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There appears to be
much inconsiderate
parking in
Long Ashton of late.
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Car Parking in the Village
Many people who have driveways seem to prefer parking on
the roadway, often close to another car parked on the
opposite side of the road, making it hazardous to drive
between the vehicles.
What are TURNING BAYS for? - certainly not an extra
parking space for a property.
Remember too, parking on pavements is illegal in most
instances.
Perhaps a little more thought when parking?

The CLOSING DATE for copy for the next edition covering the 4 months
November & December 2013 and January & February 2014 is

midday 1st October 2013

© Editorial Group

Cover photo - The Lych Gate, St Mary’s Church, Leigh Woods.
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Could this be a good time
to join a
community oil buying scheme?
Householders and community buildings all over the West of England are
paying less for their heating oil by joining a community oil buying scheme
run by a local charity, the West of England Rural Network (WERN). The
scheme works by placing a single collective order at the beginning of
every month, and having greater negotiating power with heating oil
suppliers.
Scheme co-ordinator Jill Baker says “Summer is a really good time to fill
up your heating oil tank, as demand drops and prices tend to be lower.
Suppliers are keen to work with us and give our members a really good
price”.
Members of the scheme can order as little as 500 litres, and as infrequently
as they choose, and still pay the negotiated price. The member oil price
in May was 55.35p per litre (plus VAT at 5%). One of the scheme members
recently saved £124 on a single 500L delivery, as they’d been paying 79p
per litre on their top up scheme. The annual membership fee is £20 for
households, £30 for community buildings and £100 for businesses.
If you are interested in joining the scheme, visit www.wern.org.uk/oil or
call Jill Baker on 01275 333701

CHAIRMAN’S LET
TER
LETTER
As I take over from Nigel Moorcroft as Chairman, I will start by recognising
Nigel’s contribution to the Parish Council, working diligently for the last three
years through what have sometimes been difficult times. I hope I can find the
same energy and wisdom.
I was elected to the PC in 2007 as was my wife, Sally, (who you may know
through her work with welcome LA and WI). We were persuaded that it would
help our campaign against what is now called the South Bristol Link Road. I
hope I have kept members well informed, but of course, the PC has many more
issues to deal with. The threat of the road still exists!
One of the most important tasks that currently faces the PC is the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP). This is a new part of the planning process which is
supposed to give local communities more say in planning in their areas, and is
part of the Government’s “localism” agenda. However, there are two catches.
First, the local plan cannot change anything in the higher level plan. In our case,
this is the North Somerset Core Strategy. The clue to the next catch is in the
“Development” part of the name. The NDPs are part of the Government’s so
called growth strategy and are intended to persuade local communities to take
more development i.e. housing than is in the core strategy. Communities can
have more development than in the plan but not less.
My comments may sound a bit cynical but that does not diminish the importance
of the plan and the positive aspects that it has. By completing a plan we can
reinforce our status as a village, physically separate from Bristol, surrounded
by green belt land. We can also bring into the plan a number of issues that you
have told us, during our consultations, are important to you. The plan essentially
covers land use so is limited in the extent of what it can cover. However, once
approved it has the same status, in planning decisions, as the core strategy. Its
importance has been highlighted by a new and substantial development proposal
outside the village fence and the challenge to the Core Strategy headed by
Bristol University.
A number of consultations have been carried out and the NDP steering committee
are currently working on the various topics that have been identified as being
important to the village. These include, business, community, transport, housing
and the environment. Policies will be developed from each of these topics.
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Continued .....

Chairman’s Letter continued ...
The process of producing the plan is quite long and demanding and involves a
number of stages. In particular, it requires consultation with the community. The
steering group have invited public participation at every stage and you will be
invited to comment on the draft plan. North Somerset also has to confirm
compliance with their policies before it is looked at by an Inspector. Then, subject
to the Inspector agreeing that the plan complies with all the requirements it will
be put to a local referendum.

LONG ASHTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
88TH FLOWER SHOW
SATURdAY 7TH SEpTEmbER 2.30pm
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Scarecrows are coming to Long Ashton ........

The point of this explanation is that public involvement is very important and
when the draft plan is produced I would ask everyone, who cares at all about
the village, to read the document and provide feedback to us. If the plan looks
about right, please tell us, if it is not please suggest what we can change. Bear
in mind that the plan cannot do everything we might like to see and what can be
done will be constrained by funding, which as you know is very tight at the
moment. When the referendum is held it is important to have a high turnout to
show public support for the proposals.
As I said above, the South Bristol Link is still planned to be built and a small
group has been formed to co-ordinate objections to the scheme. Under the
guidance of the Ramblers, a walk along the route has been organised for 23rd
June, leaving the Angel Inn at 2.00pm (for more details see elsewhere in this
newsletter). I hope you will join us.
When this reaches you I trust the weather will have settled into some semblance
of summer!
Rod Sterland

We have four new categories at the Flower Show this year.
Scarecrows • eggs • tastiest tomatoes • cake decoration
Why not join us at the Flower Show and bring along a scarecrow to
enter into the competition.
Get together and make a scarecrow with friends, family or on your own.
We would like to see lots of scarecrows around the village so get your
thinking caps on ready for September. (There are a lot of scarecrow
ideas on the internet).
To find out more about these and other classes look out for our show
schedule in the local shops.
Help us to make this a really successful show by supporting us either
by visiting the show or by entering into the competitions.
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Cllr. Sheila Hardingham spoke against with an equally lengthy
response.
After questions were answered the motion was seconded by Peter
Steward and the Chairman asked the meeting to vote.
No one was in favour • 8 abstained • 60 voted against
A general question and answer session followed with residents
expressing some concerns.
A final presentation was made by Andy Coombs regarding a Long
Ashton Community Orchard.
The Chairman thanked all for attending and coffee and biscuits were
served.

OFFICIAL OPENING of FESTIVAL WAY
NAILSEA to BRISTOL
WALKING and CYCLING ROUTE
Many villagers participated in the Festival Way official opening event
that was held on Bank Holiday Monday May 6th. Festival Way is a largely
traffic free route that runs from Bristol to Nailsea. The cycleway, which
has cost £1.5 million, has been developed by Sustrans the sustainable
cycling charity, funded by the Big Lottery and supported by North
Somerset and Bristol City Councils.
The sun shone on this occasion, in marked contrast to the Parsonage
Farm event held last year. The ride started at Queen Square in Bristol
where the Right Honourable Lord Mayor of Bristol, Councillor Peter Main
and elected Mayor George Ferguson waved off more than 200 riders.
The riders ages ranged from 3 years old to over 80.
After cycling through Long Ashton there was a lunch stop at Flax Bourton
Village Hall before riders finished the 8 mile ride arriving at the Nailsea
2nd Scouts Fair in Millennium Park, Nailsea. There was entertainment
in the form of a Wurzels tribute band, the Twice Dailies and various
attractions including a fun fair.
A portrait bench was unveiled in Millennium Park by the Chairman of
North Somerset Council, Councillor Terry Porter. Councillor Rod Sterland
represented Long Ashton Parish Council both on the ride and at the
opening ceremony. The bench depicts local figures who have played
an important part in local history and include Redvers Coate who
founded Coates Cider in Nailsea in 1924, educational reformer Hannah
More who founded a school in the town and Wurzels lead singer Adge
Cutler.
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PLANNING
The development at Warren Gardens is nearing completion.
Residents should be able to move in very soon to these 12
properties which are a welcome addition as suitable
accommodation for those who are over 65 years of age.
The S106 contribution has been received from Wimpey so
this means the Parish Council with the Community Association are now able to take
responsibility for the Play Areas and the Sports Field.
The North Somerset Core Strategy has been challenged by the University of Bristol
regarding the number of dwellings which were identified for delivery within the district
from 2006-2026. We understand this challenge may be heard in the Autumn.
Developers have spoken to us recently about their plans for two areas in our village.
In April Freemantle Developments presented their suggestions for a change of use to
residential at Auto Scuderia on Long Ashton Road. Their plans showed their thoughts
on how 9 dwellings could be accommodated on this site and they envisage making an
application to North Somerset later in the year.
Lambridge Place and Nash Partnership gave a presentation in May about proposed
development on land within Gatcombe Farm, Although their plans did not show any
firm proposals the land involved is 12.1 acres, in the Green Belt, adjacent to the edge
of Long Ashton and could accommodate 200 houses or 40 or 60! They are basing
their plans on the hope that North Somerset will have to release some Green Belt land
in order to meet their housing targets.
On both occasions Councillors listened! - and were able to make observations and ask
questions.
We feel it is important you should know how developers are thinking about this area.
However, at present we do not support any more large scale developments in our
village. 542 houses have been erected here during the last 10 years giving a total
increase of 1569 dwellings since 1947.

Vice-Chairman Charles Cave then gave reports on firstly, the Taylor
Wimpey areas of Chancellors Park play area and the amenity area on
the north of the site. These areas were taken over by the Parish Council
today after a long process, during which it had been important to get it
right by ensuring that the correct amount of funds were paid to the
council for maintenance over the next 15 years. Long Ashton Junior
Football Club had expressed disgust at the delay and Taylor Wimpey
may sponsor the club next year in compensation.
Secondly regarding the Core Strategy, the Inspector last year approved
the number of houses which were included. Bristol University however
challenged this on three grounds and succeeded in one - it queried
the reasons for justifying the 14,000 houses and this now has to be reinspected. There are three possible outcomes:1.
2.
3.

The inspector was correct in agreeing to the 14,000 houses.
The inspector was incorrect and the numbers will have to be
increased moderately which will not result in intrusion into the
green belt.
The numbers will have to be increased to a number which will
require intrusion into the green belt.

This process will cost North Somerset a lot of money which it doesn’t
have in these austere times. Ashton Park Ltd went into liquidation and
Taylor Wimpey bought and now owns their land. In due course the Parish
Council will be faced with fighting large scale development. It is vital
that it puts aside sums of money to fight this as it has been doing over
recent years.
Cllr. Henny Fordham updated the meeting on the latest position of the
Neighbourhood Plan and answered some questions.
The following resolution was proposed by resident John Ives who spoke
at length. “That this meeting resolves to ask the PC to consult the
electorate as to how it should allocate and spend money on general
and earmarked reserves and publishes a definitive policy. This review
to consider alternative methods of managing and funding ear marked
reserves”.

Continued ...
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Planters have been purchased for the pavement outside the Co-op in
an effort, not only to visually improve the area but also to deter car
drivers parking on the pavement whilst using the cash machine. Car
parking on pavements and dogs’ mess still remain problems, appeals
to all concerned ignored.

