LONG ASHTON
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
REMEMBRANCE WEEK CONCERT

LONG ASHTON &
LEIGH WOODS
NEWSLETTER

FRIDAY
7th NOVEMBER 2008 7.30 pm
at
All Saints Church, Long Ashton

Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice Choir
Repeat Guest appearance
The Downs School Vocal Ensemble

Tickets £7
available from The Legion Village Club,
All Saints Church Office and
Clifford Moss on 01275 392714

AUTUMN 2008 &
WINTER 2009

NOVEMBER and DECEMBER 2008 &
JANUARY and FEBRUARY 2009
Please note that this Newsletter, whilst preserving strictly a non-political nature, provides
a forum for the views of the people of Leigh Woods and Long Ashton.
The members of the Parish Council do not necessarily share those views.
Un-attributed articles however are meant in general to be for the information and
entertainment of the public and are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication.

Programme of Council and Committee Meetings 2009
Long Ashton Parish Council and its Committee meet regularly to discuss issues affecting
the people of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. For your convenience, the dates of
forthcoming meetings are set out below.
All meetings take place in the Pavilion, Keedwell Hill, starting at 7.30 pm unless
otherwise notified.Copies of Agendas and Minutes can be found in the Library.
Parish
Council
2009

Editorial Group for this issue - Marilyn Addis MBE, Jean Pullin and Mary Uppington

By submitting articles for publication
you are also giving approval that they will also be used
on the parish council website.
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Future copy should be clearly labelled ‘NEWSLETTER’ and sent to
Aug

10

45 Long Ashton Road, Bristol BS41 9HW.
The CLOSING DATE for copy for the next edition covering the 4 months
March - June 2009 is

midday 1st February 2009
c Editorial Group
Cover photo - The newly installed Vehicle Activated Speed Sign.
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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER OCTOBER 2008

LONG ASHTON GROUP
Winter Programme 2008/9
2008
Thursday 20th November Royal British Legion at 7.30 pm
Mr. A. Buckthorpe - “Wildlife of Dartmoor”
Saturday 22nd November Keedwell Church 10.00 - 11.30 am

Christmas Bazaar
Coffee and Mince Pies - Homemade Christmas Puddings
Cake and Book Stalls - Preserves -Tombola
Helen’s Christmas Cards - Pictures - Bookmarks - Keyrings

Thursday 18th December Royal British Legion 7.30 pm
Miss Helen Williams - Icelandic Wildlife
2009
Thursday 15th January Royal British Legion 7.30 pm
Mr. Les Davies, Mendip Warden - “Mendip Hills through the Time Tunnel”
Thursday 19th February Royal British Legion 7.30 pm
Mr. Andrew Town - “Four Seasons”
Mrs. J. Williams Tel: 392690

The ‘consultation process’ on the Regional Spatial Strategy is now in its final stage
before its adoption by the government later this year. The government policy will
thereafter be established regarding the “Bristol Urban Extension” and the release of
our valuable green belt land.
We continue to communicate and meet with the Policy and Planning department of
North Somerset Council and we support their objections to the current proposals,
which call for the reduction of the housing numbers from 9,000 to 7,500, stresses the
importance of infrastructure and the need for brownfield regeneration to be phased
before Greenfield development.
Following the adoption of the RSS the next stage will be the development of North
Somerset’s core strategy. This will add detail to the process and specify precise areas
for development and new green belt boundary. We shall continue to have input into the
debate and seek to influence the outcome. It is a busy time.
Bristol University has indicated to us their intention of disposing of the triangle of land
to the south of the village between Wild Country Lane and Yanley Lane for development.
Given the Government’s current policy we are unlikely to be able to prevent
development here any more than King Canute could stop the tide coming in, however
my personal feeling is that this country will rue the day when prime farming land was
put under concrete.
The current economic situation will certainly delay the commencement of any
development; no one will build without a market, let alone without the ability to fund it,
however land owners and developers will be very keen to make their planning
applications at the first available opportunity. This could be as early as mid 2009.
You will, I am sure, have noticed that we now have a vehicle activated speed sign,
which apart from, hopefully, slowing traffic through the village, provides useful data
regarding volumes and speed of traffic generally. Currently there are four sites where
the sign can and will be deployed, two on the main road, one in Glebe Road and one
in Yanley Lane. It is intended that additional sites will be added in due course.
Continued ...
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All Saints Church
Christmas Services
CHAIRMAN’S LETTER OCTOBER 2008

30th November - 6.00 pm
Advent Service (Keedwell) Reflective Service

Continuted from page 3 .....
The saga of the junction of the A370 and the B3128 continues with the second trial,
which I trust will soon be concluded. In the meantime please make your views known
either by filling in the questionnaire on the Council website, or as many have already
done, by writing to North Somerset direct. We have offered our speed sign to North
Somerset Council in order that they have the means to monitor speed of traffic on the
A370 Long Ashton By-pass. This offer has not yet been taken up! We remain firmly
against the realignment of the junction, but support measures to reduce speed on the
A370 at this point.
Primary School places in Long Ashton remain an issue that keeps us in contact with
North Somerset officers. There is nothing however specific to report at the time of
writing.

14th December - 4.00 pm Christingle
A candlelit service for children and their families, focusing on the
work of the Children’s Society. (Approx. 45-60 minutes).
21st December - 6.00 pm Carol Service
A traditional candlelit service of carols and readings recounting the
story of Christmas. Please bring a torch. (Approx 1 hour).
24th December - 4.00 pm Crib Service
Telling the story of the nativity, as we build the crib together.
An informal service for young children and their families.
(Approx. 20 - 30 minutes).

The closure of the footpath into Paulman Gardens by Wimpey Taylor is unacceptable.
Please report vandalism, criminal activity or anything suspicious on 0845 456 7000
(there was an error in the last Newsletter, a zero was missing).
Charles Cave
Chairman, Long Ashton Parish Council.

11.30 pm Family Communion
First Communion of Christmas.
A candlelit service lasting about an hour. Please bring a torch.
25th December - 10.00 am Family Communion
A celebration for all the family,
0 - 109 years - lasts just under an hour.

All Services will be held at All Saints unless otherwise stated.
4
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FRIDAY VILLAGE CAFE
Every Friday during term time in the
Club Room, Village Hall 10.30 am -12 noon
Come and join the friendly gathering

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Council has been having talks on a variety of issues with
North Somerset Council. There is Central Government funding and
sixteen raised kerbs will be installed throughout the village. The work
is likely to start in the first week in December and is expected to take three weeks.
This is a major scheme bid for the A370 corridor which will provide some new bus
shelters and some old ones will be replaced. All the stone bus shelters will remain.
QUALITY
PARISH
COUNCIL

Coffee and biscuits 50p only. All proceeds to LACA.

The Village Club Long Ashton
We are pleased to advise that the Licence has been extended and the lease
renewed. These were essential for the continuing existence of the Club and it
is important that we remain solvent during these uncertain times.
At the Special General Meeting, in May, a survey of Members gathered a range
of ideas, which have been published. The Club’s Management Committee is
implementing many of your ideas, but we recognise that more is to be done to
meet the changing demands of Members and to attract new Members.
The Club’s aim is to provide Members and guests with an enjoyable friendly
family atmosphere and drinks at competitive prices. The Club, with its unique
facilities, provides the village community with a venue for socialising,
entertainment, activities and a function room for special events.

The speed detection sign on Long Ashton Road was installed in mid-August. This was
arranged and paid for by the Parish Council. It is showing about 2,700 vehicles a day
travel in the Bristol direction and most of these are speeding.
Parish Council meetings are open to the public, and press, to attend with the annual list
of dates, and minutes, in the local library and, once approved, they are put on the
website. www.longashtonparishcouncil.com They can be made available in large print
or taped for poorly sighted, registered blind.

Mrs. M. Addis MBE, Clerk to Long Ashton Parish Council,
45 Long Ashton Road, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9HW. 01275 393551
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com

To achieve these changes and growth we are totally dependant upon your
involvement and support to make this happen. To help us develop the Club,
which meets your needs, please tell us your ideas by either contacting a
Committee Member or by writing to the Committee. Please introduce friends
and family.

CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER

We hope that you will continue to support your Village Club through
subscriptions (due 1st October); AGM 24th November; visiting the Club; and
by making full use of the benefits it provides. Only by your active involvement
can we ensure that we continue to provide the Club you require.
It is up to you.

Monday 10th November
Come and join us at 8.00pm in Keedwell Church
Everyone welcome

Village Prayer Meeting

Long Ashton Royal British Legion Club Ltd.
28
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LEIGH WOODS CORNER
Those of us with good memory retention - or who keep old copies
of the “Newsletter” on their coffee tables - will be relieved to see
that this Corner has been taken back from the “grumpy old man” of
the summer and rightfully returned to the Leigh Woods Society. So
that’s all right then.
But what exactly is the Leigh Woods Society and what does it actually do? It is the
resident’s society for the village of Leigh Woods which has some two hundred and
fifty households, maybe a few more. Unlike Long Ashton it does not boast any
community facilities apart from the Parish Church of Abbots Leigh. Any schools, shops
or entertainment facilities that we use require us to travel, more often or not over the
Clifton Suspension Bridge. That said, some of us are lucky enough to be registered
with the Long Ashton Surgery.
The Society has no formal powers nor is it a link in the chain of local government - as
are the Long Ashton Parish Council and North Somerset Council. So any influence
that it may bring to bear is down to hard work, persuasion, lobbying and reasoning
argument. Currently some forty percent of the adult population are paid up members,
which at £5 per household annually - or £3 for those living alone- looks like extremely
good value. This percentage is the highest achieved in the life of the Society, which
now extends over ten years or more.
The Society has been heavily involved this year in tracking the development plans for
the Bracken Hill site with both Kingerlee Homes and North Somerset Council, collating
the views of residents and trying to influence both the builder and council as plans are
fleshed out. There is little doubt that the Society is listened to by both these bodies and
taken seriously -even though there is no legal obligation to do so. Not everyone is
happy, nor do we have a majority of the residents on our books - but many political
parties would be delighted to have 40% paid up membership of the indigenous
population.

LONG ASHTON BEST KEPT ROAD & CUL
-DE
-SAC
CUL-DE
-DE-SAC
Cul-de-sac
1st Kingcott Mill Caravan Park • 2nd Parsonage Road
Road
1st Lampton Road • 2nd Chestnut Road
It is a difficult competition to judge for a number of
reasons. Firstly, having to cover all of the village, you can
only look briefly at each street. This means essentially
being driven along all the streets and if there are high
walls or fences you have no opportunity to see the
gardens. Secondly, you are looking for consistently high
standards within a street and it seems that inevitably there
are always one or two which spoil it for the others.
Generally we were very impressed by the standards of cleanliness
throughout the whole village. There was virtually no evidence of litter or
graffiti and the whole village seemed clean and tidy. In some areas there
was grass which needed cutting but, with the wet wether we have had in
recent days, this is not at all surprising. There are a good number of very
well-kept gardens, well stocked with permanent planting and seasonal
bedding. Inevitably, in a competition of this type, there are some gardens
which are less well maintained and which tend to bring the average
standard down for the street as a whole. Hopefully the good gardens
will inspire others to raise their game.
Martyn and Valerie Davis.

What else? We monitor the overall appearance of Leigh Woods, which is designated
a conservation area, and study planning applications to the Parish and District Councils.
We are not part of the formal planning process, but guided by the Village Design
6
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Lon
g Ashton Sequence
Long
Dance Club

Statement (crafted by the Society in 2000) which has been accepted by the planners
as supplementary planning guidance, we can sometimes influence positively the final
decision. Granted not always, but then who can?

Meet at 7.45 pm until 10.15 pm on
Thursdays
(September - May)
with a monthly Saturday Dance
at The Village Hall, Keedwell Hill

Recent activity by North Somerset to prune back vegetation, empty gullies for the first
time in years, re-surface minor roads and repair damage to the highway have all been
carried out as a result of conversations initiated by the Society.

Instruction by professional teachers in new dances
and every help given to newcomers
For an enjoyable non-stressed evening come and join us initial visit to try would be admission free

The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, which now has co-ordinators along every road
in the village, has been revamped and re-launched due in no small measure to the
tireless efforts of two committee members.
On a lighter note, we organise a summer garden party and a winter party as well as
hold two talks each year on subjects of local interest.

Contact Ann Kerslake on 0117 985 1500 for further details

Good working relationships have been cemented and are nurtured with the Clifton
Suspension Bridge management, Ashton Court Estate, the police beat manager, Marilyn
Addis - the hard working and supportive parish clerk - and last but not least
Carl Francis Pester, the ward councillor for North Somerset.

Calor Village of the Year
Competition 2008

The Society’s management committee usually runs to around a dozen volunteers (all
honorary posts!) and meets four times a year. It would seriously welcome an infusion
of new people to help drive through success in all the above areas of involvement. It is
not a “closed door” group of old pals.

Judge’s Comments for Long Ashton
“With its close proximity to Bristol this is obviously a favoured place
in which to live. There is a wealth of activity going on and the
amount of new building is considerable. Given its length with a busy
Weston road running from west to east there was a commendable
lack of litter.

If you feel the urge, do please let me know.
Mike Burmester
Secretary, Leigh Woods Society
Tel: 0117 923 9144

There were a few areas which could be improved. Weeds were
noticeable in front of the shops/post office. Bus shelters could do
with a lick of paint. Attractive features were the war memorial to
Polish Airmen and The Almhouses.”
26
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LONG ASHTON SCHOOL

Help Yourself with the Alexander Technique

CELEBRATES INSPECTION SUCCESS

One of Long Ashton’s hidden gems is BATTSA :
Bristol Alexander Technique Training School Association.

Pupils and staff at Northleaze Church of England Primary School in Long Ashton
have been celebrating the publication of two inspection reports recently. The
education watchdog Ofsted and the Inspection of Anglican Schools both
described the school as ‘outstanding’.
Ofsted Inspector Stephen Lake visited the school recently and said that “This is an
outstanding school. The excellent leadership of the Headteacher, and outstanding care,
guidance and support provided for pupils, are key factors in the success of this school.”
He went on to say that the school had settled in well to its new building in Brook
Close, Long Ashton, and that the school’s ethos of support for each other was
particularly valued by parents, especially during times of difficulty or emotional need.
The school has recently achieved a Leading Aspect Award in this area and this was
also recognized by the Inspector.
He also identified the pupils’ behaviour as excellent, and that the outstanding guidance
that pupils get from their teachers makes sure that they know how to stay healthy and
keep fit. The children take full advantage of the many sporting activities available and
the healthy snacks and school meals provided. Commenting on the curriculum at
Northleaze, he said that the excellent provision contributes very well to pupils’ personal
development and well-being and that children achieve outstandingly well, making
excellent progress throughout the school. Latin lessons were identified as an innovative
feature of the school’s curriculum, as well as French and the wide range of extra
activities, visits and visitors which ensures that pupils really enjoy school and are keen
to be there.
In his letter to the children at the school, Mr Lake said that he was particularly impressed
with the way that everyone works as a team to try to make the school even better than
it is. He said that there was very little that the school needs to do better but he had
asked the staff to look at just one thing that he thought would help: to raise standards
in information and communication technology to match those in other subjects. This
had already been identified as an area for development and the school will shortly be
trialing using laptops for the oldest pupils in the school to record their work in class.
8

From Monday to Thursday mornings, the school is held at Long Ashton
Guide Headquarters, and reduced-price lessons are available there with
third-year teacher trainees.
The Alexander Technique can help you
“make the most of what you’ve got”
(according to Elisabeth,
still teaching the Alexander Technique at age 93!).
And, after new research published in August, is proven to help with lower
back pain.
To find out more ring Caroline 01761 439904
www.STAT.org.uk www.BATTSA.co.uk

FOOTPATH WALKS
SUNDAYS

November 2nd
December 7th
January 4th
February 1st
Meet at ‘The Little Tipple’
at 2.30 pm
Everyone welcome, come and join us.
Harry Williams 392690
25

hobby horse
a parent and toddler group with a difference!
An opportunity to socialise and discuss a variety of topics or learn
a new skill over a cup of coffee.
Everyone is welcome with or without children. Creche provided.

