasure at being
Chair – ‘an honour’ – and she ended by thanking all those who have
supported her in this new role. She also thanked the trustees of LACA and
the manager of the Community Centre and pledged the Council’s support as
they work towards re-opening, and becoming an Incorporated Charitable
Organisation. Cathy expressed her vision for the Bounceback and Re-connect
initiative which will give financial support to local groups to get together as
covid restrictions are lifted.

Environment Committee
Report by the Chair, Cllr Colin James
Colin explained the Committee's new name (expanding the remit of the
former Highways and Burial Ground Committee) given the focus on climate
change and biodiversity. There are several inspirational areas of concern
which all intend to ‘enhance the village’.
Colin mentioned the following projects:
Biodiversity in public open spaces
bulbs on Keedwell Triangle, apple
trees and wild flowers in Peel Park,
rewilding Long Ashton one garden at a
time 'Every Garden Counts',
development of the churchyard
grounds.

Noise and pollution
consultation regarding Bristol‘s
proposed Clean Air Zone and the
risk of more traffic coming our way;
litter picking schemes, attention to
fly tipping in the area and
replacement dog bins.

Road Safety and improvements – cycle paths, footpaths, especially
Dawson Walk; enforcement of the 20mph speed limit; developing the area
outside Piccolo's; the Leigh Woods parking scheme; access issues to Peel
*Visit www.tinyurl.com/LAPCmeetings for details of how to access the meeting online,
Park;
liaison with Durnford Quarry regarding excess mud on the roads.
which will be available by noon on Monday 26th April.

Colin expressed how challenging the year has been in terms of sometimes
enforcing a pause in the work of the Committee. He reiterated his intention
as Chair to lead restarting and delivering the projects listed.

Planning Committee
Report by the Vice-Chair, Cllr Liz Anderson
Liz explained the purpose of this Committee which is to review any planning
applications (mostly extensions or amendments to existing buildings) made
within the Parish of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. Observations and
comments are made to North Somerset Council Planning Office. This
provides a route to drawing attention to any proposed developments which
could affect the village adversely.
The planning committee have had input to the consultation process in
relation to three areas of proposed development around Failand some of
which falls within the Parish boundary. Information about this was circulated
throughout the village, and many Long Ashton residents attended the first
consultation meeting organised by Wraxall and Failand Parish Council - an
example of Parish Councils working together.
Liz drew attention to the Committee’s concern over the past year about
North Somerset’s plan to build approximately 20,000 houses across the local
area over the next 15 years. This is a Government requirement. Liz handed
over to North Somerset District Councillor Ash Cartman to explain further.
Video Presentation from Ash Cartman - Ash outlined the potential threat
to Long Ashton as a village and described the efforts of the Planning
Committee to uphold the green belt that surrounds Long Ashton, and to
lobby against uncontrolled development (particularly in the Vale) which could
lead to Long Ashton becoming part of Bristol.
He made the following points: Long Ashton is big enough as a large village;
the railway line to the south provides a natural boundary; a gap from Bristol
needs to be maintained; Bristol must not be allowed to ‘sprawl’; the
development of a new village is preferable to expansion of Long Ashton.
The Green Belt working group has been set up to focus on tackling these
issues as a matter of urgency and report to the Planning Committee.
Members of the group have already responded to local consultations and will
continue to do so and met with local MP Liam Fox to explain our concerns.
Ash welcomed any comments and views from Long Ashton residents either
to him as a District Councillor or to the Parish Council via the Parish Clerk.

Finance and General Purposes Committee
Report by the Chair, Cllr Sheila Hardingham
Sheila outlined the dedicated and responsible work of this particular
committee in terms of setting the Council’s budget, reviewing spending, and
overseeing staffing matters (there are four part-time employees as well as
Scott who works full-time) and statutory compliance.
Sheila explained the precept – the part of council tax paid to the Parish
Council – which was £188,000 in 2020/21. There had been inevitable delays to
some of the Council’s plans, such as the library. Some examples of grants
made include over £7,000 to the Covid Support Network and LA Together;
£18,000 to the Youth Club; £200 each to the Guide and Scout Groups; £1,000
to Nailsea Community Transport who transported many LA residents to
Brockway surgery and hospital appointments during the pandemic; other
small grants were made to Home Start, Wellspring Counselling, Long Ashton
Growers and South West Air Ambulance.
The Parish Council’s major grant is to the Community Association (LACA)
towards the maintenance of the community centre and this was £29,500 last
year. Sheila reiterated the Council’s intention to continue to provide support
to ensure that the re-opening can happen in the next few months.
Sheila also talked about the Council’s earmarked reserve of £100,000. This is
a strategic fund for defending the green belt and has been built up over
many years as the Council foresaw the inevitable threat of encroaching
development. The fund is a significant resource which, for example, has paid
for publicity leaflets to the village about the last North Somerset Council
consultation. It will also fund expert advice which may be needed (for
example traffic surveys and a housing needs surveys) during this period
when North Somerset Council are considering how to implement critical
Government legislation about housing development.
A resident asked about the
Parochial Charities, such as
the Smyth Trust. The query will
be passed on to the secretary
of the charities to respond.

Q&As

A resident expressed thanks
to the Parish Council for all
the hard work done this year
especially under the difficult
circumstances of Covid-19.

Since the meeting, other residents have expressed their gratitude to the
Parish Council – by messages to the Clerk and on Facebook.

Your Parish Council needs YOU!
There are 5 vacancies on the Council. Contact Scott or
any Councillor if you're interested in finding out more.

Presentation by Mrs Peaches Golding OBE
Mrs Golding expressed her pleasure at being invited to speak at the
Meeting and indicated her personal connection to the Parish. In her lively
presentation she talked about her role as Lord-Lieutenant of Bristol, a
position she has held since 2017. It involves being the Queen’s personal
representative, upholding the dignity of the Crown on many public
occasions throughout the year. The role serves 5 palaces and a total of
14 working members of the Royal Family.
Mrs Golding highlighted her involvement with the aircraft carrier HMS
Prince of Wales which is particularly affiliated to Bristol. It is an enormous
ship, having 9 decks in total and a flight deck the size of 4 football pitches!
In August 1941, The Atlantic Charter was signed on board the HMS Prince of
Wales by Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt. This document aimed
to set out a vision for the world for the post-war era, defining the Allied
goals of self-determination for nations, and economic and social
cooperation among nations. Mrs Golding indicated that the 80th anniversary
of the signing of The Charter will be marked this summer by public events in
Bristol and she encouraged us to watch out for these celebrations and
hopefully attend, Covid permitting.

not that type of engagement!!
share your skills!
share your views!

join the
community

share your energy!