Planning continued ....

Thanks were expressed to the village orderlies, the Footpath Walks
leaders and the Footpath Working group. An appeal was made to
anyone who enjoys walking to consider joining the group and leading
one or two walks per year.

Planning applications can be viewed at:-

Cllr. Mary Uppington in her Planning Committee report said that requests
for extensions to existing properties have dominated discussions with
comments sent to North Somerset Council who have agreed with our
recommendations in the majority of cases. 12 new retirement dwellings
for those aged over 65 at 9 Warren Lane were nearing completion and
being marketed. The village has a number of listed buildings and it
was pleasing to see 165 Long Ashton Road being renovated. Clifton
Suspension Bridge Trust has been given permission to build a new
Heritage and Learning Centre on the North Somerset side of the bridge
which should prove to be a very popular attraction for visitors to the
area. Durnford Quarry have asked for an extension in the time allowed
for the extraction of minerals and indicated they are prepared to assist
in improving the junction at the top of Providence Lane/Clevedon Road/
Longwood Lane.
Following approval of the Localism Bill there have been many planning
documents produced - in fact it has often been difficult to keep pace
with what is going on. One document of concern to the committee and
which resulted in much opposition nationwide, was the change to allow
homeonwers to build single storey extensions up to a maximum of 26’
on detached and up to 30’ on semi-detached properties (doubling the
distance already permitted) without the need for planning permission.
It was pleasing to see reconsideration by Government and
homeonwers still have to notify their local council and neighbours will
be consulted.

Applications for extensions and alterations are still being received and North Somerset
have been reminded that residents should always be notified of applications close to
their property and be given sufficient time to comment.

www.n-somerset.gov.uk/environment/planning/
Mary Uppington - Chairman - Planning Committee.

Walk the South Bristol Link Route
Although the Bus Rapid Transit may have been taking the headlines, work on
the South Bristol Link has been continuing. Planning applications are being
prepared which will be submitted by Bristol and North Somerset at the end of
May, with a decision being made in October. A small group of objecting
organisations has been formed which will be responding to the applications.
To gain some publicity and have a nice day out we are organising a walk along
the route on Sunday 23rd June, starting from the Angel Inn at 14.00. The
route will follow the proposed SBL alignment to Highridge Common as far as
possible but may take a slightly different route. All walking on footpaths or
hard surfaces. The Ramblers have kindly agreed to arrange the route and lead
the walk. The full walk including the return will cover 5 to 6 miles. If you feel
unable to take the walk you can see us off at the Angel Inn and join us again on
Highridge Common, (and perhaps offer a lift back to anyone who feels the
return is too much). We hope to organise something on the common in
conjunction with some of the local residents. It should be a pleasant afternoon.

Further information from Rod Sterland (01275 393591)
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Help wanted with Stage
Lighting
Terry Patch has been helping LACA out with
the stage lighting facilities in the Village Hall
for many years. He would be very willing to teach anyone interested
how to use this and there are various opportunities throughout the year
to get involved with lighting for productions and other events.
If you already have experience of using stage lighting and could help
out, or you would like to learn a new skill, then please contact either
Sarah Leong on 01275 393570 or Terry himself on 01275 393635.

Children’s Holiday
Activities
The Family Activity Day held on Tuesday 2nd
April was once again a great success. We estimate that approximately
150 children came through our doors and took part in various activities
including arts and crafts, music, taekwon-do and football. We are grateful
to the local police for bringing the skateboard ramp on site that day
too. Lots of cups of coffee kept those outside warm until the sun came
out! Just over £250 was raised from this event and this money will be
used to purchase a new keyboard for the Pavilion.
Our next holiday activity for children will be a “Pirate Attack” event on
Tuesday 29th October. See our website or Facebook page for further
details:

www
.longashtoncommunitycentre.org
www.longashtoncommunitycentre.org
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This may affect what can be achieved by way of localism. The audited
accounts were available for those wishing to see them.
Cllr. Jean Pullin began the report of the Highways & Burial Ground
committee by stating that this committee deals with a diverse range of
subjects.
Ongoing maintenance of headstones continues at the Burial Ground.
Transitions, in agreement with the Parish Council, have marked out an
area known as “Heaven Scent” where wildflowers and fruit trees will
be grown until ground is needed for burials. Woodland burials were
discussed but not considered possible since they require larger areas
than conventional burials.
Meetings held with the Golf Club regarding a path diversion were
abandoned after notices, unknown to both parties, appeared urging
people to make their views known.
Initial plans to provide the cycleway link along Cambridge Batch were
unacceptable and North Somerset Council was asked to meet with the
committee with a revised plan. In the meantime an online petition was
launched by a resident with inaccurate distorted information. A final
plan was agreed and the track is now complete.
Whilst the council welcomes constructive help the two previous
interventions were counter productive to what was trying to be achieved.
If persons have a contrary view it would be preferable to ask the Clerk
or a Councillor for details and proceed with known facts rather than
assumptions of a matter.
Meetings were held with the Environment Agency regarding flooding
and with the organisers of the Balloon Fiesta and Brisfest. The committee
also discussed the Bristol Rapid Transit and South Bristol Link Road the latter making no provision for footpaths which will be crossed by
the road. Relieved that Bristol Water Company had completed their
work the committee were dismayed to find that the anticipated surfacing
of Long Ashton Road had been delayed by North Somerset Council
“to give Long Ashton Residents a break”. They are being pursued to
find funding for a decent surface to be laid as soon as possible.
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REPORT of the ANNU
AL P
ARISH MEETING
ANNUAL
PARISH
22nd APRIL 2013
Cllr. Nigel Moorcroft welcomed those present and began by stating
that the year had been difficult financially and would continue so but
the Council would strive to support services where possible. It would
continue to resist the massive development which continues to threaten
Green Belt land and which would be detrimental to an overstretched
infrastructure, clearly demonstrated by the schools’ capacity..
On a positive note taking ownership of Andrée Peel Park and the
opening of the Festival Way was very welcome.
He thanked the two councillors who had resigned during the year, Gwyn
Williams for health reasons and Angela Neale who had given many
years of service.
Cllr. Sheila Hardingham, Chairman of Finance & General Purposes,
explained that although there were changes to Council Tax Benefit the
Parish Council had no shortfall. A grant of £31,000 was made to the
Community Association for the running of the Community Centre and
she thanked the trustees for their hard work. The association has
received a second grant of £8,600 to enable the installation of solar
panels on the Sports Hall roof. Further small grants were awarded to
groups who provide services to residents of the parish. Following a cut
in funding from North Somerset Council a £17,000 grant from the Parish
Council had enabled EPIC Youth Company to, together with their own
fundraising initiatives, provide 3 or 4 sessions a week for the young of
the village.
The Parish Council is funded from a precept which is part of the council
tax we all pay. This year the increase was 4.9% higher than in previous
years but which results in only 5p more per week than last year. It is
anticipated that precepts will be restricted in future years possibly
bringing restraints, meaning councils will have to decide what can be
afforded to maintain at parish level.

WiFi
to Club Room
LACA are pleased to announce that the
Club Room has been fitted with a WiFi
facility. Anyone wanting the password to
access this should contact the Manager
on
01275
393570
or
email:
laca@btconnect.com.
The Village Hall already has internet access and we will shortly be
installing WiFi in the Pavilion so that all of our facilities are brought up
to date.

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF
LONG ASHTON
CHILDREN’S CENTRE
are pleased to announce a

FUN DAY

in association with Long Ashton Village Market
Saturday 3rd August 10am - 1pm
Keeds Hall (Community Centre)
Free entry (small charge for some activities)

Bouncy Castle • Face Painting
Pottery Painting • Craft Activities
Games • Children’s Entertainers and much more!!!
Suitable for children aged 0 - 7 years accompanied by an adult.
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WESTLEAZE W.I.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 1st Wednesday
in the month in The Jubilee Pavilion.

August 14th

A GUIDED TOUR OF YEO VALLEY
ORGANIC GARDEN AT HOLTS FARM, BLAGDON
followed by lunch in their restaurant.

September 4th

JEWELLERY MAKING
Ruki Clark
Competition: A favourite piece of jewellery.

October 2nd

CHEESEMAKING
Pauline Alvis
Competition: Recipe for a dish using cheese.

November 6th

AGM and QUIZ
No Competition.

LAILA
(LONG ASHTON INDEPENDENT
LADIES ASSOCIATION)
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday
of the month at 7.15pm in the Village Hall
August

NO MEETING.
Lunch to be arranged.

September 18th

SERENDIPITY
Yvonne Bell.

October 16th

QUIZ
Fish and Chip Supper.

November 20th

AGM
Bring & Buy Sale for Charity.

Page 10

She told of her great satisfaction in having her first novel published
and said that writing had been a life long ambition and that her
autobiography would be published in June.
Retirement from politics had not left any great gap and she enjoyed
living on the edge of Dartmoor returning to the county of her parents’
birth.
It is customary to offer a fee to speakers but on this occasion Miss
Widdecombe asked that the amount set aside be divided between
her Charity, “Donkeys in the Holy Land” and a WI Charity, “Associated
Countrywomen of the World”.
Following the talk afternoon tea was served in true WI style with
sandwiches, cakes and
jam and cream scones
all made by Westleaze
members.
Copies
of
Ann
Widdecombe’s novels
were on sale which she
readily signed and after
tea she circulated the
room meeting members
and answering any
questions.
After her departure the
visiting WIs gave short
reports of their meetings and visits during the past year and the meeting
concluded with all agreeing that they had spent an entertaining and
enjoyable afternoon.