Thursdays during term time - 10.30 am to 12 noon

Another inspection, by the Anglican Church, recognized that the school is outstanding
as a Church School because of the strong vision and active commitment of the
Headteacher, vicar, governors and staff. The report noted that the schools’ strong,
inclusive values pay equal attention to every child’s well being and to maintaining high
standards of learning and achievement.
Headteacher John Jolliffe, said, “We are delighted that the inspection outcomes recognise
the positive learning environment that we seek to create at Northleaze. We have an
excellent team here, who work with parents, Governors and other organisations to
help our children to enjoy their learning and make the most of their time at the school.”

Hebron Church, Providence Lane,
For details of programme contact Liz Worthington Tel: 393820

Village Café
(Churches Working Together)
Third Saturday in every month (except December)
Oct 18th / Nov 15th / Jan 17th / Feb 21st
Club Room, Village Hall
10.00 am- 12 noon
Home made cakes, Fair Trade Coffee and Tea
Members of the School Council and Headteacher John Jolliffe,

Come and meet friends or make new ones!
All welcome.
24

celebrate their success in the new pirate ship in the playground.
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90 Years of Scouting in Long Ashton
On 13th September 2008, the sun made a rare appearance to
join the Long Ashton Scouts in celebrating ninety years of
scouting in the village. Around 40 veterans of Scouting in Long
Ashton joined the current group members for a cross
generational celebration. In total there were around 200
participants on the day joining in a traditional village
fun day celebration. We were privileged to have the
event opened by our President David Watkins who,
upon retiring some years ago, was awarded the Silver
Wolf which is the highest service award in Scouting.
Scouts, young and old, joined in with traditional
games like Welly Throwing, Tin Can Alley, Splat the
Rat and a Human Fruit Machine. A celebration cake added to
the enjoyment and all who came received a commemorative
badge, designed with the help of our current Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts, to sew onto their uniform or to add to their collection
of long ago earned badges.
We were pleased to have Councillor Howard Roberts with us,
and have our District Commissioner, Phil Woolcock, drop by to
help make the celebrations even more special by presenting
warrants to five of the leaders. What a way to get to know the
new leaders and have them invested into the scouting family
and to welcome them to the group.
On the day the group accepted a very welcome £500 donation
from the OFest. This will go towards purchasing camping
supplies to include a Marquee and other things. Scouting is an
integral part of our village life and we all benefit from the
group in many ways during the year not forgetting the Christmas
Post.
Scouting was founded in 1907 by Robert Baden Powell and was
started in Long Ashton in 1918 by the Rev. Thatcher. The scouts
10

LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL
There is an opening for a Minute Secretary

Do you want to earn £100+ per month?
Hourly rate £9
Meetings are held on Monday evenings
(occasionally on a Wednesday)
and there is an average of 3 meetings a month.
Employment is on a one year rolling contract basis.
You should be computer literate and have access to a computer.
Closing date 7th November 2008
Application letter with CV and note of 2 referees
to the Clerk who is
Mrs. M. Addis MBE, 45 Long Ashton Road, Long Ashton,
Bristol BS41 9HW
Tel: 01275 393551 for further information
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Free Passports Scheme
reaches half a million
More than 500,00 people from Britain’s wartime
generation have benefited from the
Government’s free passport initiative.
The scheme, which was launched in October
2004, allows all those who were born on or
before 2 September 1929 to claim a free passport, which usually costs
£72.
To mark the milestone, the 500,000th recipient, 89 year old James Woolley,
was invited to meet Home Office Minister Lord West (pictured above).
Mr. Woolley said: “I am pleased the Government has thought to recognise
the hard work and sacrifices my generation made during the war in this
way, and would encourage as many people as possible to take advantage
of it.”
Despite the high number of people who have benefited from the scheme,
it’s estimated that 2 million people living in the U.K. are eligible.
For more information about how to apply for a passport, contact the Identity
and Passport Service on 0870 521 0410 or visit www.ips.gov.uk

BRISTOL SAILORS MEETING

met in the Congregational Church Hall and were originally
registered as the 125th Bristol troop. When the group was
started there was just one leader and 10 boys: today, 90 years
on, we have become a mixed group with 60 children and 10
leaders. Boards showing the history of scouting in the village
were displayed on the day and will be incorporated into a
Memorabilia Album which will help us celebrate our 100 years
anniversary in 10 years time.
We are thrilled to be a community based volunteer organisation
providing a service not only to the boys and girls in the group,
but to the community at large. Can we just take this time to
say a very big Thank You to all who helped to make the day
such a success and all those who support Scouting in Long
Ashton. Should you wish to get involved we would love to hear
from you. Contact the Chairman Mark Packham 394967.

LONG ASHTON SCOUTS
CHRISTMAS POST
Collection boxes for Christmas post to addresses in Long Ashton village only
will be placed in the following outlets:

Birdwell School • Early Birds Nursery • Northleaze School
British Legion • Little Tipple • Cox’s Shop • The Chemist Shop
Gatcombe Farm Shop • Angel Inn • Library

Long Ashton Royal British Legion

20p per card

7.30 for 8.00 pm - Do join us
Meetings are normally held on the fourth Thursday of the month except December.
Details of a December social get together will be confirmed.
Dave Addis 393551
22

Please put money in the box with the card
Commencing 8th December
See boxes for last collecting date
11

WESTLEAZE W.I.
Meetings are held in the Church House at 7.30 pm
on the 1st Wednesday in the month

November 5th

December 3rd

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and
‘THE GUNPOWDER PLOT’ - Ann Bowring
Competition: Poem about Guy Fawkes.

Long Ashton Local History Society
The Long Ashton Local History Society began its new Winter programme in October
and from now until April our speakers will cover a range of subjects which we believe
will be of interest to all our members.
Details of the next four months subjects are as follows:
November 6th

“Missing, presumed emigrated”

December 4th

“Lost ports of the River Severn and Bristol Channel”
Roy Gallop

January 8th

“Nan’s Attic”

Eunice Elsbury

February 5th

“Ration Books to Rock ‘n’ Roll”

Tim Merrett Smith

PANTOMIME / MELODRAMA

LAILA
(Long Ashton Independent Ladies Association)
Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Shirley Hodgson

As usual we meet in the Pavilion at the Village Hall complex on the first Thursday of
each month commencing at 7.30 pm. There is a social element too in that we have a
break for coffee half way through the evening.
Why not come along one evening to listen to one of our talks? You will be very welcome.

November 19th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

December 10th

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Patient Participation Group
- Wanted New Members
The Patient Participation Group at Long Ashton Surgery would welcome
volunteers interested in health issues to join existing members.
Meetings are held about 4 or 5 times a year usually on Tuesday
evenings at 7.15 pm at the surgery in Rayens Cross Road.

Roy Pullin (393617)

Village Hall
Grand Re-opening

Saturday 22nd November from 3.30 pm
Tree planting 3.30 pm
followed by viewing of fully refurbished
premises until 4.30 pm

For further information contact the Practice Manager, Eileen
Butterworth Tel 395934 or Chairman, John Reynolds Tel 392292.

All welcome

12
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WALKS LEAFLETS
The leaflets giving details of walks in and around the village
are no longer held in the library but have been transferred to
the St. Peter’s Hospice Shop in Lovelinch Gardens.
Proceeds from the sale will go to St. Peter’s Hospice.

GORDANO TEXTILE ARTISTS
We are holding our exhibition this year on
Saturday November 15th from 10am - 5pm
& on Sunday November 16th from 10am - 4pm
at Abbots Leigh Village Hall
There will be a variety of exhibits as we now have 15 artists using differing
techniques and materials.