ENGAGEMENT
working Group

contact the clerk for more details
Psst... you don't have to be a councillor to join!

update on...

covid social distancing

planters scheme
In mid-January 2021, planters were positioned on Weston Road.
Three were put outside Piccolo's and two were put on the road outside The Natural
Habitat.
The planters were intended to create safe spaces for pedestrians where the
pavements are narrow or unclear to help aid Covid social distancing.
It was hoped that pedestrians would step between them when the pavement was
busy.
The planters scheme was funded by the 'Re-opening the High Street safely fund’
provided by the government to North Somerset Council.
In response to residents’ comments, the Parish Council issued a survey to help
understand residents' views on whether the planters were working as intended and
to inform the Council as to whether the scheme should proceed with additional
planters outside the Bird in Hand and Birdwell Clinic.

planters scheme

survey results - summary
There were 239 responses in total. 98.3% of the respondents lived in Long Ashton.
It is clear from the results that the majority of respondents to the survey had not
needed to use the spaces between the Covid planters to maintain social distancing
in both locations.
A third of respondents said that, outside the Natural Habitat, they stepped off the
pavement into the road/between parked cars/waited to maintain social distance, a
third said they used the 'forecourt' space to maintain social distance and a third said
that they not encountered other pedestrians whilst using that stretch of road.
Outside Piccolo’s, just over half of the respondents said that they had not used the
space between the Covid planters because they used the 'forecourt' space outside
Piccolo's to maintain social distance.

planters scheme cont...
The majority of respondents were not supportive of the Covid planters outside
the Natural Habitat. There was slightly more support for the Covid planters
outside Piccolo’s.
The majority of respondents did not support the continuation of the scheme, i.e.
they did not support additional Covid planters to be placed outside Birdwell
Clinic and the Bird in Hand.
The clear theme from the free text comments was that the Covid planters were
unnecessary because pedestrians could manage to maintain social distancing
without the planters. Many respondents considered the Covid planters to be a
waste of time, a waste of money and a waste of effort. Many people were of the
opinion that the Covid planters were a hazard.
A few people expressed support because they felt the planters narrowed the
road and therefore slowed traffic in that area.
If you would like to see the survey results in full, please visit our website.

planters scheme

next steps

The Parish Council has informed North Somerset Council that, in response to
clear opinion, it wants to remove the Covid planters from outside the Natural
Habitat and Piccolo’s, at North Somerset Council’s earliest convenience. In
addition, that the Parish Council does not want to put additional planters
outside Birdwell Clinic and the Bird In Hand.
North Somerset Council confirmed that they have approval in principle to move
two planters to Hollis Close if, after consultation, local residents agree. They will
be placed to reinforce the existing permanent 'no motor vehicle access'
restriction.
The remaining planters (if not wanted outside Piccolo's) unfortunately do not
meet the current criteria to relocate them to the Community Centre, and would
be reallocated to a school in Clevedon.
However, after the social distancing measures have subsided, North Somerset
has said there will be the possibility of a large number of planters being given
out to Parishes and communities on a priority basis.

thank you for all your responses

Talking rubbish!
Did you know...?
The Parish Council employs two Village Orderlies,
Julia and Tara, who clear verges, litter pick and
look out for anything that needs attention.
Julia covers Long Ashton; Tara works around
Leigh Woods and the periphery of the village.
Recently, Caroline took a walk with Julia along
Festival Way. Julia explained that they both
report back to Scott, the Parish Clerk, and will get
involved with future volunteering projects in the
village. Do say 'hello' to Julia or Tara the next
time you see them, and let them know if there is
anything they can help or signpost with.

Julia, a Village Orderly

It's okay to put dog poo bags into regular bins!

Replacing rusted-out dog poo bins

In the coming months, the Parish Council will be replacing the rustedout dog poo bins with lovely new ones!

Would you like to join with other neighbours where you live
and adopt your street?
This might mean organising local litter picking events or just keeping an
eye out and reporting street repairs to North Somerset Council online.
Registered volunteers can borrow litter-picking equipment from North
Somerset Council and make use of the safety information they've put
together.
To find out details and to register, visit www.n-somerset.gov.uk/myservices/parking-travel-roads/street-cleaning/adopt-street
We'd love to promote local Street Volunteer groups so please drop us
a line and we can give you some additional publicity.

Become a Councillor!

The Parish Council extends a very warm welcome to anyone
who would like to apply to become a Councillor. We are
looking for all sorts of people, all shapes and sizes, bringing all
kinds of skills. We are seeking to involve anyone interested in
improving local lives. We are particularly keen to increase
diversity on the Council and to embrace a range of different
knowledge and experience.

Could this be YOU?

Do you have concerns about any local matters?
Would you like to have your say? Would you like to have an
impact and create change that matters to local people?

This is the deal...

Meetings are generally held on Monday evenings.
Everyone attends Full Council, but you can decide just how
much you want to get involved in the three sub-committees
covering Finance, Planning Applications in the villages, and
Environmental concerns.

Some of the hands-on work takes
place in Working Groups

(at various times of day) and you can choose,
for example: Community Engagement, Village Enhancement,
Biodiversity, Library, Skate Park, Health and Wellbeing,
Children and Young People, protecting the Green Belt,
LA Community Association.

Am I eligible to become
a Parish Councillor?*
You need to be 18 or over
Be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or
a citizen of any member state of the European Union.
And meet at least one of the following four qualifications:
You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local
government elector for the parish/community in which you
wish to stand from the day of your nomination onwards.
You have lived in the parish/community area or within 3 miles
of it during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your
nomination and the day of election.
Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior
to the day of your nomination and the day of election has
been in the parish/community area.
You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other
premises in the parish/community area during the whole of
the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day
of election.
*Read more about the requirements of anyone wishing to
become a Parish Councillor here: https://tinyurl.com/4hscpmt2
You can choose to have a ‘Buddy’ – an experienced Councillor to
help you ease into, and understand, the intricacies of Council life

Contact Scott, the Parish Clerk, today!
We look forward to hearing from you
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com (01275) 393551

Long Ashton Community Centre
At the time of writing restrictions are being lifted
nationally and Long Ashton Community Association is
making plans to re-open the Community Centre.
In some ways, the enforced closure can be counted as a blessing, giving the Trustees
and the manager a chance to look in-depth at all sections of the complex, including
the hire charges.
Our new manager, Sally-Anne Tarsey, joined us in March 2020 just as we entered
lockdown. Hoping that we would be open again fairly soon, the first task was to
make the whole centre Covid safe. When we did manage to provide limited services
between lockdowns, those using the areas complimented the manager on the
implementations which she had put in place, saying they felt very safe.

Finances
Having no income for a prolonged period gave cause for worry about meeting the
necessary monthly expenditure. Fortunately our reserves and government money
ensured that we were able to meet all demands, with no need to call upon the sum
which the Parish Council, the owners of the complex, made available should the need
arise.
Income may not be back to normal for a while, so again we are grateful that the
Parish Council, with whom we are working very closely, have agreed to put aside
another sum which can be called upon if absolutely necessary.

Improvements
Two major planned maintenance expenditures for 2020 were able to be carried out. A
bright new floor was laid in Keeds Hall, before the old one became a safety issue. The
tennis courts' surface had reached the point where they, also for safety reasons,
needed to be relaid. The desire for lockdown exercise, the new surface and a new
online booking system all combined to provide a much increased use of this great
amenity, giving a welcome greater income than in the past.

