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Mid-February to Mid-June 2016

Please note that this Newsletter, whilst preserving strictly a non-political nature, 
provides a forum for the views of the people in Leigh Woods and Long Ashton. 
The members of the Parish Council do not necessarily share those views.

Un-attributed articles however are meant in general to be for the information 
and entertainment of the public and are largely authoritative.

The Editorial Group reserve the right to accept, reject or edit any material 
submitted for publication.

Editorial Group for this issue - Jean Pullin, Janet Turp and Mary Uppington

By submitting articles for publication
you are also giving approval that they will also be used

on the Parish Council website.

Future copy should be clearly labelled ‘NEWSLETTER’ and sent to

Long Ashton Parish Council, 
PO Box 3102 Long Ashton, Bristol

or e-mail to clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com

The CLOSING DATE for copy for the next edition 
covering the 4 months mid-June to mid-October 2016 is

midday 1st June 2016

 © Editorial Group

Cover photo - an aerial view of Leigh Woods - with thanks to John Sparks
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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

Dear Residents,

I am sure you were all shocked and saddened by the raid on our Post Office. The sheer 
callousness and stupidity of the perpetrators is hard to comprehend. It was sheer luck 
that no one was hurt. The owners have said that they will rebuild the shop and hope to 
reopen in the spring. I wish them well and hope all the villagers will support them again 
when they reopen.

The sections of textured tarmac that were installed when the main road was re tarmacked 
are to be removed. The raised edge and the texture has caused annoyance to those living 
close by. The Parish Council originally asked for areas of coloured tarmac to highlight 
the central areas of the village, but it was told this was too expensive. The textured 
surface was installed instead and proved unsatisfactory. North Somerset has agreed to 
remove these areas but the only economic replacement is normal black tarmac. White 
lines will be painted at the sides of the roads to give the impression of the road narrowing. 
They will consider having a coloured surface installed on the tarmac. The cost is modest 
but the surface has a limited life. We will monitor the result before deciding whether to 
undertake replacement in the future.

Initial plans for the village enhancement scheme are being drawn up as outlined in 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan. The aim is to give the centre of the village 
an identity and make it more pedestrian friendly. This might include more planters, 
strategically placed trees and enhancing the areas outside the shops. We will be 
asking North Somerset to draw up some plans which will comply with the traffic 
requirements and then present the proposals for comments. We will also discuss with 
them the possibility of a 20mph speed limit between somewhere east of Providence 
Lane to around Arch Close. None of this is certain, it will not be quick and we need 
to obtain funding.

continues overleaf . . .



You may have noticed our new speed awareness camera, which was installed at the 
Eastern end of the village in November and then at the west end during December. 
This should reduce traffic speeds. At the same time it is providing valuable data on the 
number and speed of vehicles through the village. As it gets moved around, we will 
get an overall picture of traffic volumes and speeds to guide our actions in the village 
enhancement scheme.

You are probably aware that North Somerset Council has been trying to reduce the 
amount of domestic waste and save on waste disposal costs. To promote awareness 
they have started an Incentive Scheme with parishes that choose to participate, which 
offers a monetary award. We have agreed to participate and will be promoting some of 
the actions suggested. There is more information elsewhere in this magazine. I am sure 
you will agree that this is a worthwhile initiative and will support it. If North Somerset 
Council save money on waste disposal it leaves more to use on other services.
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I shall no longer be the contact person/address 
for future editions of Long Ashton & Leigh Woods newsletter.

After 30 years involvement in editing, 
distribution and finding print companies 

I think it is time to bow out. 

It has been interesting and enjoyable 
and I wish the same satisfaction to my replacement.

Future copy should be addressed to 
clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
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LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

        

COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

WHICH PROJECTS 
SHOULD BE AWARDED 

THE GRANTS? 
 