Westleaze WI meets in the Jubilee Pavilion, Keedwell Hill on the 1st
Wednesday of the month (except August) at 7.30pm and visitors or
new members would be most welcome.
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AN AF
TERNOON IN MA
Y
AFTERNOON
MAY
On one of the few summer days in early May, Westleaze the village’s
own Women’s Institute, hosted an afternoon meeting in the Village Hall
for members of other Institutes in the Mendip Vale Group. About 25
Westleaze members greeted more than 80 visitors from Barrow Gurney,
Backwell, Congresbury and Backwell.
Westleaze President, Mary Magro, welcomed everyone including the
President and representatives from Avon Federation of WI. She pointed
out that the daffodil table decorations, gold serviettes and gold wrapped
cup cakes marked the 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Institute.
She explained that in 1963 with a large influx of newcomers to the west
end of the village, Long Ashton WI which met in Church House had
more members than the hall could accommodate. A decision was
taken to form a second WI, the existing WI moved to the newly built
Village Hall and Westleaze took over Church House.
The meeting was then introduced to Ann Widdecombe, the invited
speaker, who as expected, gave an interesting and amusing talk about
her experiences. Her political life was lightly touched upon with nothing
controversial mentioned.
As anticipated she talked at length about her time spent on Strictly
Come Dancing, including a slight worry at week 10, when she was still
in the competition, that there was a possible appearance in the final.
Apparently Anton du Beke was prepared as, with tongue in cheek, he
explained they would each enter on a wire above the floor and “dance”
under the chandelier. He had told her within two hours of meeting her
that the more her feet were off the ground the better it would be. She
also spoke warmly and humorously about her time in Pantomime when
she partnered the critical Craig Revel Horwood. Whilst still an MP she
had been offered many television reality shows which she had refused
but gave the impression that her time on Strictly had been very happy
and rewarding.
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LONG ASHTON ALL SAINTS
SCOUT GROUP
Long Ashton All Saints Scout Group are actively
seeking volunteers to get involved in Scouting in
Long Ashton. We are looking for people at all levels
who are prepared to volunteer either on an ad hoc basis or those who
would want to commit to a leader or assistant leader role. Whether you
aspire to become the next GSL (Group Scout Leader) or volunteer to help
out at a couple of meetings a year or somewhere in between, we are looking
for your help.
The village Scout Group has been very successful and active in the
community for 95 years but we are currently struggling to meet the needs
of the community. There is however a determined group of individuals who
with your help will change this situation. We have plans to develop a new
Scout hut in the village to provide young people with excellent facilities on
their doorsteps. To do this however we need to put in place an organisation
equipped to manage the Group.
We are happy to report that our Cub pack is thriving however our Scouts
and Beavers are temporarily supported by 1st Nailsea Scouts. Therefore
our priority is to put in place a number of individuals in Scouts and Beavers
(or Cubs if that is your preference), to support the existing leaders in order
that we can move these groups back to Long Ashton and furthermore
develop our plans to build a new home for the Group. As you are probably
aware, there are an increasing number of young people in the village and it
is critical that we can provide a wide range of activities for them such as
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, however without individuals volunteering this
will not be possible and in a worst case scenario the group may have to
fold.
If you think that you can contribute your time to Scouting in Long Ashton,
(no prior experience required just enthusiasm essential), or if you would
like more information about volunteering in Scouting, please contact me at
the following email address
sgjones.a1@googlemail.com
Yours in Scouting, Simon Jones,
The Chairman, Long Ashton All Saints Scouts.
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LONG ASHTON
TENNIS CLUB

Heaven Scent report continued ....

The Long Ashton Tennis Club is located
at the Community Centre, Keedwell Hill,
behind the Bowling Green.

We will continue to strim a path between the cultivated area and the
perimeter wall (where we have also planted plants for the butterflies
and birds). Please visit the area throughout the Summer and see how
many varieties of wild-flowers ‘appear’.

During the summer season we play on
Saturday afternoons from 2.30pm and
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 7.30pm.

Chris Wilmot
on behalf of the ‘Heaven Scent Garden’ Group.

We are currently looking for new members and welcome anyone of
any ability who may be interested to come along and have a go.
If you are interested in playing tennis or would like to know more about
the club please contact either:
Cliff Bond 01275 392148 or David Atkins 01275 394398

Andrée P
eel P
ark
Peel
Park
We are pleased to announce that the Andrée Peel
Park has now officially been handed over by
Wimpey to the Parish Council and that the Long
Ashton Community Association is looking after this area on their behalf.
We look forward to the Junior Football Club using the new pitches.
There is also space beyond for picnics. In addition, it is already a
popular space for dog walkers and dog poo bins have now been
installed at either end. Please could we request that these are used for
dog poo rather than the general bins. We understand that North
Somerset now have a policy of dog poo being placed in any bin but as
we do not employ their staff to work in this area we would be grateful if
the specially designated bins could be used.
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BEER AND CIDER FESTIVAL
Long Ashton will be hosting it’s very own Beer and Cider Festival
on Saturday 28th September from 4.00pm at the Village Hall,
organised in aid of the Long Ashton Community Association.
Together with a large selection of beers and ciders there will be food available
and entertainment provided by local bands.
Tickets will be going on sale at the beginning of August. The £7 ticket will give
entry to the Festival, a complimentary commemorative glass, tasting notes and
your first glass of beer or cider. Information about purchasing tickets will be
available on the LACA website, www.longashtoncommunitycentre.org or look
out for posters around the village nearer the date.
Any local businesses interested in sponsoring a barrel in return for advertising
and free entry to the Festival, please contact LACA or 01275 393570 or email
laca@btinternet.com
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HEAVEN SCENT REPORT
As you know, Phase 1 of the wild-flower meadow in our new ‘Heaven
Scent Garden’ was started in November, when we cut the meadow
area and planted yellow-rattle seed to deter grass growth. Phase 2
was in March, when we cut the meadow again and sowed the wildflower seeds collected during the Summer by Transition’s Grow-itGroup.We also planted established plants of Moondaisies, Fox-n-cubs,
Primroses and Violets.
Phase 3 was on Sunday 3rd May. On first sight, the impression was
that we had cultivated ‘a fine crop of dandelions’! However, on closer
inspection we were able to recognise several varieties of flowers
including Lady’s Smock, Field Scabious, Jack-by-the-Hedge, Musk
Mallow and the Ox-Eye or Moondaisies were thriving.We added more
plants (same seed source) of mixed Wild Poppies, Harebells,
Corncockle and wild Cornflowers. Despite the large amount of YellowRattle seed, we couldn’t identify it, but we feel it will show itself in
flower. I have also planted mixed wild-flower plants and seeds at the
entrance to the Festival Way cycle-path opposite Northleaze School.
The soft-fruit area of the garden has proved to be problematical.
Spraying would harm all the insects and wildlife we are looking to
encourage in the meadow, so we chose the ‘green option’ of using
cardboard covered in grass cuttings to ‘kill off’ the grass. This proved
to be an unpopular choice, as it appeared untidy when any card
became exposed during Winter. It was also inefficient, as it rotted off
before if had ‘done the job’!

Andrée P
eel P
ark
Peel
Park
There may be speculation why the park is so named.
Andrée Peel (nee Virot) born in France in 1905 was a member of the French
Resistance during the Second World War principally involved in helping
British and American airmen escape capture and return to Britain and also
amassing information about the German Navy’s movements in Brest harbour
which was then passed to London. Her code name was Agent Rose.
Denounced, she was eventually captured, tortured and taken to
Ravensbruck and Buchenwald concentration camps where she believed
she miraculously escaped death on three occasions.
After the war when working in Paris she met and married her husband John
Peel, at the time a university student who had taken up his studies after
service in the armed forces. When he took a position as a neuropsycologist
at Barrow Hospital the couple made their home in Ridgeway Road.
Deeply religious, Mrs. Peel found that she had the gift of healing through a
strong electric current at her fingertips which she used in massage. She
always believed the reason she had been saved from death was the ability
to help people through use of this gift.
Many villagers sought treatment from her as well as visitors from far afield,
even from Russia. She refused any payment offered and if pressed to accept,
forwarded the money to various charities.
She kept the striped dress she wore in the camps, displaying it when asked
about her experiences.

We have now been given permission by the Parish Council to use a
weed-suppressing membrane, held down by pegs. The delay in
tackling the grass means that it is now unlikely that we will plant fruit
bushes this year. Our aim for the remainder of 2013 is to concentrate
on the wild-flower meadow, while maintaining the soft fruit area. We
feel 2014 will be the year “to bear fruit”!

She received many medals and honours for her bravery in her resistance
work, among them the Croix de Guerre, Légion d’Honneur, American Medal
of Freedom and the King’s Commendation for Brave Conduct.
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She continued to live in Ridgeway Road after her husband’s death, only
entering Lampton House shortly before her death in 2010 at the age of 105.
She is buried in Long Ashton Burial Ground.

LONG ASHTON SURGERY NEWS
Staff Changes

EXERCISING CAN PROTECT YYOU!!
OU!!

We will sadly be saying goodbye to our Senior Partner Dr. Gaye Hardiman
after many years service at the practice at the end of July 2013. We wish her
well in her retirement.

When we get older we all have an increased risk of falling. The good
news is that there are many simple things we can do to reduce the
risk and stay independent.

If you wish to leave a message for Dr. Hardiman please ask at reception for
our Book of Gratitude, to record any messages for her.

Exercising to music can help elderly people improve their balance
and reduce the number of falls, by just one hour each week.

We are currently recruiting a new GP Partner - more news on this shortly.
We are also pleased to welcome Connor Thomas, Lauren Hunt and Eleanor
York as new reception and administration staff.

Development of the Practice Website
Did you know that you can order your repeat prescriptions on line via our
website? Come and have a look how easy it is.

Age UK Somerset can offer a wide range of physical activities in your
area, through independent instructors. Classes range from Tai Chi,
yoga, gentle movement to music and Zumba Gold.
They cater for beginners, those returning to exercise and for some
to try something new and exciting.
For more information, please contact

We have lots of information about services available to patients both local
and national and links to sites which we think you might find useful or of
interest. Take a look and let us know what else we can add to the site to
.longashtonsurgery
.co.uk
make it better. www
www.longashtonsurgery
.longashtonsurgery.co.uk

Nikki Smith, Ageing Well Co-ordinator on 07530 777895
or email Nikki.smith@ageuksomerset.org.uk

Holiday season is approaching fast
Travel Advice and vaccinations are available at the surgery. The

LA COFFEE STOP!!!

nursing team require at least 8 weeks notice to ensure you get adequate
protection when travelling abroad. Please complete our Pre Travel
Assessment Questionnaire available from reception or via the Travel Advice
section of our website and return to the practice to enable us to advise on
what protection you require.

Opening Monday 15th July

Carers
Do you care for someone who has a long term condition or illness? Help
and support is available. Please complete our carer registration form available
at the reception or on the carer’s section of our website, so that we can
send you an information pack. We are also offering a carer’s drop in session
once monthly at the practice; please ask at reception for further details.

in the Club Room at the Community Centre.
10.00 am - 12.30 pm
See enclosed flyer for a free hot drink voucher!

Emma Dent , Practice Manager.
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Enjoy a
Traditional Summer Garden F
ete
Fete
at Gatcombe Court
Make a date in your diary now, for Sunday 14th July when Stella Clarke
has kindly offered her glorious Gatcombe Court garden for a traditional
Garden Fete.