Activities - good and bad
It was good to see outdoor activities beginning to take place with people to be seen
around the complex. Unfortunately, some not so good activities have occurred.
Several acts of vandalism and criminal damage have been carried out, some by the
younger generation, proven by capture on CCTV and passed to the police.

Buoyant bookings
Enquiries and bookings for the halls are very buoyant and, although some groups are
not returning, new users are taking their place. Returning users may notice some
differences and there is continual discussion about possible further changes and
improvements to come.

The Grand Re-opening!
The Grand Re-opening is planned for Sunday 4th July – an event to which the whole
village is invited, with activities at the complex, both inside and out, building on the
popular village picnics of a few years ago.
We feel rejuvenated after this worrying period for all, and are ready to go forward
with renewed vigour, welcoming all to our marvellous Community Centre.
Jean Pullin, Chairman Long Ashton Community Centre Trustees

Remember this?
Were you there?

Let's do it all again at
the Community Centre
on Sunday 4th July at
midday - but bigger
and better!

results of the
COMMUNITY

ENGANGEMENT
SURVEY
fairly well informed

%

59

59% of all respondents felt that they were kept
fairly well informed about Parish Council
services and the benefits it provides

There were 82 responses

-

lower than hoped for, but
the survey provided
sufficient data to work on

The data collected will help the
Parish Council to improve
communication and engagement
activities and can provide a
benchmark to see what changes are
achieving that aim

more visible

%

67

67% of respondents said that the Parish Council
should be more visible in the community
info from the newsletter

%

50

Half of all respondents said they got
information from the newsletter
limited understanding about

Respondents who felt that they
were 'Not very well informed/
Not well informed at all' provided
reasons for their thinking and the
following themes emerged:

the Parish Council due to
lack of information &
communications not
reaching them, PLUS
Not enough notice given to
residents on issues that
require resident input

Overall, many respondents
would be very likely to
engage with the Parish
Council by reading the
newsletter in print and fairly
likely to get information
from the website, followed by
social media

The least likely way that respondents
would engage with the Parish Council
would be by attending committee
meetings. There was a roughly equal
split between likely and unlikely for
respondents to engage via attending
open Q&A sessions

apart from the newsletter, the top three ways of
GETTING INFORMATION ABOUT
THE PARISH COUNCIL...

Word of mouth from friends and neighbours
The Parish Council’s social media
Social media outside the Parish Council
the current website

%

20

20% of respondents said the website was
worse than they expected. Most people who
had visited the website said they were neither
satisfied nor dissatisfied with the website

THE new website!

Will be responsive, organised and accessible. It will have many
elements that will help users find what they are looking for, including
a diary feature and an A-Z of services that will help to signpost what
the Parish Council does and what is looked after by other providers, ie
North Somerset Council
In the future, most people would

Paper communication is still as
important as social media. The
newsletter works well and
noticeboards also have a part
to play. Word of mouth
between friends and
neighbours is important

read the newsletter in print and
would be fairly likely to get
information from the website,
followed by social media. For
many, the preferred social media
platform is Facebook and people
find out about the Parish Council

’

not only via the Parish Council s
Facebook page but from other
community Facebook groups too.

'

WHAT s NEW
we are going to...
install an additional noticeboard at Kings Croft
work with LACA to consider providing a new
outside noticeboard at the Community Centre
investigate whether an additional noticeboard
at Kingcott Park Homes is wanted
repair and make some small changes to existing
noticeboards where necessary

cracking
new
website
coming soon!

-

eye catching

We have started to display eye-catching posters at the Post Office
noticeboard to highlight meetings and agenda items, particularly those
where residents’ input is particularly welcomed and sought
These are also being posted on Facebook, with links back to the
website so that people can easily find the zoom invites, agendas and
papers (plus info on how to speak in the public participation session) in
the 7-day period before the meeting
Newsletter articles are

-

being re purposed on

We now post ‘events’ on our
Facebook page that detail
upcoming committee meetings
on our facebook page we
are sharing more and
more information that is
relevant to residents

our Facebook page

More content from
local community
groups is being
shared on our
Facebook page

Parish Council
messages are
'branded' with a
consistent look so
you can spot
them quickly on
Facebook

We'll continue to produce the newsletter 3 times a year and address
the gaps in its distribution
Now that we have a Volunteering Policy, we'll make sure we involve
those who want to volunteer in community initiatives and events
We've not had many opportunities to meet people face-to-face at
community events such as the village market due to Covid restrictions,
but we'll start again as soon we can!
Want to read the full report on the Engagement Survey? Visit the
website
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LATEST
NEWS!

Towards the end of 2020, the skatepark
survey had a huge response. It showed
that there was positive feeling for a
skatepark in Peel Park. The skatepark will
accommodate a wide range of wheeled
users - for boys and girls, men and women
of all ages and abilities. See elsewhere in
the newsletter for further details.
A plan to raise funding for the skatepark
has been completed and identifies three
main areas for funding as follows :
• National grant bodies and trusts
approx. 80%
• Local fundraising activities
approx. 10%
• Parish Council/Local Authority
approx. 10% (including s106 & CIL)*

We hope to have a skatepark open day
later in the year to get people together to
discuss the plans and help raise funds for
the skatepark.
Elsewhere, planning is underway to
prepare for the tender to select the
skatepark designer. A market survey will
be issued to designers first, followed by
the competitive tender later this year. A
consultation with the community will be
held early next year to discuss skatepark
concepts and design to meet the needs of
a multi-use skatepark.
Found in the community centre archives,
this old picture of a ramp that was located
close to the Club Room. Scary stuff and
not for the faint hearted!

*s106 - developer contributions/CIL - Community
Infrastructure Levy

Work on identifying suitable national
grant bodies and trusts is underway and
relationships are being formed to discuss
the potential for skatepark funding. The
grant applications themselves will be
submitted once planning permission is in
place as this is a common requirement
for such grant providers. The next stage
is therefore to come up with a skatepark
design.
The working group are keen to receive
ideas for local fundraising activities, please
contact us: laskatepark@gmail.com

Follow us on our Facebook page for live
updates! Thanks to all that have engaged

with us in this exciting project.

Skatepark Working Group

LONGASHTONSKATEPARK

Unveiling of the
Long Ashton Parish War Memorial
On Monday, 12th April, the Long
Ashton Parish War Memorial was
unveiled by Mrs Annie Maw, HM Lord
Lieutenant of Somerset, who stepped
into the breech when HRH the
Princess Royal was forced to cancel
at short notice following the sudden
death of her father.
The date was chosen three years ago,
when, during preparations for the
11.11.18 Armistice Commemorations,
a scheme was established to provide
a memorial to all the known Fallen,
not just those listed in the churches
and other locations in the parish.

Look through time
If you look through the eye of the
tallest panel, which lists the First
World War casualties from the village,
you will see the old school clock,
where a lot of those named went to
school.