IT’S YOUR CHOICE 
Come and vote at the 

DECISION MEETING 
Monday 14th March 

 7.30 pm 
in the Jubilee Pavilion 

 
Your vote really matters so please come to hear about the 

proposals and raise any queries you may have. Residents of 
Long Ashton and Leigh Woods can then vote to decide the 
projects to receive the ‘big grant’ of up to £1500 and the 

‘small grant’ of £500. 
Copies of the applications are on the Community Tab on the Parish Council 

website:  See www.longashtonparishcouncil.com  
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COMMUNITY GRANT

TO DECIDE THE 
RECIPIENTS

The Parish Council has set aside a total of 
£2000 for 2 grants 

(a big grant of up to £1500 
and a small grant of up to £500) 

to benefit the community. 

Applicants were welcome to apply for both grants 
but cannot win them both.

There have been two applications for the big grant 
and one for the small grant. 

All residents of Leigh Woods and Long Ashton 
will be able to vote for their preferred project 

at the decision meeting on 
March 14th, 7.30pm in the Jubilee Pavilion.

VOTE

Page 7



PROJECT 1 (FOR THE BIG GRANT)
The Purchase and installation of a Community Defibrillator 

   from Long Ashton Surgery Patient Participation Group

Approximately 205 people die from sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) every day 
in the UK. This can happen to anyone, young or old, fit or unfit. The speed 
of the response will determine whether a life can be saved - anything over 7 
to 8 minutes may be too late - and early defibrillation may be the only way 
to restart a heart in cardiac arrest.

A local defibrillator will be a resource for the entire village to share. The 
unit is externally mounted within a locked enclosure. The cover displays a 
contact number to unlock the enclosure and receive guidance for dealing 
with the emergency. The unit can be used by anyone, i.e. special training 
is not required. However, training can be beneficial and raises public 
awareness. 

A volunteer could carry out the fortnightly maintenance check to ensure 
that the unit is correctly stocked and functional, engaging with an online 
service that carries out repairs when required. 

The battery and the pads used in the defibrillator require replacing every 
3-4 years. Currently prices are around £99+VAT for a new battery and 
between £100 - £180 for pads.

BIG GRANT application 
for defibrillator, shelter, 

replacement battery and pads approx 
£1500
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PROJECT 2 (FOR THE BIG AND THE SMALL GRANTS)
To raise funds for screening equipment 

   from LA Cinema

LA Cinema is a non - profit making community cinema in its infancy 
in Long Ashton. We have been running since summer 2015 and have 
screened five films to date. We are planning to screen at least one film a 
month throughout 2016

It costs approximately £300 to run each screening. This includes hire of 
equipment and film, the hall, upfront costs or refreshments, advertising 
and sundries. If we receive the grant, we would be in a position to 
purchase our own equipment - significantly reducing our costs. The 
result would be that we could:

- Put on more screenings in addition to our core film programme (e.g. for 
parents with babies, special interest seasons, teenagers, the retired etc)

- Introduce a range of ticket prices (e.g. reductions for early birds, 
reductions for unemployed, 2 for 1, etc)

Cinema has a universal appeal. We believed at the start, and still believe 
now, that there is a real appetite for a community cinema in our area. It 
brings people together socially and most importantly, locally, whether as a 
part of the audience or volunteering to help. The grant would help firmly 
establish LA Cinema as an integral part of the community calendar.

BIG GRANT APPLICATION
for a folding 484 x 271cm 16:9 220inch 

front projector screen - £1484

SMALL GRANT APPLICATION 
for audio kit including cable, mixer, 

stands and microphones - £450
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ODDS & ENDS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
www.longashtonparishcouncil.com

The Parish Council office in the Jubilee Pavilion is open most Tuesday 
mornings from 10am to 12 noon (allowing for the odd time when it will 
not be possible to open due to staff sickness, holidays or similar). You are 
very welcome to contact the clerk at other times by phone or email. The 
office is usually manned from 9am to 4pm Monday to Thursday. There is 
an answer machine so you can leave a message if the office is empty and 
I will endeavour to respond to any messages the next working day.

Members of the public are very welcome to attend Parish Council 
meetings. Agendas are displayed in the library and on the notice board 
near the Post Office about a week before the meeting date and the draft 
minutes are available in the library soon after the meeting. Agendas, draft 
minutes and approved minutes can now also all be found on the Parish 
Council website.