Starting at 2.30pm
there is something to delight and entertain all ages.
Children will love racing the ducks in the fast flowing
stream and taking part in a range of organised games
such as Lawn Darts.
Adults will enjoy browsing the stalls, taking a chance on
the tombola, trying their luck at the coconut shy, treating themselves to
the delicious homemade cakes and cream teas or just relaxing in the
beautiful surroundings whilst listening to the musical entertainment.
Everyone can enter the “Great Gatcombe Cake Off”.
It is excellent value as entry is by Lucky Programme
£2 per adult with children free.

All proceeds will go to the
All Saints Heating and Flooring Fund and the Long
Ashton Y
outh Club.
Youth
Programmes can be purchased from the
Church Office in Church House (01275 393109)
and the Long Ashton Post Office.
What better way to spend a summer Sunday afternoon!
Page 26

Long Ashton Football Club
After another great season for Long Ashton FC the club
continues to go from strength to strength! With three adult clubs
doing well on the pitch and a thriving social scene the club is
attracting more local players who, once they see the set up,
want to be involved with the club. We have a Somerset County
League team and two teams in the Bristol Suburban League.
The season ended with a crowd of over 200 watching at the
Rec against Champions, Broad Plain. We also had a very
successful 6-a-side tournament that saw 60 Long Ashton
players of all ages play in a competitive nature. It was great to
see so many families present as we pride ourselves on being a
“family club” that is a focal point within Long Ashton. Come along
and watch a game on a Saturday and use the bar afterwards,
you will be most welcome.
Our Presentation Dinner took place at Redwood Lodge to
celebrate our season with over 100 people attending and
awards given out to the leading players from all three teams.
We have recently received FA Charter Status which is a great
accolade for the club. The club had to meet high standards both
on and off the pitch and show that we are a professionally run
club. We have a lot of young players and would like to see this
continue as we improve our links with the junior teams. Come
and play for your local club!
Pre season training starts from the first week of July on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at Redwood Lodge starting at 6.30pm.
Come and introduce yourself if you would like to join your local
club.
Contact Paul Maggs 07810 481 787
Page 15

F O OT PAT H

WA L K S

Footpath walks around the Parish take
place on the first Sunday of every month.
The starting point is The Little Tipple, Weston
Road at 2.30pm.
The dates for the remainder of 2013 are:
7th July • 4th August • 1st September
6th October • 3rd November • 1st December
The team leading these walks are all volunteers who just enjoy walking.
Their numbers have decreased a little and more people willing to help
by taking charge of a walk occasionally would be appreciated.
If you would like to take part and join this team please contact the
Clerk to the Council, Janet Turp, tel 393155 or email
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
We all know exercise is good for our health and what better way to
improve it than to walk in pleasant company and see the village and
surrounds from various view points.
If you haven’t tried it before, do go on the next walk and sample the
delights. You will be made very welcome by the regular walkers.

LEIGH WOODS SOCIETY
SUMMER 2013
At the time of writing, the Public Enquiry into the increased toll on the
Suspension Bridge has yet to take place. This will be on 29th May for
two to three days, so many people will already have been involved.
No doubt the result will take a while to be published. The increase to
£1 per crossing will have a direct impact on the residents of Leigh
Woods as the bridge is a lifeline into Clifton for all our amenities, but it
is hoped that the use of cards at a reduced rate will continue. However,
the increase will inevitably mean more cars will be parked in our roads
causing congestion. Meanwhile the building of the new Visitors Centre
at the bridge is due to start in October this year, taking approximately
48 weeks. We can only look forward to many hold-ups and traffic
queues. Naturally the Committee of Leigh Woods Society is keeping a
firm eye on these proceedings and doing everything it can to keep the
residents informed.
The AGM and Neighbourhood Watch meetings took place in March
with new committee members elected, and a number of people visited
the Bracken Hill gardens on the Open Day in April. Devonshire Homes
are nearing the end of the development with some of the new houses
now sold. We held a very successful, (if you count that by the number
of bags filled!) spring clean and as I write are looking forward to an
evening walk around Leigh Woods in the company of the Ranger Bill
Morris.
The Summer Party will be held on 9th July and we very much hope
that the weather will have improved before then, as it is always very
well attended and enjoyed by all. We also look forward to the Balloon
Fiesta between 8th and 11th August.
Sally Sparks
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DOGS
Yet again the Footpath
Committee is appealing to dog
owners to pick up their dog’s
faeces and put the bag in the
designated dog bins sited all around the village.
This is especially important at the Recreation Ground and Peel Park
both of which are football pitches with the latter used by junior teams
to whom toxicaria, a disease transmitted by dogs faeces, is particularly
dangerous.
The Parish Council is not in favour of North Somerset Council’s policy
of “any bin will do” since it has provided and pays for the clearance of
a large number of specialised bins.
To encourage dog owners, the Parish Council is investing in a
quantity of bio-degradable bags which will be available from
attachments at some dog bins.
Do please use the bags and return used bags to the bins.

www
.long
ashtonparishcouncil.g
o v.uk
www.long
.longashtonparishcouncil.g
ashtonparishcouncil.go
The Parish Council has its own website for the
village, which has information about
development strategies, minutes of council
meetings and local events. To keep up with the
latest news in the village, you can ask for updates
to be emailed to you; you can make this request
specific to individual pages.

STREET ORIENTEERING
I am organising a street orienteering event in Long
Ashton on behalf of the Bristol Orienteering Club .
We are planning to hold this on Wednesday 10th July, between
about 5.00pm and 8.00pm. We have agreed with Birdwell School
to use the school grounds as a base, including their car park.
We expect around 60 participants. The event involves running
around a course between ‘control points’ marked on a map. The
controls are small boxes about 10cm x 8cm x 4cm, attached by
a locked wire to railings, lamp posts, trees etc. Controls will be
positioned and removed on the day of the event.
Although the event is primarily for members of the Bristol
Orienteering Club, it is open to anyone else including, of course,
residents of Long Ashton. I will be advertising the event on the
village notice boards and approaching the Long Ashton Scouts
and Guides to invite them to participate.
The event will take place on the estate roads south of Long
Ashton Road between Wild Country Lane and Glebe Road,
entirely on public land.

Rachel Lethwood
Tel: 07775 084232 / 01275 393743

www
.long
ashtonparishcouncil.g
o v.uk
www.long
.longashtonparishcouncil.g
ashtonparishcouncil.go
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LONG ASHTON PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
have your say ....
The Neighbourhood Development Plan team have been busy developing
policies for the five topic areas of Community, Business, Environment,
Transport and Housing. The team is keen that everyone has an opportunity
to express their views about what’s important to include in the plan in order
to protect and enhance our parish for the future.
Views given so far can be found on the Long Ashton Parish NDP website
www.lalife.org.uk under Recent News. Any further comments can be added
to the Village Improvement Suggestion Box at the bottom of the home page.
The plan will be voted on in a referendum giving it genuine weight in any
developments proposed for our village.
Cllr. Henny Fordham, Chair NDP
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Do you know someone with a
Blooming Good Garden?
Then nominate them for the Parish Council’s
Nominated Best Kept Garden” Award
Do you think your garden deserves a mention?
Well this year you can nominate your own too.
All nominations to be with the
Parish Clerk by noon on the 15th July (by post or email)

Each resident can nominate one garden plus their own.
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Care for a Cuppa?

Why not celebrate the warmer weather by organising
a Blooming Great T
ea P
arty
Tea
Party
with friends and family
in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care.
This year we need your help to make the Blooming Great Tea Party
bigger and better in Bristol!
Get together with family and friends at home, or get your colleagues
involved and tuck into your favourite slice of cake and raise the much
needed funds for Marie Curie Nurses in Bristol. From a tea party fit for a
Queen to a competition bake sale at work it doesn’t matter how you get
involved, just eat cake!

You can hold your tea party at any point in June or July
July..
Register today and receive your free fundraising pack complete with
balloons and invitations and get planning!
Visit www.mariecurie.org.uk//teaparty or call 0845 052 4184 to register.
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LONG ASHTON CHILDREN'S WEEKLY ACTIVITY DIARY (Birth to 5 years)
What
Mini Musicians
Sunshine and Puddles Stay &

Monday

Play
Football Fun for little 1s
L.A. Health Visitors Well
Baby Clinic

Tuesday

When

Who

Contact
Sarah Leong on 01275 394344 or email: enquiries@mini-

28, Keedwell Hill

9.30a.m. - 10.15a.m.

18 months (or walking) to 4 years

L.A. Children's Centre

10a.m. - 11.30a.m.

Confident Walkers to 4 years

L.A. Children's Centre on 01275 888555

Community Centre (Keeds Hall)

1.05p.m. - 1.50p.m.

Walkers to 3 year olds

Sarah Dawson, footballfun4little1s@live.co.uk, tel: 01275 341090

L.A. Children's Centre

1.30p.m. - 3.15p.m.

Birth to 5 years

Sue or Susan on 07775 994259

9.30a.m. - 10.00a.m.

2 - 3.5 year olds

Emma or Rob on: 0845 313 3250, or email: bristol@rugbytots.co.uk,

10.15a.m. - 11a.m.

3.5 - 5 year olds

www.rugbytots.co.uk

musicians.co.uk, www.mini-musicians.co.uk

Rugby Tots

Community Centre (Main Hall)

L.A. Childminders Group

L.A. Children's Centre

10a.m. - 11.30a.m.

All local childminders

L.A. Children's Centre on 01275 888555

Story Time

Long Ashton Library

11.15a.m. - 11.45a.m. (term time only)

All pre-school children

Library on 01934 426 060

L.A. Children's Centre

12p.m. - 2p.m.

Breastfeeding mums and their babies

Susan on 07775 994259

L.A. Toddler Group

Community Centre (Main Hall)

2p.m. - 4p.m. (term time only)

Birth to pre-school

Lisa Campbell on 07799 246 282 or email: lisac73@googlemail.com

Westleaze Toddler Group

Church House

9.30a.m. - 11.30a.m. (term time only)

Birth to pre-school

Caroline Probert on 07967 477974

Little Chicks Breastfeeding
Support Group

Wednesday

Where

Multiple Births Group

L.A. Children's Centre

10a.m. - 11.30a.m.

Baby Birds Stay & Play

L.A. Children's Centre

1p.m. - 2p.m.