The Long Ashton Pantomime 2009

In addition there will be handmade cards, books, bags and scarves that
you will be able to buy.
And last, but not least, homemade cakes and Fair Trade drinks. Do come
and see our work - entry is free.
Deryll Hibbitt 01275 392587

Friday 27th February
at 7.30 pm
Saturday 28th February
at 2.30 pm and 7.30 pm

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD
at The Village Hall
Adults £6.00 • Ages 2-16 £3.00
Under 2 free
For tickets please contact
Val Bond 392148
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Long Ashton
Royal British Legion
November 2nd • December 7th • February 1st • March 1st
8.00 for 8.30 pm
You don’t have to be a Member to join us.

£8.00 per team of four includes nibbles.
Entry forms which can be collected from the legion are to be
returned by the Tuesday prior to the Quiz to:
Dave Addis, 45 Long Ashton Road. Tel: 393551
13

FOOTPATH USERS GROUP
Those of you who walk in the fields from Wild Country Lane will notice
that the kissing gate has been replaced by a stile.

PLANNING
Plans for properties to be erected on the final section of the
Research Station site are again in the news!
In spite of previous plans being refused by two different
Inspectors a similiar reserved matters application was put
forward for this land, immediately behind Lampton Road and Fenshurst Gardens.
These plans, which were considered by the Parish Council in July, showed the applicant
has still included a number of dwellings which are not single storey.

This is because three gates have been stolen from here consequently
cattle were allowed to wander in the road.
Adrian Leonard, North Somerset Public Rights of Way Officer and the
farmer agreed that a stile was the only option.
In total, we have had six gates stolen. These cost £180 each to replace.
Remember these costs are reflected in your Council Tax - so if you see
anything suspicious - please report to the Police immediately.
Councillor N. Moorcroft. Tel: 394699

Once again, the Parish Council has objected most strongly to these proposals. They
emphasised that because the properties will be on land which is at a significantly higher
level they should all be single storey to avoid an overbearing and overshadowing impact
on the living conditions of residents in bungalows in Fenshurst Gardens.

In Case of Emergency (ICE)

North Somerset Councillors considered the application at their Central Area Planning
Committee in September and have arranged a site meeting, in early October, before
they make a decision.

Following the bombs in London the East Anglian Ambulance Service
has launched a NATIONAL “In Case of Emergency” campaign with
the support of Falklands hero Simon Weston.

Discussions and meetings continue to take place about the immense changes which
are being proposed for the area to the South West of Bristol. The Secretary of State
for Communities and Local Government published proposed changes to the Draft
Spatial Strategy in July but these do not appear to show any improvement on the
previous proposals. However, the Parish Council will be responding by the 24th
October.

The idea is that you store the word “ICE” on your mobile phone address
book and against it enter the number of the person you want to be
contacted in case of emergency.

Mary Uppington - Chairman, Planning Committee.

In an emergency situation, ambulance and hospital staff will then
quickly know who your next of kin are and be able to contact them.
It’s so simple that everyone can do it!
For more than one contact name use ICE1; ICE2; ICE3 etc.

14
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Long Ashton Parish Council Year Ended 31st March 2008
Summary Income and Expenditure Account 2007/08
£
120,000
17,305
3,205
275
1,418
50

INCOME
Precept
Interest Receivable
Burial Ground Fees
Rents
Highways & Footpaths
Grants and Donations
Capital Receipts
Loans Received
VAT Reimbursements
Total Income

4,179
146,432

EXPENDITURE
Administration
Agency Services
S 137 payments
Grants and subscriptions
Running Costs
Burial Ground/Churchyard &
Birdwell Recreation Ground
Newsletter
Highways & Footpaths
Loan Repayments
Provision for doubtful debts VAT on payments
S 106 payments
Total Expenditure

4,179
120,802
228,998

Cumulative Fund Balance (incl reserves)
Balance as at 1st April 2007
Total Income for Year
Total Expenditure for Year
Balance as at 31st March 2008

491,137
146,432
228,998
408,571

48,001
183
30,660

8,012
2,393
3,768
11,000
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Transition Long Ashton - Towards a sustainable future .....
Transition is about local people supporting each other to find local solutions
Climate Change: we know that the world is getting warmer as a result of human activity.
Scientists urge an 80% cut in emissions - a big challenge!
Peak Oil: global oil production has reached a plateau, and though there’s plenty left, it will
become a scarce resource as demand continues to rise. 98% of transport uses oil, so big
changes may be in store!
Top down and bottom up: global agreements and local action are needed to tackle these
issues. Transition is about communities working to plan and implement a transition away
from dependence on fossil fuels and towards a post-carbon economy.
Result: a stronger, more resilient community in which people work together and share more,
leading to a better quality of life.
Transition Long Ashton only began in June: interest is snowballing and there’s plenty of
space for more people and new ideas. We want to work with existing local groups. We have
set up a “tool bank” sharing scheme, and a LETS trading scheme is in the pipeline. There are
subgroups looking at different issues, such as energy, transport and education. We are
working towards becoming an “official” Transition initiative, joining the 100 others worldwide
in this mushrooming movement. Wrington, Bristol and Winscombe are already involved.
We want to support local food and businesses: buying local and growing our own is key. We
will look for space for allotments, and want to set up schemes to help people without space
and/or skills to grow vegetables. In November we are working with LACA, to plant productive
trees on the mound by the village hall, which will produce fruit, nuts and timber in years to
come.

Events coming up:
‘The Power of Community’ - Film and discussion
The story of how Cuba became largely self sufficient in its food production after losing its
oil supply when the Soviet Union collapsed.
Wednesday 12th November Jubilee Pavilion 7.15 pm
Local Food Production, with Mike Amos of Lower Failand Organic Farm.
Tuesday 25th November - Jubilee Pavilion 7.30 pm
Seasonal Social Gathering - All welcome!
Monday 8th December - British Legion 7.30 pm
For more information phone Charlotte 01275 541545
Visit our website: http://transitionlongashton.ning.com
To find out more about the Transition concept visit: http://transitiontowns.org
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News from the Neighbourhood Beat Officers
This July has been great in terms of crime figures for Long Ashton and Abbots
Leigh when compared to previous years. The reason for this is the absence of the
Orange Music Festival at Ashton Court. This does mean that for the first time we
can see exactly how much crime takes place on the beat during July without the
festival masking them! Already it has shown us the trend detailed below!
Leigh Woods and Long Ashton have been hit for burglaries over the Summer
period and into September. Dwellings have been attacked by means of either
climbing through open windows or open doors, or forcing entry. The forced entry
burglaries have mostly occured overnight.These types of burglary are usual
throughout the year and you should consider having an alarm fitted to your property
to combat this problem.
The other type of burglary has been happening mostly during the day in hot
weather. (Yeah, I know we haven’t had many of those!). Please remember that if
you leave open any downstairs windows, please don’t leave the rooms empty of
people! We have a local burglar who is taking advantage of open windows and
back doors and is VERY quick at what he does! Please remember to close any
open windows at the front of the house if you are going into your back garden!
Leigh Woods and Abbots Leigh have been suffering from overnight burglaries
during August and September with St. Mary’s Church being hit for the third time
this summer and many dwellings also being burgled. Please ring 999 if you see or
hear anything suspicious.
Thanks to grants from CS-DAT and Long Ashton Parish Council we have now
purchased a mobile skate board park. It will be used across the Nailsea police
sector with Long Ashton getting the vast majority of
the use!
The Launch date was on Sunday 5th October at the
Village Hall Car Park in Long Ashton.
Once again there has been a change (or two) on
the Long Ashton Beat. PC Matt Christie left us at
the end of July to work in Portished. Matt said he
thought Long Ashton was too quiet after working
in Weston Town Centre and missed street fights
and pub brawls! He will be replaced after Christmas.
Laura Richards has also left us to work in Nailsea. She will be replaced in due
course by a full time PCSO. More details to follow!
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With the loss of two members of staff from the beat team we have had to review
the beat surgeries we currently hold in the village. I have taken the decision to
hold 3 surgeries a month.These will be as follows:
•
•
•