Community Grant - Decision Day!
The decision meeting for the Community Grant will be held on March 
14th, 7.30pm in the Village Hall., This is your chance to decide how 
some of the Parish Council budget is spent, do come and hear about the 
projects and cast your vote - details about the projects are included in this 
newsletter.

Annual Parish Meeting
This is on April 25th at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Not only will there be 
the normal Council reports but Andrew Garrad, a Long Ashton resident, 
chairman of Bristol 2015 European Green Capital and until September 
2013 the Chairman of GL Garrad Hassan, the world’s largest renewable 
energy consultancy will give a talk entitled ‘A year as European Green 
Capital - 2015 and beyond’.

Hedges and Pavements
One of the most common complaints received in the Parish Council 
office is about the consequences of overgrown hedges. The pavements 
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in the village tend not to be particularly generous and pedestrians should 
be able to use the full width without risking being attacked by a rampant 
hedge. Quite often  a householder doesn’t walk on the pavement by 
their own house and is blissfully unaware of how much pavement their 
hedge is occupying, that it presents a real eye level hazard or that it gives 
insufficient clearance above the pavement to allow a tall person to walk 
underneath.  Please have a look at your hedge - it should overhang no 
lower than a HEIGHT of 2.5metres and the width of the pavement should 
be no less than 1.2metres. This needs to be done soon as birds will start 
nesting and no work should be done that will disturb nesting birds.

New Councillor and a Vacancy
Alan Johnson has been co-opted onto the Parish Council to fill the 
vacancy left by the death of Audrey Moser OBE who had served Leigh 
Woods as a Parish Councillor for over 20 years. Due to the resignation 
of a councillor there is now a casual vacancy in Long Ashton ward. If 
anyone is interested in putting their name forward, they should send a 
letter (email is fine), explaining why they wish to be a Parish Councillor, 
to the clerk by February 29th. There is more information about the 
vacancy and being a parish councillor on the parish council website.

Highways Problems?
Potholes, drain problems, fly tipping and lots of other highways issues 
can be reported directly to North Somerset Council - either on the ‘report 
it’ part of of the website or by calling Council Connect on 01934 888 
802. Gregg Brake, the North Somerset Council Area Highways engineer 
for our area, holds a surgery in Long Ashton Library on the last Thursday 
morning of the month.

How to contact the Clerk:
Telephone (01275) 393 551 | Email: clerk@longashtonparishcouncil.com
PO BOX 3102, Long Ashton, Bristol, BS41 9XA
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PLANNING

It is pleasing to see a good deal of work being 
done on the Redwood Loge site in Beggar Bush 
Lane. Audley Redwood retirement village now 
has a sales office which will be open daily from 
9.00 - 5.30pm where plans can be viewed for the 
luxury apartments and cottages which they are 
constructing. Tel 01275 219 828

After the successful referendum for out 
Neighbourhood Development Plan,(NDP) we see 
North Somerset are taking notice  of its contents 
when considering planning applications. We shall be highlighting the relevant 
NDP policies that apply when comments are being made on applications 
affecting our village.

Jason Beale, North Somerset Service Department Manager, talked to our 
Committee about their expectations of Parish Council comments on planning 
applications. This was a very informative session and once again emphasised 
the importance of residents asking for early advice when building extensions 
and/or alterations.

Following a request to review the decision to add Bridgeman’s Field (adjacent 
to Warren Lane) to the scheduled area of the Roman small town at Gatcombe 
the Secretary of State for Culture, Media & Sport has decided that Bridgeman’s 
Field should remain scheduled. Significant archaeological features of the 
Roman-British period survive in this field, including enclosure ditches, linear 
ditches, evidence of quarrying and kilns for furnaces. Historic England consider 
the evidence is sound and should not be reconsidered.

The Parish Council has responded to two documents which have been available 
for consultation. Firstly, the West of England Joint Spacial Plan where the four 
Unitary authorities (Bath & NE Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset & South 
Gloucestershire) will be working together to plan new developments in these 
areas. A further consultation period is planned for Summer/Autumn 2016 
with a Submission Plan to be published in Spring 2017. Secondly, proposed 
changes to the National Planning policy being put forward by the Department 
for Communities & Local Government.