Looking through the smallest panel with
the Wilson family names listed, together
with a picture of Orchard cottages, you
will be looking down the valley, towards
the spot where Mill cottages stood,
before they were bombed on 12th April
1941, killing five inhabitants including
three young children.
The view through the other eye looks
towards the east, and if plotted on a
map, will pass through Parsons Street
Station. This was quite a surprise, as it
was from Parsons Street Station that
the Gloucester’s “ Bristol’s Own
Battalion” left for France in August 1914,
having marched to the station from
their camp at the White City, Ashton
Gate.
Thank you to Carl Tarsey and
Elizabeth White for the photos of the war
memorial and the unveiling

Other panels list the Fallen from Leigh
Woods, Second World War casualties
from the Parish, and the Polish Airmen,
killed when their Halifax bomber,
LL126, crashed into the field behind
the Parish Church on 21st November
1944. A casualty of the Bosnia conflict
is listed below the Polish airmen. There
is also a headstone, newly erected by a
member of the Wilson Family, on the
Wilson children’s grave in the
churchyard, which has been unmarked
since their untimely death, eighty years
ago.

We also wish to thank all those who
participated and attended the
Dedication and Unveiling Event, and
who helped us to comply with the
COVID regulations with social spacing,
which severely restricted the number of
residents that could be directly involved
in the ceremony.

Future events
Towards the end of the summer, we are
planning a fund raising event in the
village hall, and hope to show the film of
the Dedication, together with the
Madame Andree Peel story “Rose”, as
part of a Cheese and Wine Evening.
More about this nearer the time.

Thank you
The Trustees would like to thank all
those people and organisations who
contributed towards the cost of the
War Memorial, and also to thank all the
people who assisted in making the
completion of the Memorial a reality, in
particular David Addis for the time and
effort he has dedicated to the project.

This year, the 21st November is a
Sunday. The Polish church in Bristol is
planning to visit the Polish memorial at
the bottom of the churchyard, as they
always do when the 21st falls on a
Sunday. At this time, a Memorial Service
is being planned, and details will be
announced nearer the time.

We also intend to have a Remembrance
Service and Blessing at the new War
Memorial at 11am on Thursday 11th
November this year, instead of at the
Garden of Remembrance at the bottom
of the Churchyard.

The National Remembrance Sunday
Service will be held in All Saints
Church at 10.50am on Sunday 14th
November, the second Sunday in
November, as usual.
Charles Cave, Chairman, Long Ashton
War Memorial Trust

The Long Ashton Village Market have been working
with North Somerset Council and the Community
Centre to bring the monthly market back to the
village. Due to operational challenges, the current
uncertainty and finalising new licensing fees, we will
be opening up fully on Saturday September 4th from
9.30-1pm. This will be on the grass area opposite
the café.
In line with the new NSC licensing policy, we will be charging a nominal fee
to come into the market - as little as a penny! 100% of the entry fee will be
donated to a local nominated charity each month. We are now open to
receive requests from charities who would see this as beneficial to their
organisation. Please email longashtonvillagemarket@hotmail.com and
we’ll send you more details.
We are also looking for new local food and produce stalls, including fish.
Please do get in touch if you are interested in joining us.
We cannot wait to welcome both traders and customers and officially start
where we left off, building back better!

Long Ashton horticultural society

In April we had lots of lovely sunshine and we planted our seeds which quickly
grew. Many of us went out into our gardens to tidy up after the winter and make
ready for the spring planting. But our water butts soon became empty. Then in May
we had wind and so much rain that our water butts soon overflowed. How often do
we get really perfect weather for gardening?
During lockdown we arranged two speakers via zoom which worked very well, and
we issued 2 newsletters each month to our members. These were full of interesting
items, photos of members' gardens, plant facts and a quiz or puzzle. Well done and
thank you Kate and Mary for your hard work.
Now we are coming out of lockdown we have had our plant sale and have arranged
two walks for our members: a guided walk on the Downs in early June and a guided
walk on Peel Park in July where we will be introduced to a range of local plants and
herbs and how they can be used.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the 2020 Long Ashton Flower Show, however we
hope to hold the 2021 show on Saturday 4th September in the Village Hall.
Things maybe a little different this year but we will still have the same classes for
you to enter. All details will be published at a later date and on our website.
www.lahortsoc.co.uk
If you would like to become a member,
please contact Mary Lord on marylord63@gmail.com

.
.
.
t
u
Abo

NOT INCREASING THE PRECEPT 2021/22
The Parish Council is financed mostly through the precept, an amount of
money calculated as an estimate for the coming financial year and
collected as part of your Council Tax. This money is used to improve
facilities and services for local people in Long Ashton and Leigh Woods.
The Parish Council is aware of the difficulties caused by the coronavirus
situation and did not raise the precept 2021/22. The precept will stay the
same as 2020/21.
This means that a Band D property will pay £68.57 to the Parish Council
as part of the wider Council Tax bill.
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TREAD SOFTLY
NEWS AND VIEWS ABOUT PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

It’s been a long cold spring as if winter and Covid don’t quite want
to let go, but whenever I walk the local footpaths I enjoy whatever
the weather has thrown at me. On the footpaths to Barrow Gurney
hedge mustard and frothy cow parsley outgrow the bluebells and
wild garlic. Up on the Golf Course slopes I saw a rainbow over
Dundry, and one evening I splashed my way through the showers
to Abbot’s Pool where mallards ducked and dived in the water.
Tread Softly has settled into a bi-monthly rhythm.
If you have ideas, comments or questions email me
cllr.fagg@longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

NEWS
Festival Way
The traffic lights are finally
in place. I’ve used the
crossing myself - it’s easier
and safer than ever to cycle
into town or follow the path
into Ashton Court. I saw a
family group heading into
the park and realised what
a difference it makes to
cyclists and walkers with
small children.

Mud, Mud, (not so)
Glorious Mud
The stretch of the Monarch’s
Way at Ridings Wood, between
Long Ashton and the A38 is a
hippopotamus’s delight. The
other splash spot is the short
path heading west from Keeds
Lane and into the fields.
Although mud is part of
country life it can become an
obstacle, so we’re talking to
North Somerset Council’s
footpaths team and local
landowners about what can be
done.

Long Ashton Nature
Early one morning I joined Sarah-Jane Cobley
on the footpath that runs along the railway
line and up to Toboggan Hill. She pointed out
the different hedgerow trees - hawthorn and
blackthorn, elm beech and oaks - their fresh
leaves already changing from lime to a deeper
summer green. In a rare moment of warm, still
air we caught the delicate scent of poplars.
Look out for her beautifully crafted tree labels.
Check out her Long Ashton Nature Facebook
page for local nature news.

Ashton Hill Woods
Following a complaint from a
local resident about dogs and
cyclists in Ashton Hill Woods, I
met Rob Cullen, Forestry
England’s Beat Forester for
Bristol and Savernake. He and
two others are responsible for
a patch that stretches from the
Mendips to Swindon.