1st Tuesday of every month at the Guide HQ. Weston Road, Long Ashton
between 2 pm and 4 pm
2nd Wednesday of every month at St. Mary’s Church, Vicarage Road,
Leigh Woods between 2 pm and 4 pm
4th Thursday of every month at Long Ashton Library between 4 pm and
5 pm

This decision has been made to make better use of our time! Since the increase
in the number of surgeries we have had only one visitor to the Guide HQ, one to
St. Mary’s Church and none to the Library.This clearly shows there isn’t a demand
for this number of surgeries. In addition, we have found it very difficult to staff
these surgeries, especially since the departure of Matt Christie.
I have, however, increased the length of two of the surgeries and I will review the
situation when we have replaced our lost staff. Please check the beat pages on
the force website to find the actutal dates for the next few surgeries.
The North Somerset Neighbourhood Watch newsletter (the yellow one) seems to
be no more. I have spoken to Richard Stamp and he informs me that the funding
for the newsletter has dried up and that for the time being there will be no more.
If this changes in the future then the newsletter will re-start but in the meantime
the only NHW newsletter will be from me! This means it has become much more
important for me to get these newsletters out by email.
I have no budget for these newsletters and as such to increase the print run
would be impossible. I now need email addresses from all contact people who
have them in order to make sure you get these letters and also to allow you to be
able to forward them on to people living in your schemes. Please email me on the
address below!
You can contact the police by
Telephone 0845 456 7000 to report a crime In an emergency ring 999
Your Neighbour Beat Team members are
PC 3590 Trevor Byford trevor.byford@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO 7510 Laura Wheeler laura.wheeler@avonandsomerset.police.uk
You can also write to Nailsea Police Station, Stockway South, Nailsea, North
Somerset BS48 2LE
For up to date crime figures visit the beat pages on the website
Long Ashton www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/LocalPages/BeatDetails.aspx?BeatID=136
Abbots Leigh www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/LocalPages/BeatDetails.aspx?BeatID=1
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Long Ashton Parish Council Year Ended 31st March 2008
Summary Income and Expenditure Account 2007/08
£
120,000
17,305
3,205
275
1,418
50

INCOME
Precept
Interest Receivable
Burial Ground Fees
Rents
Highways & Footpaths
Grants and Donations
Capital Receipts
Loans Received
VAT Reimbursements
Total Income

4,179
146,432

EXPENDITURE
Administration
Agency Services
S 137 payments
Grants and subscriptions
Running Costs
Burial Ground/Churchyard &
Birdwell Recreation Ground
Newsletter
Highways & Footpaths
Loan Repayments
Provision for doubtful debts VAT on payments
S 106 payments
Total Expenditure

4,179
120,802
228,998

Cumulative Fund Balance (incl reserves)
Balance as at 1st April 2007
Total Income for Year
Total Expenditure for Year
Balance as at 31st March 2008

491,137
146,432
228,998
408,571

48,001
183
30,660

8,012
2,393
3,768
11,000

18

Transition Long Ashton - Towards a sustainable future .....
Transition is about local people supporting each other to find local solutions
Climate Change: we know that the world is getting warmer as a result of human activity.
Scientists urge an 80% cut in emissions - a big challenge!
Peak Oil: global oil production has reached a plateau, and though there’s plenty left, it will
become a scarce resource as demand continues to rise. 98% of transport uses oil, so big
changes may be in store!
Top down and bottom up: global agreements and local action are needed to tackle these
issues. Transition is about communities working to plan and implement a transition away
from dependence on fossil fuels and towards a post-carbon economy.
Result: a stronger, more resilient community in which people work together and share more,
leading to a better quality of life.
Transition Long Ashton only began in June: interest is snowballing and there’s plenty of
space for more people and new ideas. We want to work with existing local groups. We have
set up a “tool bank” sharing scheme, and a LETS trading scheme is in the pipeline. There are
subgroups looking at different issues, such as energy, transport and education. We are
working towards becoming an “official” Transition initiative, joining the 100 others worldwide
in this mushrooming movement. Wrington, Bristol and Winscombe are already involved.
We want to support local food and businesses: buying local and growing our own is key. We
will look for space for allotments, and want to set up schemes to help people without space
and/or skills to grow vegetables. In November we are working with LACA, to plant productive
trees on the mound by the village hall, which will produce fruit, nuts and timber in years to
come.

Events coming up:
‘The Power of Community’ - Film and discussion
The story of how Cuba became largely self sufficient in its food production after losing its
oil supply when the Soviet Union collapsed.
Wednesday 12th November Jubilee Pavilion 7.15 pm
Local Food Production, with Mike Amos of Lower Failand Organic Farm.
Tuesday 25th November - Jubilee Pavilion 7.30 pm
Seasonal Social Gathering - All welcome!
Monday 8th December - British Legion 7.30 pm
For more information phone Charlotte 01275 541545
Visit our website: http://transitionlongashton.ning.com
To find out more about the Transition concept visit: http://transitiontowns.org
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FOOTPATH USERS GROUP
Those of you who walk in the fields from Wild Country Lane will notice
that the kissing gate has been replaced by a stile.

PLANNING
Plans for properties to be erected on the final section of the
Research Station site are again in the news!
In spite of previous plans being refused by two different
Inspectors a similiar reserved matters application was put
forward for this land, immediately behind Lampton Road and Fenshurst Gardens.
These plans, which were considered by the Parish Council in July, showed the applicant
has still included a number of dwellings which are not single storey.

This is because three gates have been stolen from here consequently
cattle were allowed to wander in the road.
Adrian Leonard, North Somerset Public Rights of Way Officer and the
farmer agreed that a stile was the only option.
In total, we have had six gates stolen. These cost £180 each to replace.
Remember these costs are reflected in your Council Tax - so if you see
anything suspicious - please report to the Police immediately.
Councillor N. Moorcroft. Tel: 394699

Once again, the Parish Council has objected most strongly to these proposals. They
emphasised that because the properties will be on land which is at a significantly higher
level they should all be single storey to avoid an overbearing and overshadowing impact
on the living conditions of residents in bungalows in Fenshurst Gardens.

In Case of Emergency (ICE)

North Somerset Councillors considered the application at their Central Area Planning
Committee in September and have arranged a site meeting, in early October, before
they make a decision.

Following the bombs in London the East Anglian Ambulance Service
has launched a NATIONAL “In Case of Emergency” campaign with
the support of Falklands hero Simon Weston.

Discussions and meetings continue to take place about the immense changes which
are being proposed for the area to the South West of Bristol. The Secretary of State
for Communities and Local Government published proposed changes to the Draft
Spatial Strategy in July but these do not appear to show any improvement on the
previous proposals. However, the Parish Council will be responding by the 24th
October.

The idea is that you store the word “ICE” on your mobile phone address
book and against it enter the number of the person you want to be
contacted in case of emergency.

Mary Uppington - Chairman, Planning Committee.

In an emergency situation, ambulance and hospital staff will then
quickly know who your next of kin are and be able to contact them.
It’s so simple that everyone can do it!
For more than one contact name use ICE1; ICE2; ICE3 etc.
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WALKS LEAFLETS
The leaflets giving details of walks in and around the village
are no longer held in the library but have been transferred to
the St. Peter’s Hospice Shop in Lovelinch Gardens.
Proceeds from the sale will go to St. Peter’s Hospice.

GORDANO TEXTILE ARTISTS
We are holding our exhibition this year on
Saturday November 15th from 10am - 5pm
& on Sunday November 16th from 10am - 4pm
at Abbots Leigh Village Hall
There will be a variety of exhibits as we now have 15 artists using differing
techniques and materials.

The Long Ashton Pantomime 2009

In addition there will be handmade cards, books, bags and scarves that
you will be able to buy.
And last, but not least, homemade cakes and Fair Trade drinks. Do come
and see our work - entry is free.
Deryll Hibbitt 01275 392587

Friday 27th February
at 7.30 pm
Saturday 28th February
at 2.30 pm and 7.30 pm

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD
at The Village Hall
Adults £6.00 • Ages 2-16 £3.00
Under 2 free
For tickets please contact
Val Bond 392148
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Long Ashton
Royal British Legion
November 2nd • December 7th • February 1st • March 1st
8.00 for 8.30 pm
You don’t have to be a Member to join us.