Organisations continue to arrange a variety of events in the village and their 
advertising signs are often attractive, but - please remember such signs should 
be removed within 14 days after an event has taken place so the Parish Council 
will not need to take further action.

 Chairman, Planning Committee
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Firstly thank you to everyone that donated 
and supported the village Christmas Lights 
in Long Ashton last year.

Another great success and it wouldn’t be 
possible without the support from the local 
businesses in the village, Bristol Builds, 
P H Oxley & Co Stone Masons, Gatcombe 
Farm, Birdwell and Northleaze Schools, 
the local Parish Council and finally the 
volunteers that help every year with setting 
up and removing the trees.

We owe a special thank you to John Britton 
(and family!) and Mark Bonning to help 
restore the vandalised lights on our new tree.

We have already started plans for next year and will receive a grant from 
the Parish Council again to help build upon the illuminations for 2016!

A special thank you to the schools and nurseries in the village that help 
with the switch-on of the lights - here are the winning pictures again.

If you want to get in touch, we’ll keep you posted on events later this year.         
  Join us on facebook @ facebook.com/projectlula
           projectlula@outlook.com  |  07833 744 182

      
Thank you again for your support,  - LULA Project Coordinator
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Do you want to find out what 
the Parish Council has been 

doing for the past year? 
Then come to the 

 Annual Parish 
Meeting 

 Monday 25th April 2016 

 7:30 pm in the Village Hall. 

Look out for the agenda on the 
noticeboards and the website closer to 

the date. 
All residents are encouraged to attend and 

have the opportunity to submit a resolution to 
be discussed at the meeting or to ask 

Councillors questions. 
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LONG ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL
DATES 2016

Meetings are normally held at 7.30pm in the Pavilion, Keedwell Hill.
Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting.

Monday 07 March Planning
Monday 21 March Council

Monday 04 April Highways and Burial Ground
Monday 11 April Planning
Monday 18 April F&GP (Feb/March)
Monday 25 April Annual Parish Meeting - VILLAGE HALL

Monday 09 May Planning
Monday 16 May Annual Council Meeting
Monday 23 May Highways and Burial Ground

Monday 06 June Planning
Monday 13 June F&GP (April/May)
Monday 20 June Council (Accounts)

Monday 18 July Planning
Monday 25 July Highways and Burial Ground

Monday 15 August Planning
Monday 22 August F&GP (June/July)

Monday 05 September Council
Monday 12 September Planning

Monday 03 October Highways and Burial Ground
Monday 10 October Planning
Monday 17 October F&GP (Aug/Sept)

Monday 07 November Planning
Monday 14 November Council
Monday 28 November Highways and Burial Ground

Monday  12 December Planning
Monday 19 December F&GP (Oct/Nov)
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LEIGH WOODS SOCIETY

www.leighwoods.org

Further to our last report regarding the parking situation: the Working 
Party has had further meetings with NSC, with Charles Cave in 
attendance, to try and come up with a plan for parking restrictions within 
the Leigh Woods Triangle that will be acceptable to both residents and 
the Council. Leigh Woods residents will of course be consulted on any 
agreed proposal. The parking congestion is getting even worse now 
that restrictions are in force on the Downs and in Bedminster and some 
vehicles are being left parked on the roads for weeks at a time.

The Suspension Bridge New Toll Booths: there will be an Exhibition at 
the Visitor Centre which will be showing the latest plans for the toll booths 
from the 3rd February onwards. An informal session for neighbours was 
held on 3rd February.

We are very pleased that the National Trust have listened to our pleas 
and have changed directions for where to park on all their advertising, 
in their handbook and on their website. People are now directed to the 
Forestry Commission car park rather than North Road. However over 
Christmas and the New Year holiday the parking in North Road was bad, 
if not worse than ever. The verges, which are so much a part of the area, 
are suffering greatly from heedless parking.