Support group for families with twins or more in
Long Ashton, Backwell, Failand and Wraxall
Babies 0-18 months and their parents.
Activities for the children and a chance to meet

L.A. Children's Centre on 01275 888555
L.A. Children's Centre on 01275 888555

other parents

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Boogie Bop

Community Centre (Main Hall)

Post Natal Group

L.A. Children's Centre

Rugby Tots

Community Centre (Main Hall)

Football Fun for little 1s

Community Centre (Keeds Hall)

Baby Ballet

Church House

Long Ashton Crusader Group

Hebron Church

Messy Church

Hebron Church

The Fish Club

All Saints Church

9.45a.m. - 10.45a.m.

Walkers to Pre-school

10.45a.m. - 11.45a.m.

Babies and crawlers

www.boogie-bop.co.uk

10.30a.m. - 12p.m.

Post natal support group

Sue or Susan on 07775 994259

10a.m. - 10.30a.m.

2 - 3.5 year olds

Emma or Rob on: 0845 313 3250, or email: bristol@rugbytots.co.uk,

11a.m. - 11.45a.m.

3.5 - 5 year olds

www.rugbytots.co.uk

9.15a.m. - 10.00a.m.

Walkers to 3 year olds

10.10a.m. - 10.55a.m.

3 - 5 year olds

12.10p.m. - 12.55p.m.

Walkers to 3 year olds

9a.m. - 9.45a.m.

2.5 - 5 year olds

10.30a.m. - 11.40a.m.
(during service)
3.30p.m. - 5.30p.m.
(4th Sun each month)
10a.m. - 11a.m.
(3rd Sun each month during service)

3 years upwards
Birth onwards (accompanied by parent/carer)
Pre-school upwards

Michelle on 07989 596454, or email: michelleluckes@gmail.com,

Sarah Dawson, footballfun4little1s@live.co.uk, tel: 01275 341090

Dance Station email: admin@dancestation.org.uk, tel: 0117 9655660
Email: info@hebronchurch.co.uk or call the Hebron mobile on 07815
891 026
Email: info@hebronchurch.co.uk or call the Hebron mobile on 07815
891 026
Tel 01275 393109 for more info

Care for a Cuppa?

Why not celebrate the warmer weather by organising
a Blooming Great T
ea P
arty
Tea
Party
with friends and family
in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care.
This year we need your help to make the Blooming Great Tea Party
bigger and better in Bristol!
Get together with family and friends at home, or get your colleagues
involved and tuck into your favourite slice of cake and raise the much
needed funds for Marie Curie Nurses in Bristol. From a tea party fit for a
Queen to a competition bake sale at work it doesn’t matter how you get
involved, just eat cake!

You can hold your tea party at any point in June or July
July..
Register today and receive your free fundraising pack complete with
balloons and invitations and get planning!
Visit www.mariecurie.org.uk//teaparty or call 0845 052 4184 to register.

Page 22

Page 19

LONG ASHTON PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
have your say ....
The Neighbourhood Development Plan team have been busy developing
policies for the five topic areas of Community, Business, Environment,
Transport and Housing. The team is keen that everyone has an opportunity
to express their views about what’s important to include in the plan in order
to protect and enhance our parish for the future.
Views given so far can be found on the Long Ashton Parish NDP website
www.lalife.org.uk under Recent News. Any further comments can be added
to the Village Improvement Suggestion Box at the bottom of the home page.
The plan will be voted on in a referendum giving it genuine weight in any
developments proposed for our village.
Cllr. Henny Fordham, Chair NDP
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Do you know someone with a
Blooming Good Garden?
Then nominate them for the Parish Council’s
Nominated Best Kept Garden” Award
Do you think your garden deserves a mention?
Well this year you can nominate your own too.
All nominations to be with the
Parish Clerk by noon on the 15th July (by post or email)

Each resident can nominate one garden plus their own.
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DOGS
Yet again the Footpath
Committee is appealing to dog
owners to pick up their dog’s
faeces and put the bag in the
designated dog bins sited all around the village.
This is especially important at the Recreation Ground and Peel Park
both of which are football pitches with the latter used by junior teams
to whom toxicaria, a disease transmitted by dogs faeces, is particularly
dangerous.
The Parish Council is not in favour of North Somerset Council’s policy
of “any bin will do” since it has provided and pays for the clearance of
a large number of specialised bins.
To encourage dog owners, the Parish Council is investing in a
quantity of bio-degradable bags which will be available from
attachments at some dog bins.
Do please use the bags and return used bags to the bins.

www
.long
ashtonparishcouncil.g
o v.uk
www.long
.longashtonparishcouncil.g
ashtonparishcouncil.go
The Parish Council has its own website for the
village, which has information about
development strategies, minutes of council
meetings and local events. To keep up with the
latest news in the village, you can ask for updates
to be emailed to you; you can make this request
specific to individual pages.

STREET ORIENTEERING
I am organising a street orienteering event in Long
Ashton on behalf of the Bristol Orienteering Club .
We are planning to hold this on Wednesday 10th July, between
about 5.00pm and 8.00pm. We have agreed with Birdwell School
to use the school grounds as a base, including their car park.
We expect around 60 participants. The event involves running
around a course between ‘control points’ marked on a map. The
controls are small boxes about 10cm x 8cm x 4cm, attached by
a locked wire to railings, lamp posts, trees etc. Controls will be
positioned and removed on the day of the event.
Although the event is primarily for members of the Bristol
Orienteering Club, it is open to anyone else including, of course,
residents of Long Ashton. I will be advertising the event on the
village notice boards and approaching the Long Ashton Scouts
and Guides to invite them to participate.
The event will take place on the estate roads south of Long
Ashton Road between Wild Country Lane and Glebe Road,
entirely on public land.

Rachel Lethwood
Tel: 07775 084232 / 01275 393743

www
.long
ashtonparishcouncil.g
o v.uk
www.long
.longashtonparishcouncil.g
ashtonparishcouncil.go
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F O OT PAT H

WA L K S

Footpath walks around the Parish take
place on the first Sunday of every month.
The starting point is The Little Tipple, Weston
Road at 2.30pm.
The dates for the remainder of 2013 are:
7th July • 4th August • 1st September
6th October • 3rd November • 1st December
The team leading these walks are all volunteers who just enjoy walking.
Their numbers have decreased a little and more people willing to help
by taking charge of a walk occasionally would be appreciated.
If you would like to take part and join this team please contact the
Clerk to the Council, Janet Turp, tel 393155 or email
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
We all know exercise is good for our health and what better way to
improve it than to walk in pleasant company and see the village and
surrounds from various view points.
If you haven’t tried it before, do go on the next walk and sample the
delights. You will be made very welcome by the regular walkers.

LEIGH WOODS SOCIETY
SUMMER 2013
At the time of writing, the Public Enquiry into the increased toll on the
Suspension Bridge has yet to take place. This will be on 29th May for
two to three days, so many people will already have been involved.
No doubt the result will take a while to be published. The increase to
£1 per crossing will have a direct impact on the residents of Leigh
Woods as the bridge is a lifeline into Clifton for all our amenities, but it
is hoped that the use of cards at a reduced rate will continue. However,
the increase will inevitably mean more cars will be parked in our roads
causing congestion. Meanwhile the building of the new Visitors Centre
at the bridge is due to start in October this year, taking approximately
48 weeks. We can only look forward to many hold-ups and traffic
queues. Naturally the Committee of Leigh Woods Society is keeping a
firm eye on these proceedings and doing everything it can to keep the
residents informed.
The AGM and Neighbourhood Watch meetings took place in March
with new committee members elected, and a number of people visited
the Bracken Hill gardens on the Open Day in April. Devonshire Homes
are nearing the end of the development with some of the new houses
now sold. We held a very successful, (if you count that by the number
of bags filled!) spring clean and as I write are looking forward to an
evening walk around Leigh Woods in the company of the Ranger Bill
Morris.
The Summer Party will be held on 9th July and we very much hope
that the weather will have improved before then, as it is always very
well attended and enjoyed by all. We also look forward to the Balloon
Fiesta between 8th and 11th August.
Sally Sparks
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Enjoy a
Traditional Summer Garden F
ete
Fete
at Gatcombe Court
Make a date in your diary now, for Sunday 14th July when Stella Clarke
has kindly offered her glorious Gatcombe Court garden for a traditional
Garden Fete.

Starting at 2.30pm
there is something to delight and entertain all ages.
Children will love racing the ducks in the fast flowing
stream and taking part in a range of organised games
such as Lawn Darts.
Adults will enjoy browsing the stalls, taking a chance on
the tombola, trying their luck at the coconut shy, treating themselves to
the delicious homemade cakes and cream teas or just relaxing in the
beautiful surroundings whilst listening to the musical entertainment.
Everyone can enter the “Great Gatcombe Cake Off”.
It is excellent value as entry is by Lucky Programme
£2 per adult with children free.

All proceeds will go to the
All Saints Heating and Flooring Fund and the Long
Ashton Y
outh Club.
Youth
Programmes can be purchased from the
Church Office in Church House (01275 393109)
and the Long Ashton Post Office.
What better way to spend a summer Sunday afternoon!
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Long Ashton Football Club
After another great season for Long Ashton FC the club
continues to go from strength to strength! With three adult clubs
doing well on the pitch and a thriving social scene the club is
attracting more local players who, once they see the set up,
want to be involved with the club. We have a Somerset County
League team and two teams in the Bristol Suburban League.
The season ended with a crowd of over 200 watching at the
Rec against Champions, Broad Plain. We also had a very
successful 6-a-side tournament that saw 60 Long Ashton
players of all ages play in a competitive nature. It was great to
see so many families present as we pride ourselves on being a
“family club” that is a focal point within Long Ashton. Come along
and watch a game on a Saturday and use the bar afterwards,
you will be most welcome.
Our Presentation Dinner took place at Redwood Lodge to
celebrate our season with over 100 people attending and
awards given out to the leading players from all three teams.
We have recently received FA Charter Status which is a great
accolade for the club. The club had to meet high standards both
on and off the pitch and show that we are a professionally run
club. We have a lot of young players and would like to see this
continue as we improve our links with the junior teams. Come
and play for your local club!
Pre season training starts from the first week of July on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at Redwood Lodge starting at 6.30pm.
Come and introduce yourself if you would like to join your local
club.
Contact Paul Maggs 07810 481 787
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LONG ASHTON SURGERY NEWS
Staff Changes

EXERCISING CAN PROTECT YYOU!!
OU!!

We will sadly be saying goodbye to our Senior Partner Dr. Gaye Hardiman
after many years service at the practice at the end of July 2013. We wish her
well in her retirement.

When we get older we all have an increased risk of falling. The good
news is that there are many simple things we can do to reduce the
risk and stay independent.