£8.00 per team of four includes nibbles.
Entry forms which can be collected from the legion are to be
returned by the Tuesday prior to the Quiz to:
Dave Addis, 45 Long Ashton Road. Tel: 393551
13

WESTLEAZE W.I.
Meetings are held in the Church House at 7.30 pm
on the 1st Wednesday in the month

November 5th

December 3rd

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and
‘THE GUNPOWDER PLOT’ - Ann Bowring
Competition: Poem about Guy Fawkes.

Long Ashton Local History Society
The Long Ashton Local History Society began its new Winter programme in October
and from now until April our speakers will cover a range of subjects which we believe
will be of interest to all our members.
Details of the next four months subjects are as follows:
November 6th

“Missing, presumed emigrated”

December 4th

“Lost ports of the River Severn and Bristol Channel”
Roy Gallop

January 8th

“Nan’s Attic”

Eunice Elsbury

February 5th

“Ration Books to Rock ‘n’ Roll”

Tim Merrett Smith

PANTOMIME / MELODRAMA

LAILA
(Long Ashton Independent Ladies Association)
Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Shirley Hodgson

As usual we meet in the Pavilion at the Village Hall complex on the first Thursday of
each month commencing at 7.30 pm. There is a social element too in that we have a
break for coffee half way through the evening.
Why not come along one evening to listen to one of our talks? You will be very welcome.

November 19th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

December 10th

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Patient Participation Group
- Wanted New Members
The Patient Participation Group at Long Ashton Surgery would welcome
volunteers interested in health issues to join existing members.
Meetings are held about 4 or 5 times a year usually on Tuesday
evenings at 7.15 pm at the surgery in Rayens Cross Road.

Roy Pullin (393617)

Village Hall
Grand Re-opening

Saturday 22nd November from 3.30 pm
Tree planting 3.30 pm
followed by viewing of fully refurbished
premises until 4.30 pm

For further information contact the Practice Manager, Eileen
Butterworth Tel 395934 or Chairman, John Reynolds Tel 392292.

All welcome
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Free Passports Scheme
reaches half a million
More than 500,00 people from Britain’s wartime
generation have benefited from the
Government’s free passport initiative.
The scheme, which was launched in October
2004, allows all those who were born on or
before 2 September 1929 to claim a free passport, which usually costs
£72.
To mark the milestone, the 500,000th recipient, 89 year old James Woolley,
was invited to meet Home Office Minister Lord West (pictured above).
Mr. Woolley said: “I am pleased the Government has thought to recognise
the hard work and sacrifices my generation made during the war in this
way, and would encourage as many people as possible to take advantage
of it.”
Despite the high number of people who have benefited from the scheme,
it’s estimated that 2 million people living in the U.K. are eligible.
For more information about how to apply for a passport, contact the Identity
and Passport Service on 0870 521 0410 or visit www.ips.gov.uk

BRISTOL SAILORS MEETING

met in the Congregational Church Hall and were originally
registered as the 125th Bristol troop. When the group was
started there was just one leader and 10 boys: today, 90 years
on, we have become a mixed group with 60 children and 10
leaders. Boards showing the history of scouting in the village
were displayed on the day and will be incorporated into a
Memorabilia Album which will help us celebrate our 100 years
anniversary in 10 years time.
We are thrilled to be a community based volunteer organisation
providing a service not only to the boys and girls in the group,
but to the community at large. Can we just take this time to
say a very big Thank You to all who helped to make the day
such a success and all those who support Scouting in Long
Ashton. Should you wish to get involved we would love to hear
from you. Contact the Chairman Mark Packham 394967.

LONG ASHTON SCOUTS
CHRISTMAS POST
Collection boxes for Christmas post to addresses in Long Ashton village only
will be placed in the following outlets:

Birdwell School • Early Birds Nursery • Northleaze School
British Legion • Little Tipple • Cox’s Shop • The Chemist Shop
Gatcombe Farm Shop • Angel Inn • Library

Long Ashton Royal British Legion

20p per card

7.30 for 8.00 pm - Do join us
Meetings are normally held on the fourth Thursday of the month except December.
Details of a December social get together will be confirmed.
Dave Addis 393551
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Please put money in the box with the card
Commencing 8th December
See boxes for last collecting date
11

90 Years of Scouting in Long Ashton
On 13th September 2008, the sun made a rare appearance to
join the Long Ashton Scouts in celebrating ninety years of
scouting in the village. Around 40 veterans of Scouting in Long
Ashton joined the current group members for a cross
generational celebration. In total there were around 200
participants on the day joining in a traditional village
fun day celebration. We were privileged to have the
event opened by our President David Watkins who,
upon retiring some years ago, was awarded the Silver
Wolf which is the highest service award in Scouting.
Scouts, young and old, joined in with traditional
games like Welly Throwing, Tin Can Alley, Splat the
Rat and a Human Fruit Machine. A celebration cake added to
the enjoyment and all who came received a commemorative
badge, designed with the help of our current Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts, to sew onto their uniform or to add to their collection
of long ago earned badges.
We were pleased to have Councillor Howard Roberts with us,
and have our District Commissioner, Phil Woolcock, drop by to
help make the celebrations even more special by presenting
warrants to five of the leaders. What a way to get to know the
new leaders and have them invested into the scouting family
and to welcome them to the group.
On the day the group accepted a very welcome £500 donation
from the OFest. This will go towards purchasing camping
supplies to include a Marquee and other things. Scouting is an
integral part of our village life and we all benefit from the
group in many ways during the year not forgetting the Christmas
Post.
Scouting was founded in 1907 by Robert Baden Powell and was
started in Long Ashton in 1918 by the Rev. Thatcher. The scouts
10

LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL
There is an opening for a Minute Secretary

Do you want to earn £100+ per month?
Hourly rate £9
Meetings are held on Monday evenings
(occasionally on a Wednesday)
and there is an average of 3 meetings a month.
Employment is on a one year rolling contract basis.
You should be computer literate and have access to a computer.
Closing date 7th November 2008
Application letter with CV and note of 2 referees
to the Clerk who is
Mrs. M. Addis MBE, 45 Long Ashton Road, Long Ashton,
Bristol BS41 9HW
Tel: 01275 393551 for further information
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hobby horse
a parent and toddler group with a difference!
An opportunity to socialise and discuss a variety of topics or learn
a new skill over a cup of coffee.
Everyone is welcome with or without children. Creche provided.

Thursdays during term time - 10.30 am to 12 noon

Another inspection, by the Anglican Church, recognized that the school is outstanding
as a Church School because of the strong vision and active commitment of the
Headteacher, vicar, governors and staff. The report noted that the schools’ strong,
inclusive values pay equal attention to every child’s well being and to maintaining high
standards of learning and achievement.
Headteacher John Jolliffe, said, “We are delighted that the inspection outcomes recognise
the positive learning environment that we seek to create at Northleaze. We have an
excellent team here, who work with parents, Governors and other organisations to
help our children to enjoy their learning and make the most of their time at the school.”

Hebron Church, Providence Lane,
For details of programme contact Liz Worthington Tel: 393820

Village Café
(Churches Working Together)
Third Saturday in every month (except December)
Oct 18th / Nov 15th / Jan 17th / Feb 21st
Club Room, Village Hall
10.00 am- 12 noon
Home made cakes, Fair Trade Coffee and Tea
Members of the School Council and Headteacher John Jolliffe,

Come and meet friends or make new ones!
All welcome.
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celebrate their success in the new pirate ship in the playground.

9

LONG ASHTON SCHOOL

Help Yourself with the Alexander Technique

CELEBRATES INSPECTION SUCCESS

One of Long Ashton’s hidden gems is BATTSA :
Bristol Alexander Technique Training School Association.