We are sad to report that Audrey Moser, our long serving Parish 
Councillor, died last October. She was a woman of many skills and she 
worked tirelessly on our behalf for 21 years. Her sharp intellect was put 
to good use on many committees and her succinct comments were always 
to the point. As a result there was a space on the committee for another 
Councillor to represent Leigh Woods. Two residents put themselves 
forward to be co-opted. They were invited to sit in on a planning meeting 
and chatted to Councillors. The committee chose Alan Johnson and we 
are delighted that Martyn will have Alan alongside him to represent 
Leigh Woods.
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Through the hard work of Barry England and Merlin Wigley, Leigh 
Woods is in the process of setting up its own Community Cinema. It 
was a full house on 6th January, in St Mary’s Church, for the first film 
showing - Suite Francaise. Everyone enjoyed a glass of wine before the 
film. The feedback was very positive and it is hoped that this will become 
a permanent fixture during the winter months.

Our Autumn Talk, given by Julia Elton, was held in the Visitors Centre 
at the Suspension Bridge. It was entitled Who Designed the Suspension 
Bridge? Fact and Fiction and we learnt that, far from being solely Brunel’s 
Bridge, it is also thanks to the modifications made by civil engineers 
Hawkshaw and Barlow that we are still using it today.

Christmas Party; we had a record attendance of 120 people to our 
Christmas Party which was held at Anna and Jonny Boss’s house. They 
were wonderful hosts, as always, and we are very grateful to them for 
looking after us so well.

Our Open Forum and AGM will be held on Tuesday 15th March at 7pm 
in St Mary’s Church.

Page 17



On 21st April 2016 our beloved Queen Elizabeth will be 90 years old and 
throughout the country there will be celebrations of many kinds to mark 
this unique event. There may possibly be street parties in Long Ashton, 
but before a party of any kind is arranged, the host or hostess makes sure 
that the venue is attractive and spotlessly clean!

A national campaign has been launched by Country Life entitled “Clean 
for the Queen”, backed by Keep Britain Tidy which was established in 
1954 by the Women’s Institute. This has been taken up with enthusiasm 
by many local groups of the W.I. whose members will ‘take to the streets’ 
and sweep away the offending litter which despoils our beautiful villages 
and towns.

Weastleaze W.I. has invited other bodies in Long Ashton, including the 
Parish Council, The Scouts, The Brownies and our two primary schools 
to join us over the weekend of 4th to 6th March to make our village spic 
and span. And, of course, any  individuals would be more than welcome. 
Our MP, Dr Liam Fox, has agreed to support us in this campaign and will 
be in the car park at the Village Hall at 10am on Saturday 5th March. 
From there we shall spread ourselves in every direction wearing ‘hi-viz’ 
jackets and wielding litter pickers loaned from North Somerset Council.

It is planned to have the Jubilee Pavilion open from 9.30 to 1.30 on the 
Saturday morning. There a list of areas will be displayed and volunteers 
can place their names against the area they choose to tackle. They will 
also be able to collect the necessary equipment. At the end of the session 
when equipment is returned, there will be tea and cake provided by 
Weastleze W.I.

In this small way we can all say thank you to Her Majesty for her many 
years of loyal service to our country.

01275 392 643
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LONG ASHTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

The last two meetings in the Local History Winter programme take 
place on the 3rd March and the 7th April.

On the 3rd March Clive Burlton, who incidentally was taught History at 
school by Anton Bantock, will be showing Archive films of Bristol. Clive 
came to us once before in December 2014 when he spoke on the White 
City, a pre first World War event that most of Long Ashton residents 
today had not previously been aware of.

On the 7th April Joh n Penny will be talking on some Violent Moments 
from Bristol’s history. Joh n has also been to us before, the last time in 
April 2012 when he spoke on the Bristol Blitz - a subject not entirely 
different in some ways.

As usual our meetings take place in the Jubilee Pavilion commencing at 
7.30pm. If you have not been to a Local History meeting before you will 
be very welcome.

Tel: 393617
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Easter Holiday
 Activities

• Mess Around sessions •
in Keeds Hall during the morning

9am - 10am and 11am - 12am

Mess Around is the latest craze 
for 6 month to 5 year olds. 

Come along and play at this multi- sensory 
messy experience! 

Bring your child in old clothes 
with a clean set to change into afterwards. 

Booking advised - contact details below.

• Easter Trails • 
Suitable for all ages including teenagers. 