If you wish to leave a message for Dr. Hardiman please ask at reception for
our Book of Gratitude, to record any messages for her.

Exercising to music can help elderly people improve their balance
and reduce the number of falls, by just one hour each week.

We are currently recruiting a new GP Partner - more news on this shortly.
We are also pleased to welcome Connor Thomas, Lauren Hunt and Eleanor
York as new reception and administration staff.

Development of the Practice Website
Did you know that you can order your repeat prescriptions on line via our
website? Come and have a look how easy it is.

Age UK Somerset can offer a wide range of physical activities in your
area, through independent instructors. Classes range from Tai Chi,
yoga, gentle movement to music and Zumba Gold.
They cater for beginners, those returning to exercise and for some
to try something new and exciting.
For more information, please contact

We have lots of information about services available to patients both local
and national and links to sites which we think you might find useful or of
interest. Take a look and let us know what else we can add to the site to
.longashtonsurgery
.co.uk
make it better. www
www.longashtonsurgery
.longashtonsurgery.co.uk

Nikki Smith, Ageing Well Co-ordinator on 07530 777895
or email Nikki.smith@ageuksomerset.org.uk

Holiday season is approaching fast
Travel Advice and vaccinations are available at the surgery. The

LA COFFEE STOP!!!

nursing team require at least 8 weeks notice to ensure you get adequate
protection when travelling abroad. Please complete our Pre Travel
Assessment Questionnaire available from reception or via the Travel Advice
section of our website and return to the practice to enable us to advise on
what protection you require.

Opening Monday 15th July

Carers
Do you care for someone who has a long term condition or illness? Help
and support is available. Please complete our carer registration form available
at the reception or on the carer’s section of our website, so that we can
send you an information pack. We are also offering a carer’s drop in session
once monthly at the practice; please ask at reception for further details.

in the Club Room at the Community Centre.
10.00 am - 12.30 pm
See enclosed flyer for a free hot drink voucher!

Emma Dent , Practice Manager.
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HEAVEN SCENT REPORT
As you know, Phase 1 of the wild-flower meadow in our new ‘Heaven
Scent Garden’ was started in November, when we cut the meadow
area and planted yellow-rattle seed to deter grass growth. Phase 2
was in March, when we cut the meadow again and sowed the wildflower seeds collected during the Summer by Transition’s Grow-itGroup.We also planted established plants of Moondaisies, Fox-n-cubs,
Primroses and Violets.
Phase 3 was on Sunday 3rd May. On first sight, the impression was
that we had cultivated ‘a fine crop of dandelions’! However, on closer
inspection we were able to recognise several varieties of flowers
including Lady’s Smock, Field Scabious, Jack-by-the-Hedge, Musk
Mallow and the Ox-Eye or Moondaisies were thriving.We added more
plants (same seed source) of mixed Wild Poppies, Harebells,
Corncockle and wild Cornflowers. Despite the large amount of YellowRattle seed, we couldn’t identify it, but we feel it will show itself in
flower. I have also planted mixed wild-flower plants and seeds at the
entrance to the Festival Way cycle-path opposite Northleaze School.
The soft-fruit area of the garden has proved to be problematical.
Spraying would harm all the insects and wildlife we are looking to
encourage in the meadow, so we chose the ‘green option’ of using
cardboard covered in grass cuttings to ‘kill off’ the grass. This proved
to be an unpopular choice, as it appeared untidy when any card
became exposed during Winter. It was also inefficient, as it rotted off
before if had ‘done the job’!

Andrée P
eel P
ark
Peel
Park
There may be speculation why the park is so named.
Andrée Peel (nee Virot) born in France in 1905 was a member of the French
Resistance during the Second World War principally involved in helping
British and American airmen escape capture and return to Britain and also
amassing information about the German Navy’s movements in Brest harbour
which was then passed to London. Her code name was Agent Rose.
Denounced, she was eventually captured, tortured and taken to
Ravensbruck and Buchenwald concentration camps where she believed
she miraculously escaped death on three occasions.
After the war when working in Paris she met and married her husband John
Peel, at the time a university student who had taken up his studies after
service in the armed forces. When he took a position as a neuropsycologist
at Barrow Hospital the couple made their home in Ridgeway Road.
Deeply religious, Mrs. Peel found that she had the gift of healing through a
strong electric current at her fingertips which she used in massage. She
always believed the reason she had been saved from death was the ability
to help people through use of this gift.
Many villagers sought treatment from her as well as visitors from far afield,
even from Russia. She refused any payment offered and if pressed to accept,
forwarded the money to various charities.
She kept the striped dress she wore in the camps, displaying it when asked
about her experiences.

We have now been given permission by the Parish Council to use a
weed-suppressing membrane, held down by pegs. The delay in
tackling the grass means that it is now unlikely that we will plant fruit
bushes this year. Our aim for the remainder of 2013 is to concentrate
on the wild-flower meadow, while maintaining the soft fruit area. We
feel 2014 will be the year “to bear fruit”!

She received many medals and honours for her bravery in her resistance
work, among them the Croix de Guerre, Légion d’Honneur, American Medal
of Freedom and the King’s Commendation for Brave Conduct.
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She continued to live in Ridgeway Road after her husband’s death, only
entering Lampton House shortly before her death in 2010 at the age of 105.
She is buried in Long Ashton Burial Ground.

LONG ASHTON
TENNIS CLUB

Heaven Scent report continued ....

The Long Ashton Tennis Club is located
at the Community Centre, Keedwell Hill,
behind the Bowling Green.

We will continue to strim a path between the cultivated area and the
perimeter wall (where we have also planted plants for the butterflies
and birds). Please visit the area throughout the Summer and see how
many varieties of wild-flowers ‘appear’.

During the summer season we play on
Saturday afternoons from 2.30pm and
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 7.30pm.

Chris Wilmot
on behalf of the ‘Heaven Scent Garden’ Group.

We are currently looking for new members and welcome anyone of
any ability who may be interested to come along and have a go.
If you are interested in playing tennis or would like to know more about
the club please contact either:
Cliff Bond 01275 392148 or David Atkins 01275 394398

Andrée P
eel P
ark
Peel
Park
We are pleased to announce that the Andrée Peel
Park has now officially been handed over by
Wimpey to the Parish Council and that the Long
Ashton Community Association is looking after this area on their behalf.
We look forward to the Junior Football Club using the new pitches.
There is also space beyond for picnics. In addition, it is already a
popular space for dog walkers and dog poo bins have now been
installed at either end. Please could we request that these are used for
dog poo rather than the general bins. We understand that North
Somerset now have a policy of dog poo being placed in any bin but as
we do not employ their staff to work in this area we would be grateful if
the specially designated bins could be used.
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BEER AND CIDER FESTIVAL
Long Ashton will be hosting it’s very own Beer and Cider Festival
on Saturday 28th September from 4.00pm at the Village Hall,
organised in aid of the Long Ashton Community Association.
Together with a large selection of beers and ciders there will be food available
and entertainment provided by local bands.
Tickets will be going on sale at the beginning of August. The £7 ticket will give
entry to the Festival, a complimentary commemorative glass, tasting notes and
your first glass of beer or cider. Information about purchasing tickets will be
available on the LACA website, www.longashtoncommunitycentre.org or look
out for posters around the village nearer the date.
Any local businesses interested in sponsoring a barrel in return for advertising
and free entry to the Festival, please contact LACA or 01275 393570 or email
laca@btinternet.com
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AN AF
TERNOON IN MA
Y
AFTERNOON
MAY
On one of the few summer days in early May, Westleaze the village’s
own Women’s Institute, hosted an afternoon meeting in the Village Hall
for members of other Institutes in the Mendip Vale Group. About 25
Westleaze members greeted more than 80 visitors from Barrow Gurney,
Backwell, Congresbury and Backwell.
Westleaze President, Mary Magro, welcomed everyone including the
President and representatives from Avon Federation of WI. She pointed
out that the daffodil table decorations, gold serviettes and gold wrapped
cup cakes marked the 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Institute.
She explained that in 1963 with a large influx of newcomers to the west
end of the village, Long Ashton WI which met in Church House had
more members than the hall could accommodate. A decision was
taken to form a second WI, the existing WI moved to the newly built
Village Hall and Westleaze took over Church House.
The meeting was then introduced to Ann Widdecombe, the invited
speaker, who as expected, gave an interesting and amusing talk about
her experiences. Her political life was lightly touched upon with nothing
controversial mentioned.
As anticipated she talked at length about her time spent on Strictly
Come Dancing, including a slight worry at week 10, when she was still
in the competition, that there was a possible appearance in the final.
Apparently Anton du Beke was prepared as, with tongue in cheek, he
explained they would each enter on a wire above the floor and “dance”
under the chandelier. He had told her within two hours of meeting her
that the more her feet were off the ground the better it would be. She
also spoke warmly and humorously about her time in Pantomime when
she partnered the critical Craig Revel Horwood. Whilst still an MP she
had been offered many television reality shows which she had refused
but gave the impression that her time on Strictly had been very happy
and rewarding.
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LONG ASHTON ALL SAINTS
SCOUT GROUP
Long Ashton All Saints Scout Group are actively
seeking volunteers to get involved in Scouting in
Long Ashton. We are looking for people at all levels
who are prepared to volunteer either on an ad hoc basis or those who
would want to commit to a leader or assistant leader role. Whether you
aspire to become the next GSL (Group Scout Leader) or volunteer to help
out at a couple of meetings a year or somewhere in between, we are looking
for your help.
The village Scout Group has been very successful and active in the
community for 95 years but we are currently struggling to meet the needs
of the community. There is however a determined group of individuals who
with your help will change this situation. We have plans to develop a new
Scout hut in the village to provide young people with excellent facilities on
their doorsteps. To do this however we need to put in place an organisation
equipped to manage the Group.
We are happy to report that our Cub pack is thriving however our Scouts
and Beavers are temporarily supported by 1st Nailsea Scouts. Therefore
our priority is to put in place a number of individuals in Scouts and Beavers
(or Cubs if that is your preference), to support the existing leaders in order
that we can move these groups back to Long Ashton and furthermore
develop our plans to build a new home for the Group. As you are probably
aware, there are an increasing number of young people in the village and it
is critical that we can provide a wide range of activities for them such as
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, however without individuals volunteering this
will not be possible and in a worst case scenario the group may have to
fold.
If you think that you can contribute your time to Scouting in Long Ashton,
(no prior experience required just enthusiasm essential), or if you would
like more information about volunteering in Scouting, please contact me at
the following email address
sgjones.a1@googlemail.com
Yours in Scouting, Simon Jones,
The Chairman, Long Ashton All Saints Scouts.
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WESTLEAZE W.I.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 1st Wednesday
in the month in The Jubilee Pavilion.