Access to Peel Park

Ashton Hill Woods are open
access land. Cyclists are
welcome to ride the stone
tracks and the mountain bike
trail on the western side of the
main path. Belmont Riders
Facebook page is the best
place for updates. However we
noticed cycle tracks in a dell
where badgers live, and the
erosion caused when some
bikers bounce down the steep
banks, suddenly emerging
onto paths and lanes.
The woods are not robust
enough for these activities,

especially Cooks Wood, an
ancient woodland to the south
west of the main path. The
foresters have restricted access
by brashing the boundaries with
tree branches, but it’s still
possible to walk through and
enjoy the tranquility of the trees.
For centuries people have
coppiced in Cooks Wood, cutting
back the main stems to stimulate
multiple stems for firewood or
timber. This lets in more light,
encouraging the profusion of
bluebells and wild garlic.
I met the Foresters again, with
Dick from the Somerset Bodgers
and Ian Parsons, chair of Wraxall
and Failand Parish Council. The
Bodgers will coppice Cooks
Wood from this autumn, and Ian
Parsons and I are planning a joint
effort later this summer to clear
the laurel bushes that block the
light from local species. If you’re
interested, email me on
cllr.fagg@longashtonparish
council.gov.uk

Pubs and paths
I’ve marked three routes on the OS App, exploring the hilly area
around Barrow Gurney with its mix of woods and fields, and views
back to Long Ashton, over Bristol and across to Dundry. On
Toboggan Hill I’ve used a well-trodden path which is not a PROW other routes are available. The Prince’s Motto at Barrow Gurney is a
great place for food and a drink. Their tiny shop, the Motto Shoppo,
sells ice cream, fresh orange juice, pasties and excellent coffee.

Barrow Gurney
is the shortest at 7.5K or 4.6 miles, heading along the Monarchs Way
(not the muddiest bit)! and across Wild Country Lane through
sheep and cattle fields to Barrow Gurney.

Barrow Gurney &
Bourton Coombe
is a 7.1K or 4.4 mile circular
walk from the Princes Motto
heading via School Lane up
Barrow Hill’s green fields to
Bourton Coombe, a wooded
limestone gorge. Look out
for hares in the fields as you
walk up to Barrow Court,
once a medieval nunnery,
passed the ponds and down
through Dead Hill Wood to
the pub.

Barrow Gurney
Long Route
combines the two with
some variations, over 12K or
7.5 miles. It makes for a great
Sunday morning run.

Armchair Wander
In his book “The Accidental Countryside,” Stephen Moss looks for the
places in Britain where wildlife thrives. He argues that as suburban
gardens support a wider range of wildlife than intensive farming, we
should consider releasing green belt land for development.
This is very relevant to us in Long Ashton and Leigh Woods as North
Somerset has, as one of its options, a proposal to build up to 5,000
houses in the valley between Long Ashton and Bristol (see
http://bit.ly/NSC_Choices for more information).
What’s your opinion? Where is the best place to build more houses in
North Somerset? How do we retain everything that is good about
living in Long Ashton?
To comment on this or anything else in this blog, email me on
cllr.fagg@longashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

A LITTLE BIT SLOWER
A WHOLE LOT BETTER

in Long Ashton

The qualified youth workers at Long Ashton Youth Club are
looking forward to welcoming young people back to sessions, with
our Covid-secure activities recommencing from Monday 17 May.
Find out more about how our sessions are running safely...

Numbers are restricted to ensure
social distancing, so all sessions
must be pre-booked. Go to
www.picktime.com/layouthclub
Pay for sessions and 'tuck bundles' by
card via picktime
All new members must complete a
registration form before attending
their first session back

Social distancing of 2 metres is
expected by all members. Any
young person unable to adhere to
social distancing may be removed
from the session
Face coverings are mandatory
unless the young person is
exempt

Mondays and Thursdays at 6.15pm
(Youth workers are out on the streets on
Wednesday evenings for detached work, engaging
with young people)
in the Club Room and Sports Hall at the
Community Centre

Could you spare £1 per month?
More details? Email layouthclub@hotmail.co.uk
You must be over 16 years to join the 500 Club

Long Ashton Youth Club is staffed by qualified youth workers with many
years of experience in working with children and young people. All staff are
Enhanced DBS checked and undertake regular training to update their
knowledge in ways to best support young people when they most need help.
Kathy is Director of EPIC Youth who are responsible for the
running of Long Ashton Youth Club. Kathy began her youth work
career with North Somerset Youth Service, working around four of
Weston-Super-Mare's estates and Long Ashton delivering centre
based and detached youth work. Kathy also supported young
people through North Somerset Youth Parliament to help them
have their voices heard.
Kathy is a professionally degree qualified Youth Worker and can be
found raising funds for youth work activities at the Long Ashton
Village Market, selling her homemade fudge!
Cerise is a Level 3 youth work qualified professional with 13
years of experience in working with young people across North
Somerset and Bristol. Cerise has worked in a range of settings
with at risk individuals and young people with disabilities.
Cerise is a keen baker and loves DIY and crafting, including
pottery. You can often find Cerise at the Long Ashton Village
Market selling homemade truffles to raise money for youth club
activities, alongside her handmade cups and mugs from her
pottery studio.
Jade has been a Youth Worker with Long Ashton Youth Club since
2016 and has worked with children and young people for 14 years
in a range of settings. From residential care homes to youth clubs to
school settings, Jade has put her extensive skills, as well as her Level
3 Youth Work training to great use.
Jade loves all things active and sporty and is ordinarily found
running team games and sports during our sessions to improve
young people's physical and mental health through positive
activities.
Kim has been Business Support Manager and Youth Worker
with Long Ashton Youth Club since 2012, and has 15 years of
experience in working with children and young people in a
range of youth clubs and alternative youth provisions and was
employed by North Somerset Youth Service, before its demise
in 2012.
In 2013, Kim completed a master's degree in Youth and
Community Work and has putting her professional training into
practice ever since! Kim enjoys crafting and cooking, and has a
specialism in delivering 1:1 mentoring provision.

All Saints Church, Long Ashton

YOUNG VOICES
Last year, the Christian charities Tearfund and Youthscape
commissioned some research among young people, asking them to
describe a vision for what and how the Church could be.

Young people of all faiths (and none) thought
that the Church should be:
‘non-judgmental and caring’
‘inspires people to act’
‘has leaders who model Christian values’
‘a place where everyone feels accepted
and a sense of belonging’
And what should the Church be doing?
‘do more outdoors, less constrained by
buildings’
‘making good use of technology, with
young people helping to operate it’
‘offering opportunities for people to
explore faith’
‘connecting with the isolated in society’
‘better mixing of different age groups’

In a separate piece of research, a survey of
14-19 year-olds attempted to understand
what are the most pressing concerns for young
people of faith today. The results are
unambiguous:
96% said discrimination (e.g. racism,
sexism, homophobia)
94% said poverty (in the UK and abroad)
92% said climate change

Our Emerging Vision
As ever, young people tell it as it is! And their
responses are encouraging because they tie in
closely with the emerging vision and priorities
we have also identified for the churches in
Long Ashton, Flax Bourton and Barrow Gurney
for the coming years - a vision that commits us
to growing in our faith, to be more visible in
our interactions with our communities and to
play our part in speaking up from a faith
perspective on issues of concern to our
common life, issues just like those identified by
the young people in the research.
01275 602331
reverendjamesharris@gmail.com

In practice, in the months and years to come,
this might look like starting a Forest Church in
which we focus our worship on celebrating,
tending and repairing God’s creation;
developing a social justice hub to share
learning and promote action around poverty
and inequality; or supporting projects to
address loneliness and isolation in our
community.
We’re most likely to succeed if we do this in
partnership with others - so if any of this
excites or interests you, please do contact me
for a conversation.