Follow the clues around the 
Recreation Ground and Peel Park 

to win some chocolate! 
£3 per person. 

Two different trails available according to age. 
Come along any time between 10am and 2pm



Tuesday 12th April

• Nutty Noah • 
3pm in the Village Hall. 
Tickets £5 each. 

Nutty Noah is well known in the Bristol area 
for his children’s entertainment shows. 
Nutty enjoys performing magic and likes
 to put his own spin on tricks to make them funny, 
chaotic and sometimes gross! 
Music always plays a part in the show 
and with the introduction of the Hornophone 
(there’s only two in the country) 
and the invention of the Boobaphone, 
the show has become a truly unique experience. 
Nutty is bound to have your children laughing 
for days after seeing him!

To book Mess Around or Nutty Noah 
please call 01275 393 570 
or emal laca@btconnect.com



LONG ASHTON ART CLUB

We meet every Thursday morning 
9.30am - 12noon 

in the Pavilion Hall, Long Ashton.

We don’t have a tutor but we are a group of like minded people 
who enjoy a morning of painting or drawing in the company 

of a very friendly and informal group.

We welcome new members of any ability
 and would like anyone interested to come to see us 

and perhaps stop for a coffee and a chat!

Phone 01275 392 746 for more details.
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GROW IT GROUP (GIG)

Do you have a garden and want to grow something but not sure what or how? 
Then Grow it Group (GiG) may be able to help you. We meet once a month 
to swap information and seek advice from the group over refreshments. We 
also arrange seed swaps, give away seedlings and share out any excesses we’ve 
grown. The group now consists of 25 members who are not professionals  but 
enthusiastic about growing and eating their own produce.

GiG Q&A
Q. Should I plant mint straight into the ground or in a pot?
A. Mint growth is prolific, to contain its growth it is best to put it in the 
pot and then plant the pot in the ground.

2016 Meeting Dates for Diaries
Tuesday 8th march - Normal Meeting
Tuesday 12th April - Normal Meeting
Tuesday 10th May - Normal Meeting
June Garden visit rather than meeting
July - Garden visit rather than meeting
August - Summer break
Tuesday 13th September - Normal meeting
Tuesday 11th October - Harvest meeting (bring something along)

If you have any question about growing in your garden and/or you wish 
to come along to the meetings then please contact us on 
growitgroup@obtuse.org.uk or call us on (01275) 544 138
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Avon Wildlife Trust
Long Ashton Group

Thursday 17th March
BUTTERFLIES OF THE COTSWOLD

Sue Smith & Sue Dodd

Observations of the life of butterflies

Thursday 21st April
OUT IN THE DARK

David Brown

Intriguing nightlife stories involving bats

Meetings are held in the Jubilee Pavilion at 7.30pm
Further information from Harry Williams | tel: 392690
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LONG ASHTON BOWLING CLUB

The Long Ashton Bowling Club is located at the community centre, Keedwell 
hill, Long Ashton and our outdoor season begins at the end of April.

We are a friendly club and would welcome anyone to come along on a 
Friday evening (commencing 29th April at 6pm) to ‘have a go’. No previous 
experience is necessary and we have everything you need to give it a try. There 
is always tuition available to help get you started. During the evening the bar in 
the Jubilee Pavilion will be open for a social drink and a chat to other bowlers 
to find out more about the club.

We are also holding a pre-season 

Coffee Morning on Saturday 9th April 
between 10am - 12noon in the Pavilion 

and everyone is welcome to come along.

If you are interested in playing bowls or would like more information 
please contact Malcolm Pemble on 01275 853885
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Crazy Whist Drive
 Saturday 5th March 
 7.30pm
 Church House, Long Ashton