August 14th

A GUIDED TOUR OF YEO VALLEY
ORGANIC GARDEN AT HOLTS FARM, BLAGDON
followed by lunch in their restaurant.

September 4th

JEWELLERY MAKING
Ruki Clark
Competition: A favourite piece of jewellery.

October 2nd

CHEESEMAKING
Pauline Alvis
Competition: Recipe for a dish using cheese.

November 6th

AGM and QUIZ
No Competition.

LAILA
(LONG ASHTON INDEPENDENT
LADIES ASSOCIATION)
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday
of the month at 7.15pm in the Village Hall
August

NO MEETING.
Lunch to be arranged.

September 18th

SERENDIPITY
Yvonne Bell.

October 16th

QUIZ
Fish and Chip Supper.

November 20th

AGM
Bring & Buy Sale for Charity.

Page 10

She told of her great satisfaction in having her first novel published
and said that writing had been a life long ambition and that her
autobiography would be published in June.
Retirement from politics had not left any great gap and she enjoyed
living on the edge of Dartmoor returning to the county of her parents’
birth.
It is customary to offer a fee to speakers but on this occasion Miss
Widdecombe asked that the amount set aside be divided between
her Charity, “Donkeys in the Holy Land” and a WI Charity, “Associated
Countrywomen of the World”.
Following the talk afternoon tea was served in true WI style with
sandwiches, cakes and
jam and cream scones
all made by Westleaze
members.
Copies
of
Ann
Widdecombe’s novels
were on sale which she
readily signed and after
tea she circulated the
room meeting members
and answering any
questions.
After her departure the
visiting WIs gave short
reports of their meetings and visits during the past year and the meeting
concluded with all agreeing that they had spent an entertaining and
enjoyable afternoon.

Westleaze WI meets in the Jubilee Pavilion, Keedwell Hill on the 1st
Wednesday of the month (except August) at 7.30pm and visitors or
new members would be most welcome.
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REPORT of the ANNU
AL P
ARISH MEETING
ANNUAL
PARISH
22nd APRIL 2013
Cllr. Nigel Moorcroft welcomed those present and began by stating
that the year had been difficult financially and would continue so but
the Council would strive to support services where possible. It would
continue to resist the massive development which continues to threaten
Green Belt land and which would be detrimental to an overstretched
infrastructure, clearly demonstrated by the schools’ capacity..
On a positive note taking ownership of Andrée Peel Park and the
opening of the Festival Way was very welcome.
He thanked the two councillors who had resigned during the year, Gwyn
Williams for health reasons and Angela Neale who had given many
years of service.
Cllr. Sheila Hardingham, Chairman of Finance & General Purposes,
explained that although there were changes to Council Tax Benefit the
Parish Council had no shortfall. A grant of £31,000 was made to the
Community Association for the running of the Community Centre and
she thanked the trustees for their hard work. The association has
received a second grant of £8,600 to enable the installation of solar
panels on the Sports Hall roof. Further small grants were awarded to
groups who provide services to residents of the parish. Following a cut
in funding from North Somerset Council a £17,000 grant from the Parish
Council had enabled EPIC Youth Company to, together with their own
fundraising initiatives, provide 3 or 4 sessions a week for the young of
the village.
The Parish Council is funded from a precept which is part of the council
tax we all pay. This year the increase was 4.9% higher than in previous
years but which results in only 5p more per week than last year. It is
anticipated that precepts will be restricted in future years possibly
bringing restraints, meaning councils will have to decide what can be
afforded to maintain at parish level.

WiFi
to Club Room
LACA are pleased to announce that the
Club Room has been fitted with a WiFi
facility. Anyone wanting the password to
access this should contact the Manager
on
01275
393570
or
email:
laca@btconnect.com.
The Village Hall already has internet access and we will shortly be
installing WiFi in the Pavilion so that all of our facilities are brought up
to date.

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF
LONG ASHTON
CHILDREN’S CENTRE
are pleased to announce a

FUN DAY

in association with Long Ashton Village Market
Saturday 3rd August 10am - 1pm
Keeds Hall (Community Centre)
Free entry (small charge for some activities)

Bouncy Castle • Face Painting
Pottery Painting • Craft Activities
Games • Children’s Entertainers and much more!!!
Suitable for children aged 0 - 7 years accompanied by an adult.
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Help wanted with Stage
Lighting
Terry Patch has been helping LACA out with
the stage lighting facilities in the Village Hall
for many years. He would be very willing to teach anyone interested
how to use this and there are various opportunities throughout the year
to get involved with lighting for productions and other events.
If you already have experience of using stage lighting and could help
out, or you would like to learn a new skill, then please contact either
Sarah Leong on 01275 393570 or Terry himself on 01275 393635.

Children’s Holiday
Activities
The Family Activity Day held on Tuesday 2nd
April was once again a great success. We estimate that approximately
150 children came through our doors and took part in various activities
including arts and crafts, music, taekwon-do and football. We are grateful
to the local police for bringing the skateboard ramp on site that day
too. Lots of cups of coffee kept those outside warm until the sun came
out! Just over £250 was raised from this event and this money will be
used to purchase a new keyboard for the Pavilion.
Our next holiday activity for children will be a “Pirate Attack” event on
Tuesday 29th October. See our website or Facebook page for further
details:

www
.longashtoncommunitycentre.org
www.longashtoncommunitycentre.org
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This may affect what can be achieved by way of localism. The audited
accounts were available for those wishing to see them.
Cllr. Jean Pullin began the report of the Highways & Burial Ground
committee by stating that this committee deals with a diverse range of
subjects.
Ongoing maintenance of headstones continues at the Burial Ground.
Transitions, in agreement with the Parish Council, have marked out an
area known as “Heaven Scent” where wildflowers and fruit trees will
be grown until ground is needed for burials. Woodland burials were
discussed but not considered possible since they require larger areas
than conventional burials.
Meetings held with the Golf Club regarding a path diversion were
abandoned after notices, unknown to both parties, appeared urging
people to make their views known.
Initial plans to provide the cycleway link along Cambridge Batch were
unacceptable and North Somerset Council was asked to meet with the
committee with a revised plan. In the meantime an online petition was
launched by a resident with inaccurate distorted information. A final
plan was agreed and the track is now complete.
Whilst the council welcomes constructive help the two previous
interventions were counter productive to what was trying to be achieved.
If persons have a contrary view it would be preferable to ask the Clerk
or a Councillor for details and proceed with known facts rather than
assumptions of a matter.
Meetings were held with the Environment Agency regarding flooding
and with the organisers of the Balloon Fiesta and Brisfest. The committee
also discussed the Bristol Rapid Transit and South Bristol Link Road the latter making no provision for footpaths which will be crossed by
the road. Relieved that Bristol Water Company had completed their
work the committee were dismayed to find that the anticipated surfacing
of Long Ashton Road had been delayed by North Somerset Council
“to give Long Ashton Residents a break”. They are being pursued to
find funding for a decent surface to be laid as soon as possible.
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Planters have been purchased for the pavement outside the Co-op in
an effort, not only to visually improve the area but also to deter car
drivers parking on the pavement whilst using the cash machine. Car
parking on pavements and dogs’ mess still remain problems, appeals
to all concerned ignored.

Planning continued ....

Thanks were expressed to the village orderlies, the Footpath Walks
leaders and the Footpath Working group. An appeal was made to
anyone who enjoys walking to consider joining the group and leading
one or two walks per year.

Planning applications can be viewed at:-

Cllr. Mary Uppington in her Planning Committee report said that requests
for extensions to existing properties have dominated discussions with
comments sent to North Somerset Council who have agreed with our
recommendations in the majority of cases. 12 new retirement dwellings
for those aged over 65 at 9 Warren Lane were nearing completion and
being marketed. The village has a number of listed buildings and it
was pleasing to see 165 Long Ashton Road being renovated. Clifton
Suspension Bridge Trust has been given permission to build a new
Heritage and Learning Centre on the North Somerset side of the bridge
which should prove to be a very popular attraction for visitors to the
area. Durnford Quarry have asked for an extension in the time allowed
for the extraction of minerals and indicated they are prepared to assist
in improving the junction at the top of Providence Lane/Clevedon Road/
Longwood Lane.
Following approval of the Localism Bill there have been many planning
documents produced - in fact it has often been difficult to keep pace
with what is going on. One document of concern to the committee and
which resulted in much opposition nationwide, was the change to allow
homeonwers to build single storey extensions up to a maximum of 26’
on detached and up to 30’ on semi-detached properties (doubling the
distance already permitted) without the need for planning permission.
It was pleasing to see reconsideration by Government and
homeonwers still have to notify their local council and neighbours will
be consulted.

Applications for extensions and alterations are still being received and North Somerset
have been reminded that residents should always be notified of applications close to
their property and be given sufficient time to comment.

www.n-somerset.gov.uk/environment/planning/
Mary Uppington - Chairman - Planning Committee.

Walk the South Bristol Link Route
Although the Bus Rapid Transit may have been taking the headlines, work on
the South Bristol Link has been continuing. Planning applications are being
prepared which will be submitted by Bristol and North Somerset at the end of
May, with a decision being made in October. A small group of objecting
organisations has been formed which will be responding to the applications.
To gain some publicity and have a nice day out we are organising a walk along
the route on Sunday 23rd June, starting from the Angel Inn at 14.00. The
route will follow the proposed SBL alignment to Highridge Common as far as
possible but may take a slightly different route. All walking on footpaths or
hard surfaces. The Ramblers have kindly agreed to arrange the route and lead
the walk. The full walk including the return will cover 5 to 6 miles. If you feel
unable to take the walk you can see us off at the Angel Inn and join us again on
Highridge Common, (and perhaps offer a lift back to anyone who feels the
return is too much). We hope to organise something on the common in
conjunction with some of the local residents. It should be a pleasant afternoon.

