ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

FOOTPATHS SURVEY
SEPTEMBER 2020
We ran an online survey for 10 days to 15th September 2020 to seek
local views on footpaths, cycleways and bridleways in Long Ashton.
The survey was advertised on the Parish Council Facebook page and
along the main public rights of way in the parish.
207 people responded to the survey which, given the limitations of time,
access and publicity, demonstrates a high level of interest in our local
Public Rights of Way. The results are:

of you walk the local
footpaths because you
enjoy them
of you cycle along the
cycle paths because you
enjoy them
walk and/or cycle on the local footpaths to get to
school, work, shops, place of worship

Local paths most important to you are The Village Circular Footpath/part of it
(around Long Ashton)

88%

The Festival Way Cycle/Shared Use Path

88%

The footpaths in Long Ashton woods
(Iron Plantation and Ashton Hill Woods)
The Monarch’s Way/part of it
(Longwood Lane … A38)
The footpaths across Long Ashton Golf Course

78%
62%
60%

Important paths also included: the Community Forest Path/part of it (Ashton Court … Hanging
Hill Wood-A38); the Gatcombe-Flax Bourton link; footpaths to Yanley or Barrow Gurney

75%
56%
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You'd like to see better signposting
You'd like to see less fly-tipping
You'd like safe road crossings (particularly at Festival Way
crossing B3128 to the link road by The Ashton)

The size and nature of the responses demonstrates that, for many
people, our local footpaths are an important and pleasurable part of
village life providing safe routes to school and work as well as being
used for fitness and recreation. People are using all of our local paths
both within the Parish Council area and beyond. However there are
concerns about road safety and a desire for safer crossings. People
would also welcome better signage, easier access, more rest points,
improved information, safer routes to local amenities and the cutting
back of vegetation. In addition, there are some tensions between
different user groups of our Rights of Way with one person
reporting an accident.

NEXT STEPS
The information will be used to: (1) re-establish a Long Ashton Rights of
Way Forum. In the current circumstances, we are considering a quarterly
on-line forum and regular ‘Walk and Talk’ events in small, socially
distanced groups where we will discuss relevant issues as we walk and
clear the paths; (2) respond to the North Somerset Council Public Rights
of Way Improvement Plan; (3) draft a Long Ashton Parish Council Rights
of Way Improvement Plan in consultation with the local community.
Please note that not all responses have been given here. You can access the full report of the
survey on the Parish Council website.