Tickets £6 
includes ploughman’s supper & soft drinks

BYO alcoholic drinks

To book please contact
Val Bond 392148 / val@longashton.plus.com

Proceeds to the All Saints Church Heating Fund



Westleaze W.I.
Meetings are held at 7.30pm 
on the 1st Wednesday of the 

month in the Jubilee Pavilion

March 2nd

Heaven on Lundy
8000 years of history

Dave Wallace
Competition; 

picture/model of a seabird

April 6th

Birthday meeting
Flamenco Dancing

Janice Osborn
Competition; a Spanish Item

May 4th 

Resolutions
No Competition

June 1st

Visit - to be arranged

LAILA
Long Ashton Independent 

Ladies Association

Meetings are held at 7.15pm 
on the 3rd Wednesday of the 

month in the Village Hall

X

March 16th
Musical Evening

‘Let Music Set You Free’
Terry Merrett-Smith

April 20th
Tears of the Dragon

Talk on Pearls - Frances Benton

May 8th 
Tyntesfield - Discovery
Terry & Jennie Stevens

June 15th
Cheese & Wine
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Long Ashton Cricket Club 
Long Ashton Cricket Club are planning another busy summer in 2016 and 
are looking for more players and supporters of all ages and abilities from 
the village. 

We have two Saturday league teams in the Bristol & District League and a Sunday Development XI in 
the North Somerset League. The league season runs from May to September with the 1st XI playing 
their first game at home against St Mary Redcliffe  on Saturday May 7th. 

The club also runs a popular friendly side, the  ‘Occasionals’, playing 20/20 evening matches and we 
have a vibrant junior section with matches and coaching sessions for boys and girls 5 years and 
older.   
 
Indoor net practice and coaching sessions for adults and older juniors (U15+) are at Merchants’ 
Academy Sports Centre (BS13 9BL) 7-8pm on Monday evenings until 7th March followed by outdoor 
sessions throughout the summer at the club’s Yanley Lane ground on Thursday evenings starting in 
April.  

For more information on becoming a player, supporter or social member or if you are interested in 
hiring the club’s facilities please contact the club secretary Andy Forsyth (Mob: 07815 837768 email: 
longashtoncc@blueyonder.co.uk) or visit our website www.longashton.play-cricket.com, facebook 
page or Twitter feed (@LongAshtonCC). 
 
 

Long Ashton Cricket Club
Long Ashton Cricket Club are planning another busy summer in 2016 
and are looking for more players and supporters of all ages and abilities 
from the village.

We have two Saturday league teams in the Bristol & District League and 
a Sunday Development XI in the North Somerset League. The league 
season runs from May to September with the 1st XI playing their first 
game at home against St Mary Redcliffe  on Saturday May 7th.

The club also runs a popular friendly side, the  ‘Occasionals’, playing 20/20 
evening matches and we have a vibrant junior section with matches and 
coaching sessions for boys and girls 5 years and older.  

Indoor net practice and coaching sessions for adults and older juniors 
(U15+) are at Merchants’ Academy Sports Centre (BS13 9BL) 7-8pm 
on Monday evenings until 7th March followed by outdoor sessions 
throughout the summer at the club’s Yanley Lane ground on Thursday 
evenings starting in April. 

For more information on becoming a player, supporter or social member 
or if you are interested in hiring the club’s facilities please contact the 
club secretary Andy Forsyth (Mob: 07815 837768 email: longashtoncc@
blueyonder.co.uk) or visit our website www.longashton.play-cricket.com, 
facebook page or Twitter feed (@LongAshtonCC).



LA Cinema
After the success of our January screening of ‘Slow West”, 

LA Cinema will be presenting on Saturday 20th February the 
breathtaking documentary ‘The Salt of the Earth’. Directed by 

Win Wenders and winner of the Prix Special du Certain Regard at 
Cannes 2014, the Salt of the Earth is a documentary about the life 
and work of Sebastiao Salgado , a Brazilian photojournalist who, 
over a forty year period, has travelled more than 120 countries 

documenting the changing and astounding face of planet earth. 

And on 19th March we will be presenting “Suffragette’, a British 
drama set in 1912 which follows the beginning of the movement to 

end the franchise to women.

Long Ashton Village Hall
Door Open at 19.15, film starts at 20.00

Bar and Nibbles
Tickets; www.la-cinema, LA Cafe or same day on the door.

Follow us on Facebook at LA Cinema or Twitter @LAVillageCinema
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STAYING ACTIVE 
IN LATER LIFE

Being physically active can improve your quality of life and aid 
recovery from many health issues.