Further information from Rod Sterland (01275 393591)
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PLANNING
The development at Warren Gardens is nearing completion.
Residents should be able to move in very soon to these 12
properties which are a welcome addition as suitable
accommodation for those who are over 65 years of age.
The S106 contribution has been received from Wimpey so
this means the Parish Council with the Community Association are now able to take
responsibility for the Play Areas and the Sports Field.
The North Somerset Core Strategy has been challenged by the University of Bristol
regarding the number of dwellings which were identified for delivery within the district
from 2006-2026. We understand this challenge may be heard in the Autumn.
Developers have spoken to us recently about their plans for two areas in our village.
In April Freemantle Developments presented their suggestions for a change of use to
residential at Auto Scuderia on Long Ashton Road. Their plans showed their thoughts
on how 9 dwellings could be accommodated on this site and they envisage making an
application to North Somerset later in the year.
Lambridge Place and Nash Partnership gave a presentation in May about proposed
development on land within Gatcombe Farm, Although their plans did not show any
firm proposals the land involved is 12.1 acres, in the Green Belt, adjacent to the edge
of Long Ashton and could accommodate 200 houses or 40 or 60! They are basing
their plans on the hope that North Somerset will have to release some Green Belt land
in order to meet their housing targets.
On both occasions Councillors listened! - and were able to make observations and ask
questions.
We feel it is important you should know how developers are thinking about this area.
However, at present we do not support any more large scale developments in our
village. 542 houses have been erected here during the last 10 years giving a total
increase of 1569 dwellings since 1947.

Vice-Chairman Charles Cave then gave reports on firstly, the Taylor
Wimpey areas of Chancellors Park play area and the amenity area on
the north of the site. These areas were taken over by the Parish Council
today after a long process, during which it had been important to get it
right by ensuring that the correct amount of funds were paid to the
council for maintenance over the next 15 years. Long Ashton Junior
Football Club had expressed disgust at the delay and Taylor Wimpey
may sponsor the club next year in compensation.
Secondly regarding the Core Strategy, the Inspector last year approved
the number of houses which were included. Bristol University however
challenged this on three grounds and succeeded in one - it queried
the reasons for justifying the 14,000 houses and this now has to be reinspected. There are three possible outcomes:1.
2.
3.

The inspector was correct in agreeing to the 14,000 houses.
The inspector was incorrect and the numbers will have to be
increased moderately which will not result in intrusion into the
green belt.
The numbers will have to be increased to a number which will
require intrusion into the green belt.

This process will cost North Somerset a lot of money which it doesn’t
have in these austere times. Ashton Park Ltd went into liquidation and
Taylor Wimpey bought and now owns their land. In due course the Parish
Council will be faced with fighting large scale development. It is vital
that it puts aside sums of money to fight this as it has been doing over
recent years.
Cllr. Henny Fordham updated the meeting on the latest position of the
Neighbourhood Plan and answered some questions.
The following resolution was proposed by resident John Ives who spoke
at length. “That this meeting resolves to ask the PC to consult the
electorate as to how it should allocate and spend money on general
and earmarked reserves and publishes a definitive policy. This review
to consider alternative methods of managing and funding ear marked
reserves”.

Continued ...
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Cllr. Sheila Hardingham spoke against with an equally lengthy
response.
After questions were answered the motion was seconded by Peter
Steward and the Chairman asked the meeting to vote.
No one was in favour • 8 abstained • 60 voted against
A general question and answer session followed with residents
expressing some concerns.
A final presentation was made by Andy Coombs regarding a Long
Ashton Community Orchard.
The Chairman thanked all for attending and coffee and biscuits were
served.

OFFICIAL OPENING of FESTIVAL WAY
NAILSEA to BRISTOL
WALKING and CYCLING ROUTE
Many villagers participated in the Festival Way official opening event
that was held on Bank Holiday Monday May 6th. Festival Way is a largely
traffic free route that runs from Bristol to Nailsea. The cycleway, which
has cost £1.5 million, has been developed by Sustrans the sustainable
cycling charity, funded by the Big Lottery and supported by North
Somerset and Bristol City Councils.
The sun shone on this occasion, in marked contrast to the Parsonage
Farm event held last year. The ride started at Queen Square in Bristol
where the Right Honourable Lord Mayor of Bristol, Councillor Peter Main
and elected Mayor George Ferguson waved off more than 200 riders.
The riders ages ranged from 3 years old to over 80.
After cycling through Long Ashton there was a lunch stop at Flax Bourton
Village Hall before riders finished the 8 mile ride arriving at the Nailsea
2nd Scouts Fair in Millennium Park, Nailsea. There was entertainment
in the form of a Wurzels tribute band, the Twice Dailies and various
attractions including a fun fair.
A portrait bench was unveiled in Millennium Park by the Chairman of
North Somerset Council, Councillor Terry Porter. Councillor Rod Sterland
represented Long Ashton Parish Council both on the ride and at the
opening ceremony. The bench depicts local figures who have played
an important part in local history and include Redvers Coate who
founded Coates Cider in Nailsea in 1924, educational reformer Hannah
More who founded a school in the town and Wurzels lead singer Adge
Cutler.
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Chairman’s Letter continued ...
The process of producing the plan is quite long and demanding and involves a
number of stages. In particular, it requires consultation with the community. The
steering group have invited public participation at every stage and you will be
invited to comment on the draft plan. North Somerset also has to confirm
compliance with their policies before it is looked at by an Inspector. Then, subject
to the Inspector agreeing that the plan complies with all the requirements it will
be put to a local referendum.

LONG ASHTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
88TH FLOWER SHOW
SATURdAY 7TH SEpTEmbER 2.30pm
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Scarecrows are coming to Long Ashton ........

The point of this explanation is that public involvement is very important and
when the draft plan is produced I would ask everyone, who cares at all about
the village, to read the document and provide feedback to us. If the plan looks
about right, please tell us, if it is not please suggest what we can change. Bear
in mind that the plan cannot do everything we might like to see and what can be
done will be constrained by funding, which as you know is very tight at the
moment. When the referendum is held it is important to have a high turnout to
show public support for the proposals.
As I said above, the South Bristol Link is still planned to be built and a small
group has been formed to co-ordinate objections to the scheme. Under the
guidance of the Ramblers, a walk along the route has been organised for 23rd
June, leaving the Angel Inn at 2.00pm (for more details see elsewhere in this
newsletter). I hope you will join us.
When this reaches you I trust the weather will have settled into some semblance
of summer!
Rod Sterland

We have four new categories at the Flower Show this year.
Scarecrows • eggs • tastiest tomatoes • cake decoration
Why not join us at the Flower Show and bring along a scarecrow to
enter into the competition.
Get together and make a scarecrow with friends, family or on your own.
We would like to see lots of scarecrows around the village so get your
thinking caps on ready for September. (There are a lot of scarecrow
ideas on the internet).
To find out more about these and other classes look out for our show
schedule in the local shops.
Help us to make this a really successful show by supporting us either
by visiting the show or by entering into the competitions.
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Could this be a good time
to join a
community oil buying scheme?
Householders and community buildings all over the West of England are
paying less for their heating oil by joining a community oil buying scheme
run by a local charity, the West of England Rural Network (WERN). The
scheme works by placing a single collective order at the beginning of
every month, and having greater negotiating power with heating oil
suppliers.
Scheme co-ordinator Jill Baker says “Summer is a really good time to fill
up your heating oil tank, as demand drops and prices tend to be lower.
Suppliers are keen to work with us and give our members a really good
price”.
Members of the scheme can order as little as 500 litres, and as infrequently
as they choose, and still pay the negotiated price. The member oil price
in May was 55.35p per litre (plus VAT at 5%). One of the scheme members
recently saved £124 on a single 500L delivery, as they’d been paying 79p
per litre on their top up scheme. The annual membership fee is £20 for
households, £30 for community buildings and £100 for businesses.
If you are interested in joining the scheme, visit www.wern.org.uk/oil or
call Jill Baker on 01275 333701

CHAIRMAN’S LET
TER
LETTER
As I take over from Nigel Moorcroft as Chairman, I will start by recognising
Nigel’s contribution to the Parish Council, working diligently for the last three
years through what have sometimes been difficult times. I hope I can find the
same energy and wisdom.
I was elected to the PC in 2007 as was my wife, Sally, (who you may know
through her work with welcome LA and WI). We were persuaded that it would
help our campaign against what is now called the South Bristol Link Road. I
hope I have kept members well informed, but of course, the PC has many more
issues to deal with. The threat of the road still exists!
One of the most important tasks that currently faces the PC is the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP). This is a new part of the planning process which is
supposed to give local communities more say in planning in their areas, and is
part of the Government’s “localism” agenda. However, there are two catches.
First, the local plan cannot change anything in the higher level plan. In our case,
this is the North Somerset Core Strategy. The clue to the next catch is in the
“Development” part of the name. The NDPs are part of the Government’s so
called growth strategy and are intended to persuade local communities to take
more development i.e. housing than is in the core strategy. Communities can
have more development than in the plan but not less.
My comments may sound a bit cynical but that does not diminish the importance
of the plan and the positive aspects that it has. By completing a plan we can
reinforce our status as a village, physically separate from Bristol, surrounded
by green belt land. We can also bring into the plan a number of issues that you
have told us, during our consultations, are important to you. The plan essentially
covers land use so is limited in the extent of what it can cover. However, once
approved it has the same status, in planning decisions, as the core strategy. Its
importance has been highlighted by a new and substantial development proposal
outside the village fence and the challenge to the Core Strategy headed by
Bristol University.
A number of consultations have been carried out and the NDP steering committee
are currently working on the various topics that have been identified as being
important to the village. These include, business, community, transport, housing
and the environment. Policies will be developed from each of these topics.
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Continued .....

JULY - OCTOBER 2013
Please note that this Newsletter, whilst preserving strictly a non-political nature,
provides a forum for the views of the people of Leigh Woods and Long Ashton.
The members of the Parish Council do not necessarily share those views.
Un-attributed articles however are meant in general to be for the information and
entertainment of the public and are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication.

There appears to be
much inconsiderate
parking in
Long Ashton of late.

Editorial Group for this issue - Jean Pullin, Janet Turp and Mary Uppington

By submitting articles for publication
you are also giving approval that they will also be used
on the Parish Council website.
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Long Ashton Parish Council, PO Box 3102 Long Ashton, Bristol
or e-mail to jeanpullin1@gmail.com

Car Parking in the Village
Many people who have driveways seem to prefer parking on
the roadway, often close to another car parked on the
opposite side of the road, making it hazardous to drive
between the vehicles.
What are TURNING BAYS for? - certainly not an extra
parking space for a property.
Remember too, parking on pavements is illegal in most
instances.
Perhaps a little more thought when parking?

The CLOSING DATE for copy for the next edition covering the 4 months
November & December 2013 and January & February 2014 is

midday 1st October 2013

© Editorial Group

Cover photo - The Lych Gate, St Mary’s Church, Leigh Woods.
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