Pupils and staff at Northleaze Church of England Primary School in Long Ashton
have been celebrating the publication of two inspection reports recently. The
education watchdog Ofsted and the Inspection of Anglican Schools both
described the school as ‘outstanding’.
Ofsted Inspector Stephen Lake visited the school recently and said that “This is an
outstanding school. The excellent leadership of the Headteacher, and outstanding care,
guidance and support provided for pupils, are key factors in the success of this school.”
He went on to say that the school had settled in well to its new building in Brook
Close, Long Ashton, and that the school’s ethos of support for each other was
particularly valued by parents, especially during times of difficulty or emotional need.
The school has recently achieved a Leading Aspect Award in this area and this was
also recognized by the Inspector.
He also identified the pupils’ behaviour as excellent, and that the outstanding guidance
that pupils get from their teachers makes sure that they know how to stay healthy and
keep fit. The children take full advantage of the many sporting activities available and
the healthy snacks and school meals provided. Commenting on the curriculum at
Northleaze, he said that the excellent provision contributes very well to pupils’ personal
development and well-being and that children achieve outstandingly well, making
excellent progress throughout the school. Latin lessons were identified as an innovative
feature of the school’s curriculum, as well as French and the wide range of extra
activities, visits and visitors which ensures that pupils really enjoy school and are keen
to be there.
In his letter to the children at the school, Mr Lake said that he was particularly impressed
with the way that everyone works as a team to try to make the school even better than
it is. He said that there was very little that the school needs to do better but he had
asked the staff to look at just one thing that he thought would help: to raise standards
in information and communication technology to match those in other subjects. This
had already been identified as an area for development and the school will shortly be
trialing using laptops for the oldest pupils in the school to record their work in class.
8

From Monday to Thursday mornings, the school is held at Long Ashton
Guide Headquarters, and reduced-price lessons are available there with
third-year teacher trainees.
The Alexander Technique can help you
“make the most of what you’ve got”
(according to Elisabeth,
still teaching the Alexander Technique at age 93!).
And, after new research published in August, is proven to help with lower
back pain.
To find out more ring Caroline 01761 439904
www.STAT.org.uk www.BATTSA.co.uk

FOOTPATH WALKS
SUNDAYS

November 2nd
December 7th
January 4th
February 1st
Meet at ‘The Little Tipple’
at 2.30 pm
Everyone welcome, come and join us.
Harry Williams 392690
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Lon
g Ashton Sequence
Long
Dance Club

Statement (crafted by the Society in 2000) which has been accepted by the planners
as supplementary planning guidance, we can sometimes influence positively the final
decision. Granted not always, but then who can?

Meet at 7.45 pm until 10.15 pm on
Thursdays
(September - May)
with a monthly Saturday Dance
at The Village Hall, Keedwell Hill

Recent activity by North Somerset to prune back vegetation, empty gullies for the first
time in years, re-surface minor roads and repair damage to the highway have all been
carried out as a result of conversations initiated by the Society.

Instruction by professional teachers in new dances
and every help given to newcomers
For an enjoyable non-stressed evening come and join us initial visit to try would be admission free

The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, which now has co-ordinators along every road
in the village, has been revamped and re-launched due in no small measure to the
tireless efforts of two committee members.
On a lighter note, we organise a summer garden party and a winter party as well as
hold two talks each year on subjects of local interest.

Contact Ann Kerslake on 0117 985 1500 for further details

Good working relationships have been cemented and are nurtured with the Clifton
Suspension Bridge management, Ashton Court Estate, the police beat manager, Marilyn
Addis - the hard working and supportive parish clerk - and last but not least
Carl Francis Pester, the ward councillor for North Somerset.

Calor Village of the Year
Competition 2008

The Society’s management committee usually runs to around a dozen volunteers (all
honorary posts!) and meets four times a year. It would seriously welcome an infusion
of new people to help drive through success in all the above areas of involvement. It is
not a “closed door” group of old pals.

Judge’s Comments for Long Ashton
“With its close proximity to Bristol this is obviously a favoured place
in which to live. There is a wealth of activity going on and the
amount of new building is considerable. Given its length with a busy
Weston road running from west to east there was a commendable
lack of litter.

If you feel the urge, do please let me know.
Mike Burmester
Secretary, Leigh Woods Society
Tel: 0117 923 9144

There were a few areas which could be improved. Weeds were
noticeable in front of the shops/post office. Bus shelters could do
with a lick of paint. Attractive features were the war memorial to
Polish Airmen and The Almhouses.”
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LEIGH WOODS CORNER
Those of us with good memory retention - or who keep old copies
of the “Newsletter” on their coffee tables - will be relieved to see
that this Corner has been taken back from the “grumpy old man” of
the summer and rightfully returned to the Leigh Woods Society. So
that’s all right then.
But what exactly is the Leigh Woods Society and what does it actually do? It is the
resident’s society for the village of Leigh Woods which has some two hundred and
fifty households, maybe a few more. Unlike Long Ashton it does not boast any
community facilities apart from the Parish Church of Abbots Leigh. Any schools, shops
or entertainment facilities that we use require us to travel, more often or not over the
Clifton Suspension Bridge. That said, some of us are lucky enough to be registered
with the Long Ashton Surgery.
The Society has no formal powers nor is it a link in the chain of local government - as
are the Long Ashton Parish Council and North Somerset Council. So any influence
that it may bring to bear is down to hard work, persuasion, lobbying and reasoning
argument. Currently some forty percent of the adult population are paid up members,
which at £5 per household annually - or £3 for those living alone- looks like extremely
good value. This percentage is the highest achieved in the life of the Society, which
now extends over ten years or more.
The Society has been heavily involved this year in tracking the development plans for
the Bracken Hill site with both Kingerlee Homes and North Somerset Council, collating
the views of residents and trying to influence both the builder and council as plans are
fleshed out. There is little doubt that the Society is listened to by both these bodies and
taken seriously -even though there is no legal obligation to do so. Not everyone is
happy, nor do we have a majority of the residents on our books - but many political
parties would be delighted to have 40% paid up membership of the indigenous
population.

LONG ASHTON BEST KEPT ROAD & CUL
-DE
-SAC
CUL-DE
-DE-SAC
Cul-de-sac
1st Kingcott Mill Caravan Park • 2nd Parsonage Road
Road
1st Lampton Road • 2nd Chestnut Road
It is a difficult competition to judge for a number of
reasons. Firstly, having to cover all of the village, you can
only look briefly at each street. This means essentially
being driven along all the streets and if there are high
walls or fences you have no opportunity to see the
gardens. Secondly, you are looking for consistently high
standards within a street and it seems that inevitably there
are always one or two which spoil it for the others.
Generally we were very impressed by the standards of cleanliness
throughout the whole village. There was virtually no evidence of litter or
graffiti and the whole village seemed clean and tidy. In some areas there
was grass which needed cutting but, with the wet wether we have had in
recent days, this is not at all surprising. There are a good number of very
well-kept gardens, well stocked with permanent planting and seasonal
bedding. Inevitably, in a competition of this type, there are some gardens
which are less well maintained and which tend to bring the average
standard down for the street as a whole. Hopefully the good gardens
will inspire others to raise their game.
Martyn and Valerie Davis.

What else? We monitor the overall appearance of Leigh Woods, which is designated
a conservation area, and study planning applications to the Parish and District Councils.
We are not part of the formal planning process, but guided by the Village Design
6
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FRIDAY VILLAGE CAFE
Every Friday during term time in the
Club Room, Village Hall 10.30 am -12 noon
Come and join the friendly gathering

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Council has been having talks on a variety of issues with
North Somerset Council. There is Central Government funding and
sixteen raised kerbs will be installed throughout the village. The work
is likely to start in the first week in December and is expected to take three weeks.
This is a major scheme bid for the A370 corridor which will provide some new bus
shelters and some old ones will be replaced. All the stone bus shelters will remain.
QUALITY
PARISH
COUNCIL

Coffee and biscuits 50p only. All proceeds to LACA.