It is also a great way to meet new people and do something 
positive for yourself.

Through Age UK Somerset we can offer various classes in your 
area run by independent instructors, these can range from Tai Chi, 
gentle exercise to music, Zumba Gold, yoga and seated Stretch 
and Flex.

Keeping to a healthy weight and taking regular physical activity, 
will improve your mood, make you feel less tired and give you a 
healthier heart and stronger bones.

So if you haven’t been very active for a while or are new to it, 
please come and join us. You can also access some of these 
classes for FREE through the Chequebook scheme
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/G4F

For more information please contact 
Nikki Smith, 
Ageing Well Co-ordinator 
on 07530 777895, 
or email 
nikkismith@ageuksomerset.org.uk



VILLAGE ENHANCEMENT SCHEME

It seems a long time since the packed public NDP meeting in Autumn 2013 
when Ben Hamilton-Baillie presented us with a different way of looking at 
our village. At first his impressions of the village were jarring: he thought the 
streetscapes are a serious disappointment, the lack of pedestrians particularly 
striking, the form of the village fragmented, the footways narrow and 
interrupted, the drivers aggressive. Public speakers usually start by trying to 
win round their audience - not Ben!

It certainly made me notice much more our mish-mash of paving, the reluctance 
of some drivers to lower their speed, the lack of greenery in the central area, the 
utter untidiness of parts of the shopping area.

However Ben presented his ideas for trying to overcome these particular 
challenges and it was clear that he received a lot of support from residents. A 
few quotes from his report: “Cars, vans, lorries and buses will continue to play 
an integral part in the day-to-day life of Long Ashton. However, a shift in the 
priorities away from higher speed highways towards low-speed, shared spaces 
offers the opportunity to promote greater numbers of walkers and cyclists, 
to give children greater freedom of movement, and to encourage economic 
vitality and social connections.” 

The aims of his suggestions are “reconciling village qualities with traffic 
movement” and “exploiting the intrinsic qualities and unusual shape of Long 
Ashton to achieve greater safety, sociability and civility.”

The Parish Council VES working group is now trying to translate that into 
practical, realistic and achievable details; many discussions and much 
consultation will be needed. In the meantime, please see the Parish Council 
website for more information about the Hamilton-Baillie proposals.
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HELP TO IMPROVE THE BROADBAND 
PROVISION IN LONG ASHTON

      
I’m trying to rustle up support to improve the broadband provision in Long 
Ashton.  I know some of LA is cabled with Virgin media and you may indeed 
be a subscriber, but for the rest of LA, standard ADSL is all that is available. 
Due to various factors including the significant increase in population over 
recent years, the quality of conventional ‘copper’ broadband is significantly 
worse than advertised.

Openreach has done some preparatory work to provide FTTC (Fibre to the 
Cabinet) which could achieve 80Mb/s, but there are no plans to complete the 
work and fit equipment in the roadside cabinets.  This is mainly due to the 
existing provision via Virgin media, making it commercially unattractive.  The 
only way to make this happen is to generate a ground-swell of interest and 
register on the Openreach website – and you can do this even if you are 
currently a Virgin media customer.

Registration costs nothing and doesn’t commit you to actually signing up for a 
Fibre service in the future.

http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/expression-gen.aspx

Please take 5 mins to register and pass the information on to neighbours and 
friends who might also register.
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20 March  Palm Sunday 
 10.00 am  Family Communion                                All Saints 
    
23 March  Compline 
 8.00 pm  Compline Service   All Saints 
 
24 March  Maundy Thursday 
 7.00 pm  Passover Meal        Church House 
 
25 March  Good Friday 
10.00 am  Walking the way of the Cross  Hebron/ 
        Keedwell 
10.00 am  Stationary Service for those  
   unable to make the walk  Keedwell 
12-3 pm  Church open for quiet reflection All Saints 
  2-3 pm  Last hour at the cross   All Saints 
 
26 March  Holy Saturday 
 9.00 pm     Service of Light   All Saints 
 
27 March  Easter Sunday 
 8.00   Holy Communion   All Saints 
10.00   Family Communion   All Saints 

 

All Saints Church  
Easter Services 