Revd James Harris
Rector
Long Ashton, Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton

At the top of Keedwell Hill

Welcome back!

We are meeting in our building again
fo r l i m i te d s o c i a l l y d i s t a n c e d s e r v i c e s
We're looking forward to being able to
resume families' and children's activities
later in the year once restrictions ease.
We aim to be a church
where all people can
feel welcome and
know that they belong.
We want to grow in our
relationship with God.

See website for details of latest meeting times,
activities and locations, online and in person.
I f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o t a l k o r p r ay w i t h s o m e o n e f r o m
t h e c h u r c h p l e a s e e m a i l i n fo @ h e b r o n - c h u r c h . c o . u k
or phone 07815 891 026.

hebron-church.co.uk

/HebronChurchLongAshton

Saving wildlife & biodiversity
Long Ashton & Leigh Woods style
When reports of plummeting wildlife populations hit the headlines,
Long Ashton Parish Council declared a Biodiversity Emergency in our
community. Now the Government has set a national target to increase
space for nature by 30% and nationally, gardeners, landowners,
farmers and councils are turning words into action. For Long Ashton &
Leigh Woods, this is an exciting challenge.
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The hope is that as many people as possible within the parish will embrace
the concept of increasing their capacity to help wildlife. To start the ball
rolling, the Parish Council has developed an initiative called Biodiversity:
Every Garden Counts. Making gardens wildlife-friendly isn’t a new concept
but has gathered more momentum in recent years. Some people in
Long Ashton already have wildlife-friendly gardens or have turned their
whole front gardens into a wild patch; others are nurturing patches of
ox-eye daisies in verges. Even the smallest changes to green spaces can
add up, over time, to significant positive impacts.
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The Parish Council’s new website will include an environmental section to
pull together different suggestions and ways we can all help wildlife.
Meantime, more help can be found on the National Trust and Avon Wildlife
Trust webpages.
Finally, Long Ashton Nature, Community & Environment Trust (LANCET) is a
working group already liaising with some key local landowners in the parish
to increase biodiversity on their land. Once up and running, the support of
many people within the parish will be key so please keep an eye out for its
launch.
If everyone does what they can, within a year or two, we could create wildlife
corridors to join up reserves such as Tyntesfield and Ashton Court. If we
achieve this, we may all be able to see a change within our much-loved
community that will make our lives brighter, benefit wildlife and leave the
world a better place for future generations to come.

Could you do something and make
your garden count?
Here are some top tips that you may not have
thought of before and might share with neighbours:
Add water – if not a
pond, then an old
washing up bowl will
do but make sure
creatures can get in and
out of the container
easily. Without this,
bees can drown
Avoid using pesticides,
herbicides, slug pellets
and peat

Create a mini-meadow
by leaving a section of
grass un-mown. And
maybe seed it with some
‘wildflower bombs’

Leave a wild/ untidy/
unweeded corner for
nettles and other
vigorous wild plants

Build a beetle bucket,
beetle bank or dead
hedge in your garden.
And register it on the
“Wild About Gardens”
website’s interactive
map to show how the
parish is doing
Provide homes for
wildlife – eg bird boxes,
bug hotels or a
log/stick pile

Redwood
Newsletter

Portishead, Clevedon &
Nailsea Neighbourhood
Policing
@ASPNorthSom

May 2021

Great Work Story
Olivia Newell
PCSO 9473.

Connor Aitken
PCSO 9382.

Last weekend Nailsea NPT ran an operation in Dundry
to tackle off road bikes being used in an antisocial
manner which has been causing the local residents
nuisance.
Words of advice were given to any riders the team
came across.
One vehicle was seized in Dundry turning circle as the
driver had no licence and no insurance.

Neighbourhood Watch Potential?!

Key Contact Details are:
Connor.aitken@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Olivia.Newell@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk

There have been many fantastic COVID community groups made in
our area and as COVID restrictions are reducing we are hoping that
they could keep running as a Neighbourhood Watch program.

Please like & follow the Facebook page above to see
more frequent updates and photos. PCSO Connor
Aitken runs this page for the team.

If interested in this opportunity follow this link:
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/

Protect yourself against COVID-19.
For further information go to:
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/community-safetycrime/emergency/north-somerset-together/where-to-get-support/
Crime Updates

Electric Scooters (Heywood Road) – There have been reports of EScooters causing a nuisance on Heywood Road in Pill. E-scooters
must have motor insurance and you must have the category Q
entitlement on your driving license to use an e-scooter.
Theft from Motor Vehicle – There are numerous logs coming in for
areas all over the patch about incidents involving theft from a
motor vehicle. This is an ongoing issue with certain vehicles being
left insecure. Ensure vehicles are locked and there are no valuables
on show.
Long Ashton Community Centre – Long Ashton Community Centre
has seen an increase in ASB, including underage drinking & setting
fire to items of clothing. There are further enquires being made by
the Neighbourhood team in reference to this ongoing issues.
Nailsea Police Station - Avon and Somerset Police
Pound Ln, Nailsea, Bristol BS48 2NN

Crime Reporting: Emergency - 999
Non-Emergency - 101

long ashton coronavirus
support network

(part of Long Ashton Community Network)

we're here to help you

The Long Ashton Coronavirus Support Network has been supporting those
residents with needs during the covid pandemic for a year now. We’d like to
send out a huge thanks to those volunteers, past and current, that have
played their part in supporting our community. And to let residents know that
we are still here to help you when you need it. Here is an update on what
we’re doing and how we see this changing as we come out of lockdown.

Medication Pick-up and Delivery
The support network has worked closely with Cohens to provide
additional support in getting out medication to those in need, this
has run to many hundreds of prescriptions for the elderly, those
shielding or self isolating. Looking forward, the support network will
continue to provide this support as needed.

Wellbeing
Our willing volunteers are here should you need or know someone
that needs a friendly call. The support network has worked closely
with North Somerset Together and Tyntesfield Medical Group in
particular to provide confidential calls. Where needed the support
network has supplemented these calls to help people with activities
to support their wellbeing such as arts and crafts. The support
network will continue to provide this activity as we come out of
lockdown and will also now support companion walks. The easing
of lockdown will allow face-to-face and group activities to enhance
physical and mental wellbeing. DBS checks and safeguarding
training will be provided to address the safety of volunteers and the
local community.

01275 595580 info@lacovid.org

Financial Impact Support
We have provided confidential support for those in need, this has
included helping people access the Nailsea foodbank, providing
food boxes and food hampers and providing grants where there is a
need. The support network sees this as an important activity that
will continue as we come out of lockdown.