The Village Club Long Ashton
We are pleased to advise that the Licence has been extended and the lease
renewed. These were essential for the continuing existence of the Club and it
is important that we remain solvent during these uncertain times.
At the Special General Meeting, in May, a survey of Members gathered a range
of ideas, which have been published. The Club’s Management Committee is
implementing many of your ideas, but we recognise that more is to be done to
meet the changing demands of Members and to attract new Members.
The Club’s aim is to provide Members and guests with an enjoyable friendly
family atmosphere and drinks at competitive prices. The Club, with its unique
facilities, provides the village community with a venue for socialising,
entertainment, activities and a function room for special events.

The speed detection sign on Long Ashton Road was installed in mid-August. This was
arranged and paid for by the Parish Council. It is showing about 2,700 vehicles a day
travel in the Bristol direction and most of these are speeding.
Parish Council meetings are open to the public, and press, to attend with the annual list
of dates, and minutes, in the local library and, once approved, they are put on the
website. www.longashtonparishcouncil.com They can be made available in large print
or taped for poorly sighted, registered blind.

Mrs. M. Addis MBE, Clerk to Long Ashton Parish Council,
45 Long Ashton Road, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9HW. 01275 393551
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com

To achieve these changes and growth we are totally dependant upon your
involvement and support to make this happen. To help us develop the Club,
which meets your needs, please tell us your ideas by either contacting a
Committee Member or by writing to the Committee. Please introduce friends
and family.

CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER

We hope that you will continue to support your Village Club through
subscriptions (due 1st October); AGM 24th November; visiting the Club; and
by making full use of the benefits it provides. Only by your active involvement
can we ensure that we continue to provide the Club you require.
It is up to you.

Monday 10th November
Come and join us at 8.00pm in Keedwell Church
Everyone welcome

Village Prayer Meeting

Long Ashton Royal British Legion Club Ltd.
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All Saints Church
Christmas Services
CHAIRMAN’S LETTER OCTOBER 2008

30th November - 6.00 pm
Advent Service (Keedwell) Reflective Service

Continuted from page 3 .....
The saga of the junction of the A370 and the B3128 continues with the second trial,
which I trust will soon be concluded. In the meantime please make your views known
either by filling in the questionnaire on the Council website, or as many have already
done, by writing to North Somerset direct. We have offered our speed sign to North
Somerset Council in order that they have the means to monitor speed of traffic on the
A370 Long Ashton By-pass. This offer has not yet been taken up! We remain firmly
against the realignment of the junction, but support measures to reduce speed on the
A370 at this point.
Primary School places in Long Ashton remain an issue that keeps us in contact with
North Somerset officers. There is nothing however specific to report at the time of
writing.

14th December - 4.00 pm Christingle
A candlelit service for children and their families, focusing on the
work of the Children’s Society. (Approx. 45-60 minutes).
21st December - 6.00 pm Carol Service
A traditional candlelit service of carols and readings recounting the
story of Christmas. Please bring a torch. (Approx 1 hour).
24th December - 4.00 pm Crib Service
Telling the story of the nativity, as we build the crib together.
An informal service for young children and their families.
(Approx. 20 - 30 minutes).

The closure of the footpath into Paulman Gardens by Wimpey Taylor is unacceptable.
Please report vandalism, criminal activity or anything suspicious on 0845 456 7000
(there was an error in the last Newsletter, a zero was missing).
Charles Cave
Chairman, Long Ashton Parish Council.

11.30 pm Family Communion
First Communion of Christmas.
A candlelit service lasting about an hour. Please bring a torch.
25th December - 10.00 am Family Communion
A celebration for all the family,
0 - 109 years - lasts just under an hour.

All Services will be held at All Saints unless otherwise stated.
4
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LONG ASHTON GROUP
Winter Programme 2008/9
2008
Thursday 20th November Royal British Legion at 7.30 pm
Mr. A. Buckthorpe - “Wildlife of Dartmoor”
Saturday 22nd November Keedwell Church 10.00 - 11.30 am

Christmas Bazaar
Coffee and Mince Pies - Homemade Christmas Puddings
Cake and Book Stalls - Preserves -Tombola
Helen’s Christmas Cards - Pictures - Bookmarks - Keyrings

Thursday 18th December Royal British Legion 7.30 pm
Miss Helen Williams - Icelandic Wildlife
2009
Thursday 15th January Royal British Legion 7.30 pm
Mr. Les Davies, Mendip Warden - “Mendip Hills through the Time Tunnel”
Thursday 19th February Royal British Legion 7.30 pm
Mr. Andrew Town - “Four Seasons”
Mrs. J. Williams Tel: 392690

The ‘consultation process’ on the Regional Spatial Strategy is now in its final stage
before its adoption by the government later this year. The government policy will
thereafter be established regarding the “Bristol Urban Extension” and the release of
our valuable green belt land.
We continue to communicate and meet with the Policy and Planning department of
North Somerset Council and we support their objections to the current proposals,
which call for the reduction of the housing numbers from 9,000 to 7,500, stresses the
importance of infrastructure and the need for brownfield regeneration to be phased
before Greenfield development.
Following the adoption of the RSS the next stage will be the development of North
Somerset’s core strategy. This will add detail to the process and specify precise areas
for development and new green belt boundary. We shall continue to have input into the
debate and seek to influence the outcome. It is a busy time.
Bristol University has indicated to us their intention of disposing of the triangle of land
to the south of the village between Wild Country Lane and Yanley Lane for development.
Given the Government’s current policy we are unlikely to be able to prevent
development here any more than King Canute could stop the tide coming in, however
my personal feeling is that this country will rue the day when prime farming land was
put under concrete.
The current economic situation will certainly delay the commencement of any
development; no one will build without a market, let alone without the ability to fund it,
however land owners and developers will be very keen to make their planning
applications at the first available opportunity. This could be as early as mid 2009.
You will, I am sure, have noticed that we now have a vehicle activated speed sign,
which apart from, hopefully, slowing traffic through the village, provides useful data
regarding volumes and speed of traffic generally. Currently there are four sites where
the sign can and will be deployed, two on the main road, one in Glebe Road and one
in Yanley Lane. It is intended that additional sites will be added in due course.
Continued ...
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NOVEMBER and DECEMBER 2008 &
JANUARY and FEBRUARY 2009
Please note that this Newsletter, whilst preserving strictly a non-political nature, provides
a forum for the views of the people of Leigh Woods and Long Ashton.
The members of the Parish Council do not necessarily share those views.
Un-attributed articles however are meant in general to be for the information and
entertainment of the public and are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication.

Programme of Council and Committee Meetings 2009
Long Ashton Parish Council and its Committee meet regularly to discuss issues affecting
the people of Long Ashton and Leigh Woods. For your convenience, the dates of
forthcoming meetings are set out below.
All meetings take place in the Pavilion, Keedwell Hill, starting at 7.30 pm unless
otherwise notified.Copies of Agendas and Minutes can be found in the Library.
Parish
Council
2009

Editorial Group for this issue - Marilyn Addis MBE, Jean Pullin and Mary Uppington

By submitting articles for publication
you are also giving approval that they will also be used
on the parish council website.

Jan

DISTRIBUTION

Mar

Long Ashton

Ann Foord

15 Pear Tree Avenue
Tel: 391054

Audrey Moser CBE

11 Ardmore
Vicarage Road, Leigh Woods
Tel: 0117 973 9876
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Future copy should be clearly labelled ‘NEWSLETTER’ and sent to
Aug

10

45 Long Ashton Road, Bristol BS41 9HW.
The CLOSING DATE for copy for the next edition covering the 4 months
March - June 2009 is

midday 1st February 2009
c Editorial Group
Cover photo - The newly installed Vehicle Activated Speed Sign.
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LONG ASHTON
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
REMEMBRANCE WEEK CONCERT

LONG ASHTON &
LEIGH WOODS
NEWSLETTER

FRIDAY
7th NOVEMBER 2008 7.30 pm
at
All Saints Church, Long Ashton

Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice Choir
Repeat Guest appearance
The Downs School Vocal Ensemble

Tickets £7
available from The Legion Village Club,
All Saints Church Office and
Clifford Moss on 01275 392714

AUTUMN 2008 &
WINTER 2009