Dog Walking
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We have been pleased to provide regular walks for
our four-legged friends for those unable to get out and
about during the pandemic. Some great relationships
have built up and the dogs have absolutely loved
getting out for regular walkies. The support network
provides this activity for those in need and is pleased
to say that LA PAWS will be here to stay.

Grocery Shopping
The lockdown made it difficult for many people to get out and
about. Neighbours, friends and family have played a fantastic part
in helping the elderly, shielded or self-isolating with getting fresh
food. The support network has supported many residents over the
last year with their weekly shop. As we come out of lockdown most
people will make their own arrangements for grocery shopping. The
support network is here for those that have a need, Just give us a
call and chat to one of the volunteers on the support helpline.

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer on any of the activities described
above please contact us. All volunteers are ID checked and
covered by our insurance.
The support network thanks all those that have helped made this possible
through individual donations and grants that have been received from a
number of organisations notably Long Ashton Parish Council, thank you.

SIAN'T BE
NEEDING A
FERRY

LONG ASHTON RESIDENT
GETS READY TO SWIM THE
CHANNEL FOR CHARITY

In 2019, Sian Andrews was inspired by a
reality TV show where celebrities prepared to
swim the English Channel as part of a relay
race. Every week, she watched the
participants train, swim and bond over a
horrendous fitness schedule, aimed at
building strength, stamina and cardio fitness.
"A little voice in my head said 'you could
do this'"

A spark ignited inside her. Every week she
watched and every week the spark grew. The
flicker became a glow.
Sian has always enjoyed swimming for fun,
but has never taken part in a swimming event
or been part of a swim club. Could she too
swim the channel?
But, the dream of swimming the English
Channel fluttered away. For Sian and her
husband, many things happened in 2019.
They overhauled their new house. Sian's
father needed care and ultimately passed
away. They went traveling around India.
When Covid hit in 2020 Sian was furloughed.
She got googling. She found Aspire, a charity
that helps people with spinal injuries, not only
with physical rehabilitation, but with mental
health support helping them to adapt to a new
way of life - possibly in a wheelchair.
Sian was moved by Aspire's dedication.
Want to donate? Go to www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/sian-andrews15

"We lived through the New Zealand
earthquakes of 2010/11 and I had seen
for myself how, in an instant, lives can be
changed through injury or trauma"

To raise money, Sian recaptured the dream
and signed up to swim the English Channel.
With six people in her relay team, Sian will be
swimming in a repeated order until she
touches French sand. Every team member will
swim at least twice, some may swim more
depending how long the crossing takes them.

"wetsuits are
not allowed!"

Following a swim assessment and a medical,
Sian has been training - hard! When Covid
restrictions allowed, she's been swimming at
Henleaze Lake and at Clevedon. When no
swimming water was available, she was gifted
the use of a private pool. The coldest water?
3 degrees Celsius!
Before her channel challenge on July 11-16th,
Sian will do three swims to prove that she can
swim well enough, and that her body can cope
with the cold water and the length of time
she'll be in it. Bon voyage Sian! Bonne chance!
"I'm so excited. Can you tell?!"

LONG ASHTON TOGETHER
NEWS

Litter Picking

Volunteers did their first litter pick with us in
March. It was a great success!
We intend to make this a regular activity on the
first Saturday of every month. Equipment
(including litter pickers and bin hoops) can be
collected from Long Ashton Bike Shop by prior
arrangement with LA Together.
Local groups and residents are able to borrow
the equipment for their own litter picks too.
Please contact us.
Thank you to Plastic Free Long Ashton for
providing equipment.

Village Parade and Party in the Park,
Bank Holiday Monday, 30 August 2021
We're planning a village event to raise

Full details will be announced through

people’s spirits and bring us all together

social media and on village

again. The event starts with a Village

noticeboards.

Parade, leaving All Saints Church around
midday and walking through the village,
ending at Long Ashton Community
Centre around 1pm. Everyone is invited
to take part as well as watch. The theme
for the day is ‘Party’ so no need to go
out and buy a specific outfit, your
Sunday best will do!

Community zoom
license

Following the Parade, there'll be a Party

Our community zoom license is being

in the Park on the community centre

used frequently, with some groups

grounds until 7pm. There will be

having regular bookings. This is lovely

bouncy castles, small children's rides,

to see. We do however need to make a

games and activities, a live DJ, various

decision in November 2021, when our

tribute band live acts, food vans, ice

year-long licence runs out, as to

cream, a bar and plenty more besides.

whether to renew or whether this was

This promises to be a fantastic day, with

just a great asset over lockdown and

hopefully something for everyone.

restrictive periods.

Graffiti

This will be a community event

There was a spate of unsightly graffiti

assistance of North Somerset

through the village at the beginning of
this year. The offender was made to
remove the graffiti that could be
proven attributable to them, but this
was a tiny amount so LA Together
volunteers took action and cleared the
majority of the graffiti. I’m sure you will
agree that the village is looking much
better, so thank you to our brilliant
volunteers for their hard work.

organised by LA Together with the
Councillor Stuart McQuillan. On the
day, we are asking for voluntary
donations of £2 per child. We hope
to run the bus shelter painting event
on the afternoon of Sunday 27th
June, weather permitting, but will
update on social media and also on
local noticeboards.

and, unfortunately, Perspex does

Muddy Trench in
Pear Tree Avenue

smear when cleaned. We spoke to

We were made aware of a big, wet

There were a few challenges along the
way. Some paint just would not shift

North Somerset Council and asked
whether the worst affected Perspex
could be replaced, or even an
alternative found. We were also
supplied with the standard paint
colour used on the shelters. Our
volunteers will follow up on that in
due course.

Bus Shelter

trench on the corner of Pear Tree
Avenue and Bramley Copse. As there
isn’t enough turning space for lorries
turning left from Pear Tree onto
Bramley Copse, the lorries’ wheels
cut the corner of the grassed
pavement and dug up all the mud.
A resident very generously donated
some soil and our volunteers
promptly filled the hole. This isn’t a
permanent solution but certainly

A local resident suggested we could

looks better than it did. Meanwhile,

organise a mural at the bus shelter by

we have spoken with the Parish

Alexander May Estate Agents. This

Council and North Somerset Council,

would not only make an attractive

and the former are going to pursue

feature within our village, but hopefully

the issue further with NSC.

also deter graffiti appearing there in the

.

future.
At the moment we have a blank canvas
so the idea is to have a couple of local
artists paint a tree on the back wall,
then invite all the youngsters in the
village to come and place their
handprints on the tree.

Digital Exclusion
LA Together were delighted and

10” tablets which we can use with

grateful to receive a grant from The

residents if they don’t already have

National Lottery in February this year.

their own computer/laptop, etc. This

This money was given to us so that we

is a great opportunity as it provides

could purchase office equipment

the resident with the ability to

including a laptop, laser printer, paper,

borrow the tablets for the duration

etc to be able to reach out through

of their training to see whether they

flyers and posters to those who may

are comfortable before going out

not be on social media. We are already

and spending money on their own

making good use of the equipment!

equipment.

You may have seen our flyers and

If you, or anyone you know, would

posters on local notice boards, in
various shops and the doctors surgery
advertising our FREE support to

like some support, whether it’s
understanding websites, emailing,
connecting with friends or any

anyone wanting digital assistance,
whether it be to help them get online
for the first time, or just to help with a
particular issue they may have.

other issue, give us a call on 07898
075 486 or leave your contact
details with a member of staff at
Long Ashton Post Office and we will
get back to you.

This seems to be working well as we
have already had a few enquiries and

Our volunteers will be DBS checked

have lined up fully DBS checked

(enhanced), and happy to work with

volunteers to start working with

you at your home or in a public

them.

place, whatever you feel most

To aid in this venture, we are

comfortable with. It is possible they

extremely excited to tell you that the

may be able to give support over

Parish Council approved a further

the telephone, depending on what

grant for LA Together which has

the issue is.

enabled us to purchase some

Long Ashton Together (LA Together) is a voluntary community organisation, whose aim
is to help Long Ashton residents by focussing on peer-to-peer support and community
action.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/latogether. You can also find us on NextDoor.
Website: www.la-together.org
If you need help in any way, or have any questions, please feel free to email us at
info@la-together.org and we will look at how we can assist you.

20 years

trying to be green
Grassroots & mushrooms
Then in 2008, after seeing the film A Crude
Awakening which scared the hell out of me, I
tentatively set up a meeting to see whether the
Transition Towns message - grassroots action
to build community resilience and address
climate change and fossil fuel dependence might work here. The result was a
mushrooming of energy and action. Dozens of
us experienced what happens when people find
common ground and share aspirations – the
positive energy of finding ways to act together
for the benefit of community and planet.

Wassialing

We’re leaving Long Ashton after 20 years,
having arrived in those relatively innocent days
of 2001 when climate change was something
we thought would affect our grandchildren,
rather than a current reality.
We did our recycling, and fitted solar thermal to
our roof for our hot water. I organised a music
project where both primary schools marched in
samba to the football ground where they sang
to a live band. I played the baddy in the re-born
village pantos.
We didn’t know then that soils, insects and
wildlife were in crisis. I could still get on a jet
plane, not having yet developed flygskam (note
that this translates as ‘flight shame’ – it’s us
British who have renamed it the accusatory
‘flightshaming’). Environmental issues got
scant coverage in the news, and Exxon and
Shell were still successfully delaying action on
climate by spreading misinformation and
confusion (and please let’s not be taken in by
their current greenwash inadequate responses,
but that’s another story). And the government
was still funding fossil fuel projects and going
ahead with new roads and airport expansion...
oh sorry, little change there then.

Food hub

First was the monthly Grow It Group to support
veg growing. Then we had topic-based
meetings on energy, food, fracking and
transport, and for a time had a weekly
collection hub for veg boxes, organic meat and
artisan bread. Some of us helped save and
revitalise the Horticultural Society, which had
asked for help.
The Wassailing tradition was reborn, blessing
apple trees on a January afternoon with songs,
rhymes and fun (first of all in Pear Tree Avenue,
the site of the old Research Station, then in the
new Peel Park). The chicken share started,
collectively keeping hens and sharing the eggs.
I started Tra LA (short for Transition) choir.

(In the end we were outbid, but the story had a
happy ending, as the woods were bought by a
local couple Emma and Andrew who give their
blessing to hazel coppicing in the winter
months.)
2011 became ‘Year of the Apple’, with the first
Apple Day (watch out for Apple Day’s postCovid return in October 2022).

Chicken share

Energy! Energy!

In 2019 I briefly brought Extinction Rebellion’s
tsunami of action to Long Ashton, and was very
proud to be part of BAAN, the airport action
network that helped give North Somerset
councillors a platform to reject Bristol airport
expansion plans in 2020.

Farewell...
As we leave, the village is flourishing in new
ways, as a flick through this newsletter shows.
The old phrase ‘Think Global, Act Local’ seems
more pertinent than ever, and being truly in
love with the earth seems the best basis for
eco-solutions. The pandemic has made many of
us value quiet, nature and community spirit,
and has proved that when something is really
taken as a crisis there is endless energy for
addressing it.
My final community engagement here has
been the first practical action of new
organisation LANCET (see elsewhere in this
newsletter), the after-care of saplings planted
by Bristol University on Toboggan Hill. Once
again I have felt the optimism and connection
of practical local action.
I send my best wishes to all who are
contributing to the prosperous future of this
community.
by Bill Roberts
www.transitionlongashton.co.uk

Bill

Along the way we got PV solar panels on our roof,
and an air source heat pump, to make the house
run without fossil fuels (you can still do this with
the Renewable Heat Incentive which pays back
about 2/3 the cost over seven years). We bus and
cycle and stay local, eat mostly vegan and avoid
plastic, and celebrate the transformation of the
Post Office into a refill shop.

LA Growers old site

Long Ashton Growers was soon born, to grow
food collectively, followed by the Village Market
and community orchard.
In 2011 Keeds Wood came up for sale and
through the networks established we raised
£100,000 in pledges for a community purchase,
in just 4 days!

back at Birches Farm in Long Ashton
5-8 August 2021
An action packed family weekend with cool cars and fun features to keep
you and the little ones entertained!

What's on... Aardman Animations model making workshop on behalf of Teenage
Cancer Trust circus, dance & art workshops big kids zone Ken Fox’s infamous
antique Wall of Death live bands and DJs Cuban Brothers Dutty Moonshine
Big Band Junior teams of the Long Ashton Football Club will be running a 5-aside football tournament with us throughout the day on Saturday 75th
anniversary display of VW Beetle California Culture theme complimented by
California style, music and American cars.
Dogs are welcome! We will again be supporting Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary who will be
holding a dog show. This is open all visitors and their pooches, so don’t be shy
– get involved.

IMPORTANT ENTRY INFORMATION
The main entrance for day visitors, both in cars and on foot, is on Wild Country Lane.
Do not use Weston Road. Follow the pedestrian entry signs and traffic marshals to the
entrance on Wild Country Lane.
Weekend campers will enter/exit Birches Farm
through the gates on Wild Country Lane and
Clevedon Road. There will be more than usual
traffic on those roads between the following
hours:
Clevedon Road:
Wild Country Lane:
Thursday 14.00 – 20.00 Thursday 14.00 – 20.00
Friday 10.00 – 21.00
Friday 10.00 – 21.00
Saturday 10.00 – 16.00 Sunday 10.00 – 18.00
Sunday 10.00 – 18.00

A traffic management team will be
operating to minimise any
inconvenience. As a safety
precaution the speed limit on
Weston Road will be reduced from
50mph to 30mph. The footpaths
across Birches Farm will also be
closed from 30 July – 13 August.

www.bristolvolksfest.co.uk www.facebook.com/volksfestbristol
info@bristolvolksfest.co.uk 07483 883322

you'll find all sorts
of helpful info...
local road closures
upcoming committee meetings and points of
particular interest
news from the Parish Council, local community groups,
services, North Somerset Council, Avon & Somerset
police & more

